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In this whole notes series, we will basically be following Lei Fu’s book on étale cohomology theory which
covers a large part of Grothendieck’s SGA. For the notations, it will be consistent with the note series on
Vakil’s FOAG, so we don’t specify them here.

This is the first chapter of the notes, and it basically deals with Descent Theory, which is the content
in SGA 1 Chapter 4. Before we head to the real topic on descent theory, let’s spend some time discuss
some basic facts that we will need. We start with the notion of flatness. At first sight, this is just a notion
related to the exactness of tensors. However, it turns out is just the right assumption we have to make
if we want some nice geometric property to hold. For example, it’s a natural question to ask what is the
right assumption such that SpecA Ñ SpecB maps the generic points of irreducible components to generics
of irreducible components, or in the algebraic point of view, the inverse image of minimal primes are still
minimal primes. It turns out that a lot of these good properties are facilitated by the notion of (faithfully)
flatness.

1 Flat Modules

Let A be a ring, we say an A-moduleM is flat if the function ´bAM is exact on the category of A-modules.
We also say thatM is flat over A orM is A-flat. We will now state a few propositions on the basic properties
of flat modules without proof, they are just meant to be a reminder:

Proposition 1.1. If A Ñ B is a ring map, and M is flat over A, then B bAM is flat over B.

The slogan here is: Extension of flat modules over any ring map is flat.

Proposition 1.2. If A Ñ B is a ring map such that B is flat over A via this map, and N is flat over B,
then N is flat over A.

The slogan here is: Restriction of flat modules via a flat ring map is flat.
The following are some equivalent characterizations of flat modules:

Proposition 1.3. Suppose A is a ring and M is an A-module, then the following are equivalent:

1. M is flat over A.

2. For any A-module N , TorAi pM,Nq “ 0 for i ą 0.

3. For any finitely generated A-module N , TorAi pM,Nq “ 0 for i ą 0.

4. For any A-module N , TorA1 pM,Nq “ 0.

5. For any finitely generated A-module N , TorAi pM,Nq “ 0.

6. For any ideal I of A, TorA1 pM,A{Iq “ 0.

7. For any finitely generated ideal I, TorA1 pM,A{Iq “ 0.

8. For any ideal I of A, the canonical map:

I bM Ñ M

is injective.

1



9. For any finitely generated ideal I of A, the canonical map:

I bM Ñ M

is injective.

Recall that if M is flat over A, N is any A-module with submodules N 1, N2, since ´ bAM is exact, it
preserves injective maps, therefore we can view M bA N

1,M bA N
2 as submodules of M bA N . We have

the following two canonical isomorphisms:

Proposition 1.4.
M bA pN 1 XN2q » pM bA N

1q X pM bA N
2q

M bA pN 1 `N2q » pM bA N
1q ` pM bA N

2q

where the intersection and summation is done inside M bA N .

The slogan here is: For flat modules, tensor commutes with intersection and summation. The
proof of the second is quite easy and for the proof of the first isomorphism, we need to consider the following
SES that express the intersection as a kernel:

0 Ñ N XN2 Ñ N 1 ‘N2 Ñ N Ñ 0

I will let you figure out the details.

Proposition 1.5. 1. Let A be a ring and S be a multiplicative set, S´1A is flat over A and if M is flat
over A, S´1M is flat over S´1A.

2. Let A Ñ B be a map of rings, let S´1A Ñ T´1B be the induced map of localized rings, if N is a
B-module such that it’s flat over A, then T´1N is flat as A-module and then as an S´1A-module.

3. Let A Ñ B be a ring map and N be a B module, suppose that for every maximal ideal n of B Nn is
flat over A, then N is flat over A.

Proof. The first assertion is our slogan that extension of a flat module over any ring map is flat.
The second assertion is checked by:

T´1N bAM » T´1B bB pN bAMq

Then you see that this is just a composition of two exact functors, thus exact. Then by assertion 1, we know
that S´1T´1N is flat as an S´1A-module. But S´1T´1N » T´1N as we know that inverting S´1 after we
invert T´1 is inverting something we already inverted, thus is doing nothing.

The last assertion is basically the statement that exactness can be checked at only maximal ideals. If we
want to check the following sequence is exact:

0 Ñ M 1 bA N Ñ M bA N Ñ M2 bA N Ñ 0

Notice that this is actually a sequence of B-module maps, therefore to check it’s exact, we only need to check
it on each maximal ideal of B, then notice that pM bA Nqn » M bA pNnq, we are done.

Remark 1.6. The second assertion in the above proposition has important geometric consequences. As the
ring map between localizations S´1A Ñ T´1B are always given by localize at a prime. For example for any
prime q of B, we can consider it’s inverse image p, then we have an induced map Ap Ñ Bq. Then we know
that if N is a B-module that is flat over A, Nq is flat as both an A and Ap module. We will use this later.

Remark 1.7. One special case of the last assertion is id : A Ñ A, then it implies that to prove an A-module
M is flat, it suffices to prove Mm is flat over Am for all maximal ideal m in A.

Proposition 1.8. 1. If A is a ring and M is a flat A-module, if a is not a zerodivisor of A (not of M),
then the canonical map:

ˆa :M Ñ M

is injective. In particular, if A is an integral domain and M is flat, then M is torsion free.
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2. Let A be an integral domain such that Am is a DVR for every maximal ideal m, then an A-module if
flat iff it’s torsion free.

Proof. We need to be careful with the first assertion, as it states that a is not a zero divisor of A, not of M ,
therefore we don’t directly get ˆa :M Ñ M is injective, the only thing we can conclude is:

ˆa : A Ñ A

is injective, but recall that we can tensor with M and still get injective, we are done.
For the second assertion, if M is flat, then the first assertion shows that it has no torsion. Now suppose

that it has no torsion, we want to prove it’s flat, recall that it suffice to prove Mm if flat over Am for every
maximal ideal m. Let I be a nonzero (if it’s zero then there is nothing to prove as I b Mm “ 0) ideal of
Am, since Am is a DV R, I is principle, say it’s generated by some element r P A, then we have a canonical
isomorphism of Am-modules:

Am Ñ I a ÞÑ ar

This is obviously surjective, it’s also injective because Am is an integral domian an r is not 0. So we have
an isomorphism:

Mm » I bAm Mm m ÞÑ r b x

Then we want to prove that:
I bAm Mm Ñ Mm

is injective, but this is:
Mm Ñ Mm x ÞÑ rx

this is injective as we assumed that M has no torsion and A is an integral domain.

2 Faithfully Flat Modules

Let’s start with some general category theory:
Let C,D be two categories and F is a functor between these two categories, we say that F is faithful if

the induced map on the Hom sets is injective for all objects X,Y in C:

HomCpX,Y q Ñ HomDpF pXq, F pY qq

If for example F is an additive functor between additive categories, this implies that F puq “ 0 implies
u “ 0 for u P HomCpX,Y q. In this case F pXq “ 0 implies X “ 0 since we know that F pidXq “ 0 then
idX “ 0.

The functor F : C Ñ D is said to be fully faithful if:

HomCpX,Y q Ñ HomDpF pXq, F pY qq

is not only injective, but is an isomorphism for all X,Y . It’s called essentially surjective if for any object
Z in D, there is some object X in C such that F pXq » Z. We know that a functor is an equivalence of
categories if it’s fully faithful and essentially surjective.

Theorem 2.1. Let C,D be abelian categories and let F be an additive functor, the following are equivalent:

1. F is exact and faithful.

2. A sequence:
M 1 Ñ M Ñ M2

is exact iff:
FM 1 Ñ FM Ñ FM2

is exact.
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3. F is exact and the condition F pXq “ 0 implies X “ 0.

If furthermore there exists a family of nonzero objects tZiu in C such that for any nonzero object X
in C there is some Zi and some object Y in C such that there is a monomorphism Y Ñ X and an
epimorphism Y Ñ Zi, then the above three conditions are equivalent to the following:

4. F is exact and F pZiq ‰ 0 for all Zi.

Proof. Let’s first prove 1 ñ 2. FM 1 Ñ FM Ñ FM2 is exact, then the composition is 0, therefore since F
is faithful, we know that M 1 Ñ M Ñ M2 is 0, i.e. Im Ă Ker. Then:

F pKer{Imq » FKer{F Im » KerF{ImF “ 0

Again because F is exact, then F pKer{Imq “ 0 implies pKer{Im “ 0 because F is faithful, then this implies
that M 1 Ñ M Ñ M2 is exact.

Then for 2 ñ 3, since F pXq “ 0, then:

0 Ñ F pXq Ñ 0

is exact, then we know:
0 Ñ X Ñ 0

is exact, therefore X “ 0.
To prove 3 ñ 1, suppose that F puq “ 0 we want to prove u “ 0. Notice that ImF puq “ 0, then since F

is exact ImF puq “ F pImuq “ 0, therefore Imu “ 0 therefore u “ 0.
3 ñ 4 is obvious. To prove 4 ñ 3, for each nonzero object, we need to prove F pXq ‰ 0. Choose such a

Y , then since F is exact, we know that:
F pY q Ñ F pZiq

is still an epimorphism, therefore F pZiq ‰ 0 implies F pY q ‰ 0, then F pY q Ñ F pXq is a monomorphism,
since F pY q ‰ 0, then F pXq ‰ 0.

We discuss this abstract result because we want to apply it to modules:

Corollary 2.2. Let A be a ring an M is an A-module, the following conditions are equivalent:

1. The functor N ÞÑ M bA N on the category of A-modules is exact and faithful.

2. A sequence of A-modules is exact:
N 1 Ñ N Ñ N2

iff the following sequence is exact:

N 1 bAM Ñ N bAM Ñ N2 bAM

3. M is flat an M bA N “ 0 implies N “ 0.

4. M is flat and M bA A{m is not 0 for all maximal ideals of A.

Proof. Recall that for each nonzero A-module M , choose a nonzero element x in M , we take I to be the
annihilator of x, then we have a monomorphism:

A{I ãÑ M

Then consider a maximal ideal containing I, we have an epimorphism:

A{I Ñ A{m

we are done.

Definition 2.3. If an A-module M satisfies the above equivalent conditions, we say that M is faithfully
flat, which is saying that the corresponding tensor functor is faithful and is exact.
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Corollary 2.4. Let pA,mq Ñ pB,nq be a map of local rings and let M be a finitely generated B-module,
then M is faithfully flat over A iff it’s flat over A and nonzero.

Proof. We need to prove that M bA A{m is not 0, but recall that m is mapped to n, therefore we only need
to prove that:

M bB B{n ‰ 0

But since M is finitely generated over B, we can use Nakayama’s lemma, and we know this M bB B{n is 0
iff M “ 0.

Remark 2.5. The above corollary is actually quite powerful, as it will usually used together with the notion
of supports, because if you localize a finitely generated module at the support, you get a finitely generated
nonzero module, and if it’s flat, then it’s automatically faithfully flat. We will see applications of this later.

Proposition 2.6. Let A Ñ B be a homomorphism of rings, if there is a B-module that is faithfully flat
over A, then SpecB Ñ SpecA is onto.

Proof. Recall that it suffice to show that for any p P SpecA, the fiber is not empty, or B bA Ap{pAp is
nonzero.

Now if M is a B-module that is faithfully flat over A, then we know that:

M bA Ap{pAp

is first, flat over Ap{pAp (as this is an extension of rings), then it’s also a fiathfully flat module over Ap{pAp
(this is a field, therefore it’s equivalent to flat and nonzero), but notice that M if faithfully flat over A and
Ap{pAp is not 0, therefore M bA Ap{pAp ‰ 0, we are done.

Notice that M bA Ap{pAp is a B bA Ap{pAp-module, therefore the ring is not 0.

Remark 2.7. This proof shows that why the property on modules, which seems to have nothing to do with
the ring morphisms, can affect the morphism of rings, and thus, morphisms of schemes.

Simply speaking, one simple information of rings that modules can tell us is whether a ring is 0 or not.
To be more specific, if a ring is 0, then the modules over it are all 0-modules. Therefore, if you have a
nonzero module over a ring, then the ring can not be 0. This can give you important geometric information,
especially on the fibers, just as in the above proof.

Corollary 2.8. Let ϕ : A Ñ B be a ring map and let M be a finitely generated module over B that is
flat over A. Suppose that SuppM “ SpecB, then for any p P SpecA and any prime ideal q P SpecB that
is minimal among those lying above pB, we have ϕ´1q “ p. In particular, if for any minimal prime q of B,
ϕ´1q is also a minimal prime ideal.

Proof. I will let you prove the assertion in the ”in particular”.
To prove the main assertion. We know that Mq is faithfully flat over Aϕ´1q. This is because first it’s

nonzero (the support condition), then it’s flat over Aϕ´1q by a previous remark, finally, it’s also finitely
generated over Bq. Then this is enough for Mq to be faithfully flat over Aϕ´1q.

Then the map SpecBq Ñ SpecAϕ´1q is onto. Now we know that pAϕ´1q is one prime ideal in SpecAϕ´1q,
then the inverse image of pAϕ´1q is nonempty. However, we know that q is already minimal over pB, therefore
the preimage is a single prime ideal qBq, then it follows that ϕ´1q “ p.

Remark 2.9. The support condition in the previous result is easily satisfied if M “ B, then we know that
if A Ñ B is flat then in particular, we know the inverse image of a minimal prime is going to be a minimal
prime.

Now we give some condition for a ring map A Ñ B to be faithfully flat over A:

Proposition 2.10. Let ϕ : A Ñ B be a map of rings, the following conditions are equivalent:

1. B is faithfully flat over A.

2. B is flat over A and SpecB Ñ SpecA is onto.
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3. B is flat over A and for every maximal ideal m of A, there is a maximal ideal n of B such that
ϕ´1n “ m.

4. B is flat over A and for any A-module M , the canonical A-module map:

M Ñ M bA B m ÞÑ mb 1

is injective.

5. For every ideal I of A:
I bA B Ñ B xb b ÞÑ bx

is injective and ϕ´1pIBq “ I.

6. ϕ is injective and cokerϕ is flat over A.

Proof. 1 ñ 2 follows from B itself is a fully faithful module over A.
For 2 ñ 3, let m be a maximal ideal of A, we know from SpecB Ñ SpecA is onto that there is a prime

of B such that the preimage is m, then take any maximal ideal that contains that prime, we are done.
For 3 ñ 1, recall that we need to prove that for any maximal ideal m of A, B{mB is not zero. We know

that there is a n maximal ideal of B such that ϕ´1n “ m, then we know that B{n is a quotient of B{mB
which is not zero, therefore B{mB is not 0. This proves the equivalence of the first three conditions.

Then let’s prove 1 ñ 4, since B is fully faithful over A, to show that:

M Ñ M bA B m ÞÑ mb 1

is injective as an A-module map, we can base change to B and show that:

M bA B Ñ M bA B bA B mb r ÞÑ mb 1 b r

is injective. But the advantage of tensoring with B is that we can easily construct a left inverse:

M bA B bA B Ñ M bA B mb b1 b b2 ÞÑ mb b1b2

This argument is pretty interesting as you notice that there is no natural way to define even a map M bAB
to M .

Then let’s prove 4 ñ 5. The injectivity of I bA B Ñ B is just the fact that B is flat over A. Then let
M “ A{I, 4 implies that:

A{I Ñ A{I bB a ÞÑ ab 1

is injective. This map is just A{I Ñ B{IB, therefore it’s injective, this implies that the inverse image of IB
is I (do you see why).

Then let’s prove 5 ñ 3. Again, B is flat follows from I bA B Ñ B is injective for all ideals I of A. To
prove the inverse image condition, notice that for any maximal ideal m of A, we consider mB, we know that
it’s inverse image is m, then take any maximal ideal containing mB, we are done.

Finally, let’s prove that 4 ñ 6 and 6 ñ 4. Let’s first do 4 ñ 6. We need to prove ϕ is injective, then
let’s just take M “ A, then we have a SES:

0 Ñ A Ñ B Ñ coker Ñ 0

We want to prove coker is flat, then for any A-module M , we need to prove TorA1 pM, cokerq “ 1. Consider
the associated LES:

0 Ñ TorA1 pM,Bq Ñ TorA1 pM, cokerq Ñ M Ñ M bA B

Since B is flat over A, we know TorA1 pM,Bq “ 0, therefore TorA1 pM, cokerq is the kernel of M Ñ M bA B,
which is 0 since the map is injective.

Then we do 6 ñ 4. We again consider the above associated LES, this times we know that TorA1 pM, cokerq “

0, this proves that TorA1 pM,Bq “ 0 and M Ñ M bA B is injective.
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For later use, we will need the following two standard results on completions. Here we don’t want to
spend too much time on completions but you can check the corresponding sections in the FOAG note series
and there will be a write up following Mustumura’s Commutative Algebra:

Proposition 2.11. Let A be a Noetherian ring and I an ideal of A, Â the I-adic completion of A, then Â
is flat over A via the canonical ring map A Ñ Â. Moreover, it’s faithfully flat over A iff I is contained in the
radical of A.

Proof. See the write up on completions for the proof and more on the notion on completions of rings.

Proposition 2.12. Let A be a ring, I an ideal of A andM an A-module. Suppose one of the two conditions
holds:

1. I is nilpotent.

2. I is contained in the Jacobson radical of A and M is finitely generated.

Then the following conditions are equivalent:

1. M is free over A.

2. M bA A{I is free over A{I and TorA1 pM,A{Iq “ 0.

3. M bA A{I is free over A{I and the canonical map:

M{IM bA{I p‘8
n“0I

n{In`1q Ñ ‘8
n“0pInM{In`1Mq

is an isomorphism.

Proof. Let’s first think a little bit about what is the canonical map. Recall that tensor product always
commutes direct sums, therefore we are actually defining a morphism:

‘8
n“0pM{IM bA{I I

n{In`1q Ñ ‘8
n“0I

nM{In`1M

This can be defined component by component, i.e. we need to define:

M{IM bA{I I
n{In`1 Ñ InM{In`1M

we define it by m b i Ñ im, this is defined by the universal property but we still need to check it’s well
defined. Say m “ m1, we know that the difference is in IM , then the multiplication is in In`1M , or if i “ i1,
we know that the difference is in In`1, then the multiplication is also in In`1M , we are done.

It’s easy to notice that this morphism is always surjective, but it’s not always an isomorphism. As an
example, if M “ A, we know that this is an isomorphism, as we have a canonical isomorphism A{I bA{I

In{In`1 » In{In`1. But for arbitrary M , this isomorphsim is clearly not available, therefore there is no
reason to expect this is an isomorphism for arbitrary M .

Then let’s prove this proposition. 1 ñ 2 is clear as free objects are flat. 1 ñ 3 is also clear as if
M “ ‘jPJA, then we only need to prove( there are some identification issues, but all not hard):

‘jPJA{I bA{I I
n{In`1 » ‘jPJI

n{In`1

which is clear.
Then let’s prove 2 ñ 1. Let’s first assume I is nilpotent and we do not assume any Noetherian condition

on A or finite condition of M . Now let’s assume txλuλPΛ is a family of elements, such that there image in
M{IM generate M{IM and is a basis. I claim that txλuλPΛ also generates M . To see why, let N be the
submodule generated by txλuλPΛ, then we consider N ` IM , since we know that txλuλPΛ generated M{IM ,
we know that M “ N ` IM . Now we want to consider:

Q “ M{N “
IM `N

N
“ Ip

M

N
q “ IQ
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where the equality IM`N
N » IpMN q is done inside M

N , therefore we know that Q “ IQ. Notice that In “ 0 for
some n, then we know that Q “ 0. Now if we assume that M is finitely generated and I is in the Jacobson
radical, we can apply the Nakayama’s lemma and still conclude that Q “ 0. In both case xλ generate M .

Let L be the free A-module indexed by λ P Λ. And let L Ñ M be the obvious surjection, we take R to
be it’s kernel, therefore we have a SES:

0 Ñ R Ñ L Ñ M Ñ 0

Take the LES associated to TorAp´, A{Iq, we get:

0 Ñ R{IR Ñ L{IL Ñ M{IM Ñ 0

By definition, we know that L{IL Ñ M{IM is actually an isomorphism, therefore R{IR “ 0, i.e. R “ IR,
then either from I is nilpotenet, or from Nakayama’s lemma, we conclude R “ 0.

Finally, let’s prove 3 ñ 1. Let’s keep the notation above, then we have a commutative diagram:

L{ILbA{I p‘8
n“0I

n{In`1q ‘8
n“0pInL{In`1Lq

M{IM bA{I p‘8
n“0I

n{In`1q ‘8
n“0pInM{In`1Mq

I will let you find out why two horizontal arrows and the first vertical arrow are isomorphism, therefore the
following is an isomorphism:

‘8
n“0pInL{In`1Lq Ñ ‘8

n“0pInM{In`1Mq

I claim that this implies R Ă X8
n“0I

nL. This is because let’s first consider L{IL Ñ M{IM , which is an
isomorphsim, then suppose r P R, then we know that R`IL

IL is in the kernel, this implies that:

R ` IL Ă IL ñ R Ă IL

Then we consider IL{I2L Ñ IM{I2M , we know that since R is in IL, the R`I2L
I2L is in the kernel, but the

kernel is 0, therefore R is in I2L, then you can keep going. Then either you assume I is nilpotent, which
implies the intersection is 0. Or you can assume that if I is in the Jacobson, we know that

Ş8

n“0 I
nL “

I
Ş8

n“0 I
nL, but then by Nakayama’s lemma,

Ş8

n“0 I
nL “ 0, we are done.

The following is a corollary of the above result:

Corollary 2.13. Suppose that m is a maximal ideal of a ring A and M is an A-module. Suppose one of
the following conditions holds:

1. m is nilpotent.

2. A is Noetherian local and M is finitely generated.

Then the following are equivalent:

1. M is free.

2. M is projective.

3. M is flat.

4. TorA1 pM,A{mq “ 0.

5. The canonical map:

M{mM bA{m p‘8
n“0m

n{mn`1q Ñ ‘8
n“0m

nM{mn`1M

is an isomorphism.
If pA,mq is a local Noetherian integral domain with residue field k and fraction field K, M is finitely
generated, then the above conditions are equivalent to:
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6. dimKpM bA Kq “ dimkpM bA kq

Proof. Since m is a maximal ideal, A{m is a field, then we know that M{mM is always free over A{m,
therefore the freeness condition in the previous result can be ignored. Then from 1 to 5, the equivalence is
just the previous result.

Then since 1 ñ 6 is obvious even without the extra assumption, we only have to prove 6 ñ 1. As you
will see in the proof, the assumption that R is a domain is just for the existence of K, and we don’t use
particular properties of domains. Now suppose 6 holds, let xλ be a collection of elements in M whose image
in M{mM is a basis of M{mM , then by Nakayama or by m is nilpotent, we know that xλ also generates
M , we keep the notation of the above proposition and have a SES:

0 Ñ R bA K Ñ LbA K Ñ M bA K Ñ 0

Since L bA K and M bA K have the same dimension (the same cardinality even), then R bA K “ 0. But
since R is a submodule of L, it has no torsion, therefore R bA K implies R “ 0.

Remark 2.14. The above proposition and corollary, especially the corollary is quite typical, and is what
we will try to generalize that in the next section.

If you try to think about it, it says that under some conditions on the ideal, for example if you work with
a local ring and you consider the maximal ideal, which is a local notion, then to prove M is free, you only
need to prove a sequence of isomorphism. That is to say, the behavior at the maximal ideal determines if
the module is free or not. Later, we will see a similar version of this kind of statement, but for flatness, not
for freeness, this is why the title of next section is called the local criteria for flatness.

3 Local Criteria for Flatness

Proposition 3.1. Let A be a ring, I an ideal of A andM an A-module. If TorA1 pM,A{Inq “ 0 for all n ě 0,
then the canonical map:

M{IM bA{I p‘8
n“0I

n{In`1q Ñ ‘8
n“0pInM{In`1Mq

is an isomorphism. The converse is true if I is nilpotent.

Proof. First suppose the Tor functor vanishes for all n ě 0. Then for each n, we have a SES:

0 Ñ In{In`1 Ñ A{In`1 Ñ A{In Ñ 0

Then consider the associated LES of Tor, we know that we have:

0 Ñ M bA I
n{In`1 Ñ M bA A{In`1 Ñ M bA A{In Ñ 0

Notice that the last arrow is the map: M{In`1M Ñ M{InM and the kernel of this map is InM{In`1M ,
then the canonical map to the kernel is an isomorphism, therefore we have the following:

M bA I
n{In`1 Ñ InM{In`1M

Notice that M bA I
n{In`1 » M{IM bA{I I

n{In`1, this is because:

M bA pIn{In`1q » M bA pA{I bA{I I
n{In`1q

Therefore, the canonical map M{IM bA{I bA{II
n{In`1 Ñ InM{In`1M is an isomorphism for each n, we

are done.
For the converse under the assumption that I is nilpotent. Notice that if we write out more terms in the

LES, we get:

TorA1 pM,A{In`1q Ñ TorA1 pM,A{Inq Ñ M bA I
n{In`1 Ñ M bA A{In`1 Ñ M bA A{In Ñ 0

Then if the canonical map is an isomorphism, then we know thatMˆApIn{In`1q will be the kernel, therefore
the map is injective in particular, therefore TorA1 pM,A{In`1q Ñ TorA1 pM,A{Inq is onto for all n. Now since
I is nilpotent, we know that A{In`1 is A for large n, but notice that TorA1 pM,Aq “ 0 for all M , then we are
done.
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Proposition 3.2. Let A Ñ B be a map of rings and let M be an A-module, the following conditions are
equivalent:

1. For every B-module TorA1 pM,Nq “ 0.

2. M bA B is flat over B and TorA1 pM,Bq “ 0.

Proof. Let’s prove 1 ñ 2 first. Take N “ B, we get TorA1 pM,Bq “ 0. Then let’s assume that:

0 Ñ N 1 Ñ N Ñ N2 Ñ 0

is a SES of B-modules, since TorA1 pM,N2q “ 0, we know that tensor with M gives you an exact sequence:

0 Ñ M bA N
1 Ñ M bA N Ñ M bA N

2 Ñ 0

But this is:
0 Ñ pM bA Bq bB N

1 Ñ pM bA Bq bB N Ñ pM bA Bq bB N
2 Ñ 0

This shows M bA B is flat over B.
Conversely, let L Ñ B be a surjective map of B-modules where L is free over B and we still let R be the

kernel, then we have a LES:

TorA1 pM,Lq Ñ TorA1 pM,Nq Ñ M bA R Ñ M bA L Ñ M bA N Ñ 0

Notice that the first three terms, can be thought as tensor with M bA B over B, but M bA B is flat,
then we know that M bA R Ñ M bA L is injective. Recall that Tor commutes with direct sums, then
TorA1 pM,Lq » ‘Tor1ApM,Bq “ 0. Combine all these, we get TorA1 pM,Nq “ 0.

Corollary 3.3. Let A be a ring, I an ideal andM an A-module, then the following conditions are equivalent:

1. TorA1 pM,Nq “ 0 for all A{I-modules N .

2. M ˆA A{I is flat over A{i and TorA1 pM,A{Iq “ 0.

3. TorA1 pM,Nq “ 0 for any A-module N annihilated by some power of I.

If these conditions are satisfied the canonical map:

M{IM bA{I p‘8
n“0I

n{In`1q Ñ ‘8
n“0pInM{In`1Mq

is an isomorphism.

Proof. 1 and 2 are equivalent by the above result and 3 ñ 1 is obvious.
To prove 1 ñ 3, say N is some A-module, annihilated by some power of I. From 1 we know that:

TorA1 pM, InN{In`1Nq “ 0

for all n ě n. Then we know that first TorA1 pM,N{INq “ 0. Then consider the following SES:

0 Ñ IN{I2N Ñ N{I2N Ñ N{IN Ñ 0

Then take the LES associated to TorA1 pM,´q, we get TorA1 pM,N{I2Nq “ 0, then keep going and use
induction we get the desired conclusion.

Finally, the last assertion follows from 3 because in particular 3 implies:

TorA1 pM,A{Inq “ 0

Now we are finally able to say something about flatness:
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Proposition 3.4. Again, let A be a ring, I be an ideal and M is an A-module, then consider the following
conditions:

1. M if flat over A.

2. M bA A{I is flat over A{I and TorA1 pM,A{Iq “ 0.

3. M bA A{I is flat over A{I and the canonical homomorphism:

M{IM bA{I p‘8
n“0I

n{In`1q Ñ ‘8
n“0pInM{In`1Mq

is an isomorphism.

4. For any n ě n, M bA A{In is flat over A{In.

Without any extra assumption, we always have 1 ñ 2 ñ 3 ñ 4. Moreover, if I is nilpotent or A is
Noetherian and M bA N is separated with respect to the I-adic topology any finitely generated A-module
N , then 4 ñ 1.

Proof. 1 ñ 2 is just the fact that extension of scalar preserves flatness. 2 ñ 3 is the above corollary. Now
let’s prove 3 ñ 4. Consider the ring A{IN , we know that in this ring, the ideal I{IN is nilpotent. Also
consider the module N “ M{INM , we know that:

M{INM

pI{IN qM{INM
»

M{INM

pIM ` INM{INMq
» M{pIM ` INMq “ M{IM

and
A{IN{pI{IN q » A{I

Moreover:

pIn{IN qpM{INMq

pIn`1{IN qpM{INMq
“

pINM ` InMq{pINMq

pINM ` In`1Mq{pINMq
»

INM ` InM

INM ` In`1M
»

InM

In`1M X InM
»

InM

In`1M

Therefore, the canonical isomorphism:

M{IM bA{I p‘8
n“0I

n{In`1q Ñ ‘8
n“0pInM{In`1Mq

implies that we have a similar result for M{INM bpA{IN q{pI{IN q ¨ ¨ ¨ , then we can quote the first result in

this section, since I{IN is nilpotent, we know from this isomorphism that TorA{IN
pM{INM,A{Iq “ 0.

Now again, we consider M{INM , A{IN{I{IN and Tor
A{IN

1 pM{INM,A{Iq, I claim that condition 2 of

the previous corollary is satisfied by these three objects M{INM , A{IN{I{IN and Tor
A{IN

1 pM{INM,A{Iq

and thus we get condition 3, i.e.:

Tor
A{IN

1 pM{INM,Nq “ 0

for any A{IN -module N that is annihilated by some parts of I{IN , but notice that I{IN is nilpotent, then
N is any A{IN -module. But this is what you need for M{INM to be flat over A{IN , we are done.

Then let’s try to prove 4 ñ 1 in the assumption I is nilpotent or M bA N is separated. The case for
I is nilpotent is easy if you take n to be large enough. So the real issue is the separatedness condition.
Recall that if M is an A-module, then it’s separated with repsect to the I-adic topology. Recall that being
separated in the I-adic topology can be interpreted as:

8
č

n“0

InpM bA Nq “ 0

Now to prove M is flat over A, we need to prove that for any two finitely generated A-modules N,N 1 and
an injective map of A-modules i : N ãÑ N 1, we get an injective map:

M bA N ãÑ M bA N
1

11



Since we know that InpM bANq “ 0, it’s enough to show that the kernel is contained in each InpM bANq,
for all n ě 0. Notice that InpM bA Nq, as a submodule of M bA N , is he same as the image:

ImpM bA I
nN Ñ M bNq

Similarly, suppose that V is a collection of submodule of N such that it forms a basis at 0 with respect to
the I-adic topology, then we consider:

W “ ImpM bA V Ñ M bA Nq “ kerpM bA N Ñ M bA pN{V qq

(The reason the kernel is the image is because tensor is right exact) Since V forms a basis, for each such V ,
we know that there exists a n0 such that for all N ě n0 I

nN Ă V . Then notice that we know that the image
of M bA I

nN Ă M bA V . Then if we can show that the kernel is in all of the images of M bA V Ñ M bAN ,
we are good.

Recall that we assumed that N is finitely generated and A is Noetherian, we can use the Artin-Rees
lemma to pick V to be N 1 X InN for n ě 0 since we have an injection N ãÑ N 1. Then we have the following
commutative diagram:

M bA N M bA pN 1{pN X InN 1qq

M bA N
1 M bA pN 1{InN 1q

We want this diagram because on the right hand side, the stuff you tensor is A{In-module, then we know
that it’s:

M{InM bA{In pN 1{pN X InN 1qq Ñ M{InM bA{In N
1{InN 1

What is important is that N{pN X InN 1q Ñ N 1{InN 1 is injective, then we know that the tensor morphism
is injective, therefore we know that the kernel of M bA N Ñ M bA N 1 is contained in the kernel of
M bA N Ñ M bA pN 1{pN X InN 1qq, we are done.

Combine all the above results we have, we get one important result:

Theorem 3.5. Grothendieck’s local Criteria for Flatness Let A Ñ B be a map of Noetherian rings
with I an ideal of A such that IB is contained in the Jacobson radical of B and M a finitely generated
B-module, then the following are equivalent:

1. M if flat over A.

2. M bA A{I is flat over A{I and TorA1 pM,A{Iq “ 0.

3. M bA A{I is flat over A{I and the canonical homomorphism:

M{IM bA{I p‘8
n“0I

n{In`1q Ñ ‘8
n“0pInM{In`1Mq

is an isomorphism.

4. For any n ě n, M bA A{In is flat over A{In.

Proof. All the role that B plays here is for us to check the condition that M bAN is separated with respect
to the I-adic topology for this I for any finitely generated A-module N . Notice that M bA N is a finitely
generated B-module, and IB is contained in the Jacobson radical of B, then M bA N is separated with
respect to the IB-adic topology, or more precisely:

8
č

n“0

pIqnpM bA Bq Ă

8
č

n“0

pIBqnpM bA Bq “ 0

We are done.

12



Remark 3.6. Since IB is contained in the Jacobson radical, we can use the Krull Intersection theorem
and Nakayama’s lemma to conclude that for any B-module X, X is separated with respect to the I-adic
topology, I will leave the details as an exercise.

Proposition 3.7. Let pA,mq Ñ pB,nq be a map of local rings, and u : M Ñ M 1 a map of B-modules
between finitely generated B-modules withM 1 flat over A. Then the following two conditions are equivalent:

1. u is injective and cokeru is flat over A.

2. M bA A{m Ñ M 1 bA A{m is injective.

Proof. 1 ñ 2 is to think about the SES:

0 Ñ M Ñ M 1 Ñ cokeru Ñ 0

Since cokeru is flat, then consider the LES of Tor, we get the desired injection.
Suppose that M bA A{m Ñ M 1 bA A{m1 is an injection. Consider the following diagram:

M{mM bA{m p‘8
n“0m

n{mn`1q M 1{mM 1 bA{m p‘8
n“0m

n{mn`1q

‘8
n“0pmnM{mn`1Mq ‘8

n“0pmnM 1{mn`1M 1q

»

Since A{m is a field, then tensor with everything is exact, therefore the top horizontal map is injective, and
since M 1 is flat over A, we know that the right vertical map is an isomorphism. Moreover, we know the left
vertical map is surjective, which implies the bottom horizontal map is injective, therefore u is injective.

Therefore, we have a SES:
0 Ñ M Ñ M 1 Ñ cokeru Ñ 0

Consider the LES of Torp´, A{mq, you will be able to prove cokeru is flat.

Proposition 3.8. Let pC, lq Ñ pA,mq Ñ pB,nq be a sequence of maps of local rings and let M be a finitely
generated B-module. Say A is flat over C, then the following conditions are equivalent:

1. M is flat over A.

2. M is flat over C and M bC C{l is flat over AbC C{l.

Proof. 1 ñ 2 is just our early slogan that restriction along a flat map and extension by scalar.
To show 2 ñ 1. Suppose that M is flat over C and M{lM is flat over A{lA. By the local criteria for

flatness, we know that it suffice to prove the following is an isomorphism:

M{lM bA{lA p‘8
n“0l

nA{ln`1Aq Ñ ‘8
n“0l

nM{ln`1M

Recall that A,M is flat over C, then we know that we have we have the following isomorphisms again by
the local criteria:

A{lAbC{l p‘8
n“0l

n{ln`1q Ñ ‘8
n“0l

nA{ln`1A

M{lmbC{l p‘8
n“0l

n{ln`1q Ñ ‘8
n“0l

nM{ln`1M

Then consider:

M{lM bA{lA pA{lAbC{l p‘8
n“0l

n{ln`1qq Ñ M{lM bA{lA p‘8
n“0l

nA{ln`1Aq Ñ ‘8
n“0l

nM{ln`1M

Notice that the first arrow is an isomorphism and the composition of two arrows is also an isomorphism,
therefore the second arrow is also an isomorphism.
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4 Constructible Sets

We also do a little review on constructible sets in this section since we have already discussed it in the FOAG
notes sereis, we don’t use the notion of constructible sets a lot in the following study of étale cohomology
besides some side topological applications in next section on flat morphisms. So this discussion is here just
for completeness. A more important notion is called constructible sheaves, which we will discuss later.

First, suppose that X is a topological space, we say that a subset of X is locally closed if it’s the
intersection of an open and a closed subset. We say that a subset of X is constructible if it’s the union of
finitely many locally closed subsets. It’s easy to prove that if X1, X2 are locally closed, then their union,
intersection and X1´X2 are all locally closed. Another common way to define locally closed subsets is to say
that it’s the algebra generated by all open subsets of X. I.e. the collection of subsets such that all open sets
are in it, and it’s closed under finite intersections and complements. (This is not a sigma algebra as sigma
algebra is closed under countably many intersections.) We have already proved that these two definition
are equivalent in the FOAG series. In this discussion, we will give the proof of Chevalley again, but with a
different approach:

Proposition 4.1. Let X be an Noetherian topological space. A subset Y of X is constructible iff for any
irreducible closed subset F of X such that Y X F is dense in F , then the set Y X F contains a nonempty
open of F .

Proof. Here we assume we work with Noetherian topological spaces because we want to use Noetherian
induction.

Suppose that Y is constructible, and Y X F is dense in Y . Recall that Y X F is also constructible,
therefore:

Y X F “ pU1 X F1q Y ¨ ¨ ¨ Y pUn X Fnq

for open subsets Ui and closed subsets Fi. Notice that we can replace every Fi by FiXF and assume Fi Ă F .
Since F is the closure of Y X F and taking closure commutes with finite unions, therefore we know that in
the end:

F “ pU1 X F1q Y ¨ ¨ ¨ Y pUn X Fnq

Recall that each Ui X Fi is a closed subset in F , which is irreducible, therefore F “ Ui X Fi for some Fi,
but we know that the closure of Ui X Fi is inside Fi and Fi Ă F , we know that F “ Fi, then we know that
Y X F “ Ui X F .

Conversely, suppose that Y X F contains a nonempty open of F for all F . We will use Noetherian
induction, therefore consider:

F “ tZ Ă X : Z ‰ H, Z is closed and Z X Y is not constructibleu

If we assume Y is not constructible, then F is nonempty since Y is inside F . Since X is Noetherian, we
know that F contains a miminal element, say Z0, and if Z0 is not irreducible, we know that it’s a finite
union of irreducible components, again because we work in Noetherian spaces. I claim that there is at least
one of the components is in F , which is a contradiction to the minimality of Z0, therefore Z0 is irreducible.

If Z0 X Y is not dense in Z0, then by minimality of Z0, we know that Y X pY X Z0q is constructible.
However, notice that Y X pY X Z0q is just Y XZ0. This contradicts Z0 P F , therefore Y XZ0 is dense, then
by our assumption, there is a nonempty open subset of Z0 contained in Y XZ0. Again, by minimality of Z0,
we know that Y X pZ0 ´Uq is constructible and Y XZ0 “ U Y pY X pZ0 ´Uqq, but this implies that Y XZ0

is constructible, a contradiction, therefore Y is constructible.

Theorem 4.2. (Chevalley) Let f be a morphism of finite type between Noetherian schemes, then fpXq

is constructible.

Proof. Since f is finite type and X, Y are Noetherian, we can cover Y by finitely many affine opens Vi, and
then cover f´1Vi with finitely many affine opens Uij . We know that X “

Ť

ij fpUijq, therefore we only need
to prove each fpUijq is constructible. Since fpUijq is in Vi, which is open, then we only need to show that
the image in Vij is constructible, therefore we can assume we deal with X “ SpecB and Y “ SpecA.
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Recall that any irreducible closed subset of SpecA is of the form V ppq for some prime p. Then we know
that fpSpecBq X V ppq can be though as the image of:

SpecB{pB Ñ SpecA{p

We know that if the image is dense in SpecA{p, the morphism A{p Ñ B{pB is injective, therefore by the above
proposition, to prove fpSpecBq is constructible in SpecA, we need to prove that if SpecB{pB Ñ SpecA{p is
dense in SpecA{p, i.e. A{p Ñ B{pB is injective, then the image contains an open subset, and we can take it
to be a distinguished open. Therefore it can be translated to the algebraic problem: If A Ñ B is an injective
map of rings between Noetherian rings where A is a domain and B is a finitely generated A-algebra, then
there is a nonzero a P A such that every prime in Dpaq is the inverse image of some prime in B.

Let’s write B “ Arx1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , xns where we can assume that the first r variables are algebraically independent
over A and the remaining variables are algebraic over Arx1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , xrs, i.e. choose a maximal set of algebraically
independent subset. Then we know that for each r ` 1 ď j ď n, we have a relation:

pj0x
dj
j ` pj1x

dj´1
j ` ¨ ¨ ¨ ` pjdj “ 0

where pji P Arx1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , xrs and pj0 ‰ 0. Let’s first assume that r ` 1 ď n, i.e. there is at least one xj such
that it’s algebraic over Arx1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , xrs.

Then consider the element
śn
j“r`1 pj0, i.e. the product of all the top coefficients of the relations of xj for

j ě r` 1. This is a nonzero polynomial in Arx1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , xrs, and we take a to be any of the nonzero coefficients
of this polynomial. It turns out this a and Dpaq works. Suppose that p P Dpaq, consider p1 “ prx1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , xns,
and this is a prime ideal of Arx1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , xrs because the quotient is A{prx1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , xns, which is still a domain.
The key here is that

śn
j“r`1 pj0 R p1 since by definition, the coefficients of the polynomials in p1 are in

p. This consider Arx1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , xrs Ñ B, we localize both rings at p1, then this time, the relations for xj for
j ě r ` 1 can be made monic, then we know that Bp1 is monic over Ap1 , then we can apply the lying over
theorem saying that there is some prime q of Bp1 whose inverse image is p1, then consider:

A Ñ Arx1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , xrs

since the inverse image of p1, by definition is p, we know the inverse image of q in A is p, we are done.

Remark 4.3. Perhaps what a lot of people think when they see constructible sets is that this is a notion
that is not a clear as opens and closed subsets. Yes it is, but this is not something mysterious and you see
by these two results above, at least for schemes, the way you prove something is constructible is to translate
that to something you know, i.e. irreducible closed, density and affine opens. So, don’t be scared by this
notion of being constructible, they are actually not so bad.

Corollary 4.4. Let f : X Ñ Y be as in the above theorem, if Z is constructible of X, then fpZq is
constructible.

Proof. Recall that Z is a finite union of locally closed subsets, therefore we only have to prove this for locally
closed subsets. But if it’s locally closed, we can assume Z “ U X F , and therefore, we can consider the
canonical locally closed embedding composed with f :

Z ãÑ U ãÑ X Ñ Y

Recall that since X is Noetherian and any open embedding is locally of finite type, then the open embedding
is finite type, then the composition of three finite type morphisms is finite type, then consider the image of
Z under this map, we are done.

Proposition 4.5. Suppose that X is a Noetherian topological space such that every irreducible closed
subset has a unique generic point, let U be a constructible subset of X and let x be a point in U , then U
contains an open neighborhood of x iff every generalization y of x is in U .

Proof. Suppose that U contains a neighborhood of x, then we know that for each generalization of x it must
be in this neighborhood, therefore we are done.
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Conversely, we want to prove that if every generalization of x is in U , then U contains a neighborhood of
x. Again, we assume for the sake of contradiction that U doesn’t contain any open neighborhood of x, then
the following collection is not empty:

F “ tx P Z Ă X : Z is closed and U X Z doesn’t contain a neighborhood of x in Zu

This is because we can take Z “ X. Again since X is Noetherian, we pick a minimal element, say Z0.
I claim that Z0 is irreducible, since if not, first assume x P Z1 X Z2. By the minimality of Z0, we know
that for Z1, Z2, there are V1, V2 such that Vi X Zi “ U X Zi, then we know that pV1 X V2q X pZ1 Y Z2q “

ppV1 X V2q X Z1q Y ppV1 X V2q X Z2q “ ppU X Z1q X V2q Y ppU X Z2q X V1q, each of which is a neighborhood
of x, therefor the intersection is also a neighborhood of x. Now suppose that x P Z1 ´ Z2, again by the
minimality of Z0, there is a V1 neighborhood of x such that Z1 X V1 Ă U X Z1 then we know that U X Z0

contains pV1 ´Z2q XZ0 of x, this is a contradiction. Similarly if it’s in Z2 ´Z1, we get a contradiction again.
Therefore Z0 must be irreducible. Let y be the generic point of y, then since x P Z, we know that y is a
generalization of x, therefore y P U . Then U X Z0 is dense in Z0, therefore by our previous result, U X Z0

contains a nonempty open V of Z0, but since Z0 is in F , we must have x R V , then consider Z0 ´ V , by
minimality of Z0, we know that there is aW neighborhood of x in X such thatW XpZ0 ´V q Ă UXpZ0 ´V q.
I claim this implies that W X Z0 Ă U X Z0 and it contains x, this contradict Z0 P F , contradiction.

Corollary 4.6. Let X be a Noetherian topological space such that every irreducible closed subset has a
generic point. A subset U of X is open if and only if the following two conditions hold:

1. U contains generalizations of points in U .

2. For every x P U , U X x contains a nonempty open subset of x.

Proof. Again the only if part is clear. Then suppose the above two conditions hold, we will first prove that
U is constructible. Suppose that F is an irreducible closed subset of X with generic point x, then if U X F
is dense in F , we know that x P U XF , then condition 1 implies x P U , then condition 2 implies that U XF
contains a nonempty open of F , then the above proposition tells us U X F contains a nonempty open of F ,
so U is constructible.

Then to prove U is open, we need to prove for each x P U , there is a neighborhood of x contained in U .
But this is again true by 1 and the previous proposition.

5 Flat Morphisms

Since we have already discussed a lot of flat morphisms in our discussion in the FOAG notes series, we
only gather and prove, as a reminder, some results we will use later. Let’s begin our discussion by a simple
proposition:

Proposition 5.1. Let f : X Ñ Y be a finite type morphism between Noetherian schemes. Let x P X and
y “ fpxq, then the following conditions are equivalent:

1. f maps every neighborhood of x to a neighborhood of y, i.e. f is open at x.

2. For every generalization y1 of y there is a generalization x1 of x such that fpx1q “ y1.

3. The morphism SpecOX,x Ñ SpecOY,y induced by f is surjective on the underlying topological space.

Proof. I will leave it for you to prove that 2 and 3 are equivalent, which should be obvious.
Then let’s prove 1 ñ 2. Assume that y P y1. Consider the inverse image f´1py1q, which is also a closed

subset, therefore is a finite union of irreducible components because X is Noetherian. Let F be the union of
irreducible components that don’t contain x. Then X ´ F is a neighborhood of x, then by our assumption
on 1, we know fpX ´ F q is a neighborhood of y, hence y1 P fpX ´ F q. This implies that there is some
x1 P X ´F such that fpx1q is y1. Then x lives in one of the components of f´1ty1u that contains x, say the
component is C. Then let x1 be the generic point of C, I claim fpx1q “ y1. We know that x1 P tx1u, hence
fpx1q “ y1 P tfpx1qu, but notice that by definition x1 P f´1ty1u, therefore fpx1q P ty1u. Therefore y1 “ fpx1q.
We are done.
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Conversely, let’s prove 2 ñ 1. Let U be a neighborhood of x, we know that fpUq is constructible, then
suppose that y “ fpxq is in fpUq, we know that for each generalization of y, say y1, there is a generalization
of x, say x1 in U such that fpx1q “ y1. This implies fpUq is open.

Remark 5.2. This proposition is an excellent example of why we say that the stalk at a point isn’t just
about the information at that single point, but actually contains much more information on the surrounding
geometry. For example, if you are willing to add the condition of finite type and Noetherainity, it tells you
whether a morphism is open at a point or not.

The following theorem is key for flat morphisms:

Theorem 5.3. Suppose that f : X Ñ Y is a morphism of finite type between Noetherian schemes and let
F be a coherent OX -module with SuppF “ X. Suppose that Fx is flat over OY,fpxq for all x P X, then f is
open.

Remark 5.4. Before we prove it, you should find that this is a quite surprising result. The reason for being
surprised is very well grounded, since typically, a module over a ring can be quite arbitrary, and people in
general don’t think an arbitrary module have any important effect on the geometry. However, what you see
here is that the notion of flatness, especially faithfully-flatness of modules plays very well with the geometry
of morphisms. One special case is when F “ OX , and you will see later that we have a special name for it.
This remark echos with one of the previous remark on why faithfully flatness is related to surjectivity.

Proof. Recall that since we have a morphism of local rings OY,fpxq Ñ OX,x for each x P X. And we know
that Fx is flat over OY,fpxq and is finitely generated. Then we know that since Fx is not 0, it’s faithfully flat
over OY,fpxq, then we know that this implies that SpecOX,x Ñ SpecOY,fpxq is surjective on the underlying
topological spaces. This plus the above proposition shows that f is open at x P X for all x, then f is
open.

The following lemma are useful, which is closed related to the generic flatness. We discussed that in
the FOAG series, and you can see that note series for more information.

Lemma 5.5. Let A be a Noetherian integral domain and B is a finitely generated A-algebra. Suppose M
is a finitely generated B-algebra then there is a nonzero element f P A such that Mf is free over Af .

Proof. Let’s assume that M is not 0, then we know that any nonzero finitely generated module over a
Noetherian ring has a filtration:

0 “ M0 Ă M1 Ă ¨ ¨ ¨ Ă Mn “ M

such that Mi{Mi´1 “ B{pi for some pi P SpecB. Recall that if we have a SES:

0 Ñ M 1 Ñ M Ñ M2 Ñ 0

where M 1,M2 are free, then M is also free. Then using induction, if we can prove that there is some fi such
that pMi{Mi´1qf is free over Afi for each i, we take f “

ś

i fi and we are done.
Therefore, we can assume that M is some finitely generated A-algebra B over A such that it’s also a

domain, and we want to find some f such that Bf is free over Af . Let’s first assume that A Ñ B has a
nontrivial kernel, then we know that if we invert f , Bf is 0, then the assertion is trivial. So let’s assume that
A Ñ B is injective, i.e. A is a subring of B. Let K be the field of fractions of A, then we have the following
diagram:

A B

K S´1B

where S is all the nonzero elements of A, and S´1B is contained in the field of fractions of B. Recall
that the S´1B is a domain, and it’s finitely generated as a K-algebra, then we know that dimS´1B “

trdegKS
´1B ă 8. Say n “ dimS´1B. Let’s first take a look at what happens if n “ 0. We know that from
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Noether normalization that S´1B is just a finite K-algebra, and assume that a basis consists of elements in
B, say br, ¨ ¨ ¨ , br. Then consider:

Ar Ñ B

that maps ei to bi, tensor this with K we get an isomorphism, but notice that we know that tensor by K
over A is flat, therefore we know that the kernel and cokernel of Ar Ñ B is 0 after we tensor with K. This
implies that the kernel and cokernel are both 0 after we invert at some element, this is because the kernel
and cokernel are finitely generated. So we are done with the base case and we will use induction to handle
the general case where n ‰ 0.

Now assume that n ‰ 0, by Noether normalization again, we know that there are n algebraically inde-
pendent elements y1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , yn P S´1B, such that S´1B is algebraic over Kry1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , yns, bu multiply yi’s with
the numerators, we can assume that yi P B.

Now think about A ãÑ Ary1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , yns ãÑ B, we know that y1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , yn is a maximal set of algebraically
independent elements of B over A since if there is one more, this contradictions y1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , yn being a transcen-
dence basis. Then since B is finitely generated over Ary1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , yns, we can assume that they are x1 ¨ ¨ ¨ , xm.
Then consider the following diagram:

A Ary1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , yns B

K Kry1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , yns S´1B

we consider the generators in B as elements in S´1B, since we know that S´1B is finite over Kry1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , yns,
we know that xi satisfy some monic polynomial over Kry1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , yns:

xdii ` aidi´1x
di´1
i ` ¨ ¨ ¨ ` ai0 “ 0

Then by localize at the product g of the denominators of the coefficients of aij ’s for all i, we can assume
that Bg is integral over Agry1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , yns.

Then denote C “ Ary1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , yns, we can assume that B is finite over C. Since B is a finitely generated
module over C, we can assume there is a maximal class of elements that is linearly independent, say they
are b1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , bk, then we consider the SES:

0 Ñ Ck Ñ B Ñ B1 Ñ 0

Where B1 is a finitely algebra over C, which is torsion. Then we again split B1 using the filtration, but since
B1 is torsion, we know that if we tensor the filtration with the fraction field of C, everything is 0, therefore
we know that in the filtration no subquotient is C, they are all C{p for some nonzero prime of C. Now
consider K b pC{pq, which is Kry1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , yns{p bA K, notice that p bA K is not zero then we know that the
dimension of Kry1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , yns{pbAK is less than n, then the induction hypothesis implies that there is a f P A
such that B1

f is free over Af , but notice that C “ Ary1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , yns, which is already free over A, then Cf is
free over Af , this implies that Bf is free over Af . We are done.

Lemma 5.6. Let A be a Noetherian ring, B is a finitely generated A-algebra, q a prime ideal of B, p is the
inverse image of q in A. Suppose that Mq is flat over Ap, there is a g P B ´ q such that pM{pMqg is flat

over A{p and TorA1 pM,A{pqg “ 0.

Proof. By the above result, we know that there is a f P A´p such that pM{pMqf is flat over pA{pqf . Recall

that Mq is flat over Ap, therefore it’s flat over A as A Ñ Ap is also flat. Then we consider TorA1 pM,A{pqq,
since we know that Tor functor commutes with flat base change:

TorA1 pM,A{pqq » TorA1 pM bB Bq, A{pbB Bqq “ TorA1 pMq, A{pq “ 0

Then consider the SES:
0 Ñ p Ñ A Ñ A{p Ñ 0
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consider the LES of Tor, we get:

0 Ñ TorA1 pM,A{pq Ñ M bA p Ñ M ÑÑ M bA A{p Ñ 0

Since recall that M bA p is also a finitely generated module of B, then TorA1 pM,A{pq is also a finitely
generated B-module, then since TorA1 pM,A{pqq “ 0 and TorA1 pM,A{pq is finitely generated, we have some

g1 P B ´ q such that TorA1 pM,A{pqg1 “ 0, then we can take g “ fg1.

Lemma 5.7. Under the condition of the above lemma, for every prime q1 of B that contains q but not g,
Mq1 is flat over A.

Proof. Apply the Grothendieck’s local criteria to A Ñ Bq1 with I “ p and M “ Mq1 .
Then we know that if we want to prove Mq1 is flat over A, we need to show that Mq1 bA A{p is flat over

A{p and TorA1 pMq1 , A{pq “ 0. But these are all just further localizations for the localization at g since q1

doesn’t contain g, we are done.

Remark 5.8. You probably are confused why we need the above two lemma, and here is a partial answer.
Notice that in this proposition, we are considering primes q1 that are in V pqq, but not containing g, which
means that it’s in Dpgq, i.e. we are looking at primes in Dpgq X x. For each prime q1 in this subset Mq1 is
flat over A, which implies that it’s also flat over Ap1 where p1 is the inverse image of q1. Then if we consider
the primes q1 of SpecB where Mq1 is flat over Ap1 where p1 is the inverse image of q1. Say this subset is
called U , then we know that the above two lemma tells us if q P U , then U X q contains a nonempty open
of x. And if you remember where we used this conditions, this together with the condition that U contains
generalizations, can be used to show that U is open. And suppose that q2 Ă q, we know we have:

M Mq Mq2

A B Bq Bq2

I will let you figure out why this implies Mq2 is also flat over A (hint: Bq Ñ Bq2 is flat and you can see
the proof of the following theorem for more information), then U obviously contains generalizations. This
proves U is open.

We will need the following theorem later, which is always called the generic flatness theorem:

Theorem 5.9. Let f : X Ñ Y be a finite type morphism between Noetherian schemes and F is a coherent
OX -module, then the following hold:

1. If Y is integral, then there is a a nonempty open of Y , hence dense such that for all x P f´1V , Fx is
flat over OY,fpxq.

2. In general, the set U of points x P X such that Fx is flat over OY,fpxq is open.

Proof. Let’s first prove 1. Pick any affine open SpecA of Y , we know that A is a domain, and we know that
we can cover the inverse image with finitely many SpecBi where Bi is a finitely generated A-algebra. Then
we know that we can assume F |SpecBi

is ĂMi for some finitely generated Mi over Bi. We know that there
is a fi P A nonzero, such that Mfi is free over Afi , thus flat. We take f “

ś

fi, then consider the inverse

image, which can be covered by SpecpBiqf and F |SpecpBiqf is ČpMiqf , where pMiqf is free over SpecAf . Then
we know that if we localize pMiqf at q, which is a prime in pBiqf , we can do this in two steps. First, we can
first localize at the image of Af ´ p, i.e.:

pMiqf bpBiqf pBiqp

But we have a canonical isomorphism:

pMiqf bpBiqf pBiqp » pMiqf bAf
Ap
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Therefore, this is free over Ap, which is flat over Ap, then consider:

Ap Ñ Bp Ñ Bq

We know that pMiqf bpBiqf pBiqp over Mp is flat over Ap, and pMiqq is a further localization of this, i.e.:

pMiqq » ppMiqf bpBiqf pBiqpq bpBiqp Bq

And we know that Bp Ñ Bq is flat, then we know that pMiqq is flat over Ap. This is because we have the
following result if A Ñ B Ñ C is a sequence of rings such that C is flat over B and M is a B-module flat
over A, then M bB C is flat over A. For example we know that:

´ bA pM bB Cq » p´ bAMq bB C

we know that this is a composition, where the first is exact and second is also exact, we are done.
Then let’s prove 2, I will let you figure out why we can assume that X “ SpecB and Y “ SpecA, then

this is just the previous remark.

Definition 5.10. A morphism f : X Ñ Y of schemes is called flat at x P X if OX,x is flat over OY,fpxq.
It’s called flat if it’s flat at every x P X.

It’s called a faithfully flat morphism iff it’s flat and surjective on the underlying space.

Example 5.11. For example, if f : SpecB Ñ SpecA is a morphism between affine schemes, then it’s
faithfully flat iff B is a faithfully flat A-algebra.

First, let’s assume that f is faithfully flat. Then we know that suppose q is a prime of B, whose inverse
image is p in A, then the assumption tells you that Ap Ñ Bq is flat, since A Ñ Ap is flat, we know that Bq is
flat over A for all primes of q, this tells you that B is flat over A. We also want to prove that B is faithfully
flat over A, notice that SpecB Ñ SpecA is surjective implies that for all maximal ideals of A, say m, the
fiber, i.e. SpecpB bA A{mq is not empty, this plus B is flat over A implies that B is faithully flat over A.

Then if B is faithfully flat over A, we know that SpecB Ñ SpecA is surjective. We also know Ap Ñ Bq
is flat, then f is faithfully flat, we are done.

Remark 5.12. What we discussed in this section tells you that if f is a finite type morphism between
Noetherian schemes, the locus where f is flat is open. And if we know that f is flat, then f is an open
mapping.

6 Descent of Quasicoherent Sheaves

From this section, we can really touch on the real topic of this chapter, i.e. descent theory. In the later
study of étale cohomology, you will find that descent theory is a very powerful tool. Let’s start from descent
of quasicoherent sheaves first.

A morphism of schemes f : X Ñ Y is called quasicompact if the inverse image of any quasicompact
open in Y is still quasicompact and it’s equivalent to the inverse image of any affine open in Y is quasicompact
in X, or there is an affine cover of Y such that the inverse image of each affine open is quasicompact in X.
For the notation we will use, suppose that g1, g2 : B Ñ C are two maps of sets, we define:

kerpB
g1
Ñ
g2
Cq “ tb P B : g1pbq “ g2pbqu

and if f : A Ñ B is another map of set, we say that the sequence:

A
f

Ñ B
g1
Ñ
g2
C

is exact if f is injective and imf “ kerpB
g1
Ñ
g2
Cq. Now we can state the most important theorem in this

sections:
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Theorem 6.1. Let g : S1 Ñ S be a quasicompact faithfully flat morphism and (We usually abbreviate this
as qcfp where this ”p” comes from the French word ”plat” which is the English word ”flat”) let S2 “ S1 ˆSS

1,
for any 1 ď i ď 2, let:

pi : S
2 “ S1 ˆS S

1 Ñ S1

be the projection to the i-th factor, and for all 1 ď i ă j ď 3, let:

pij : S
1 ˆS S

1 ˆS S
1 Ñ S1 ˆS S

1 “ S2

be the projection to the pi, jq-th factor, then:

1. Let F ,G be quasicoherent OS-modules and let F 1,G1 (resp. F2,G2) be their pullback on S1 (resp. S2),
then the sequence:

HomOS
pF ,Gq

g˚

Ñ HomOS1 pF 1,G1q
p˚
1

Ñ
p˚
2

HomOS2 pF2,G2q

is exact.

2. For any 1 ď i ď 3, let πi : S
1 ˆS S

1 ˆS S
1 Ñ S1 be the projection to the i-th factor. Let F 1 be a

quasicoherent sheaf on S1 such that there exists an isomorphism σ : p˚
1F 1 »

Ñ p˚
2F 1 satisfying:

p˚
13pσq “ p˚

23pσq ˝ p˚
12pσq

Here we will identify p˚
13pσq with the morphism:

π˚
1F 1 Ñ π˚

3F 1

Similarly identity p˚
23σ as a morphism π˚

2F 1 Ñ π˚
3F 1, thus the composition makes sense. Here the

identification is done via the canonical transformations:

p˚
13 ˝ p˚

1 » π˚
1 , p˚

13 ˝ p˚
2 » π˚

3

p˚
12 ˝ p˚

1 » π˚
1 , p˚

12 ˝ p˚
2 » π˚

2

p˚
23 ˝ p˚

1 » π˚
2 , p˚

23 ˝ p˚
2 » π˚

3

Then there is a quasicoherent OS module F and an isomorphism τ : g˚F » F 1 such that the diagram:

p˚
1g

˚F p˚
1F 1

p˚
2g

˚F p˚
2F 1

p˚
1 τ

» σ

p˚
2 τ

where the vertical isomorphism is the canonical isomorphism coming from p1 ˝ g “ p2 ˝ g. Moreover F
is unique up to a unique isomorphism.

We say that g satisfies descent for morphisms if the first assertion holds. We say f satisfies effective
descent if both 1 and 2 holds. We also say that any isomorphism σ : p˚

1F 1 Ñ p˚
2F 1 satisfying p˚

13pσq “

p˚
23σ ˝ p˚

12σ is a descent datum for F 1.

Remark 6.2. Let’s first make sense of some of the statements above. First, consider this diagram:

S1 ˆ S1 S1

S1 S

p1

p2 g

g

since p1 ˝ g “ p2 ˝ g, then we know that F2,G2 is independent of you use p1 or p2 to pullback F 1,G1.
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Then we need to interpret what are these pij . Especially the projection to p1, 3q, it’s quite confusing if
you think S3 “ S2 ˆ S1 or S1 ˆ S2. Just like p1, p2 are defined when we think of the two S1 as the same
object, we will want to define pij by thinking of S2 as the same object. What is good for the interpretation
is to think of the triple fiber product, which is defined by the obvious universal property, i.e. it has three
projections pi to the three factors S1 and any morphism to S3 is equivalent to three morphism to S1, such
that after you compose with g, they agree. Then using the projections p1, p2, p3, and universal properties of
S2, we know that pi, pj gives a morphism to S2, this morphism is called pij .

Remark 6.3. Let’s give a remark here about why we want such a complicated theorem. First, the morphism
is assumed to be quasicompact and faithfully flat, which is going to be satisfied by étale covers of S (we
will make this term precise later, but you can see directly that the surjective condition is satisfied by the
”covering” conditions), so we are really proving something more general in this theorem. This is the main
motivation why we want this result.

By bringing something we haven’t yet seen to this discussion, we can further justify this result. Later,
suppose that you have this S, you will have something called the étale-site of S. And you will want to ask a
question: how can we give a sheaf on this étale site, and it turns out this this result will be crucial. We will
give me explanation when we discuss étale-sites. You will later see that this result actually gives you some
functor is fully faithful.

Example 6.4. Before we prove this, let’s look at this example, which very important because it’s going to
be used in the proof and because it serves as a very important motivation. We will prove, or review that
any Zariski-open cover satisfies effective descent.

Suppose that S is any scheme, and suppose that we have an open cover Ui of S, then let’s consider the
map:

S1 “
ž

i

Ui Ñ S

We know that this is may not be quasicompact, but nevertheless, we will see that this satisfies the effective
descent. First, let’s consider what is S1 ˆS S

1 Ñ S, we see that it’s just:

š

ij Ui X Ui
š

j Uj

š

i Ui S

p1

p2 g

g

Then I will let you see that the first assertion is just the assertion that HompF ,Gq is a sheaf. And the second
assertion is just the fact that a collections of sheaves defined on an open cover glues to a global sheaf iff they
are isomorphism on each intersection, and the isomorphism satisfies the cocycle conditions.

Now let’s try to prove the general theorem:

Proof. This proof is divided to two parts: the first part is to reduce the proof to the case where S1 “

SpecA1, S “ SpecA and A1 is a faithfully flat A-algebra. Here we do not make any assumption on the
finiteness of f or on Noetherianity of S, S1, so it will be a quite general result and some of our result in the
previous section fails, for example f can not be assumed to be open anymore. After we are done with the
reduction, let’s prove the result for affine opens.

Now let’s begin the reduction. First, suppose that we cover S by SpecAi for i P I. And we cover each
f´1SpecAi by SpecA

1
ij and since we assumed f is quasicompact, let’s assume that for each i, we can take

j P Ji where Ji is a finite set. The advantage of the fact that Ji is finite is we can consider the following
morphism for each i:

fi :
ž

jPJi

SpecA1
ij Ñ SpecAi

Since j is finite, then we know that the disjoint union on the left hand side is still affine, which is not true
if we consider an infinite disjoint union. Then we know that the top morphism is affine and faithfully flat.
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Then we can consider the following commutative diagram:

š

i,j SpecA
1
i,j

š

i SpecAi

S1 S

Notice that the two vertical maps are induced by Zariski open embeddings, which is a Zariski open cover.
We already know from the preceding example that the two vertical morphisms satisfies effective descent.
And we want to prove is that if we assume that fi :

ś

jPJi
SpecA1

ij Ñ SpecAi satisfies effective descent, then
S1 Ñ S1 satisfies effective descent. This step of reduction is given by the following lemma:

Lemma 6.5. Let f : S Ñ T and g : R Ñ S be two morphisms of schemes. Suppose that g satisfies
descent for morphisms and suppose for any morphism g1 : R1 Ñ S1 obtained from g by base change with
an arbitrary morphism S1 Ñ S and any pair of quasicoherent sheaves E 1,F 1 on S1, the map induced by
g1 : HompE 1,F 1q Ñ Hompg1˚E 1, g1˚F 1q is injective, then f satisfies descent for morphisms iff f ˝ g satisfies
descent for morphisms. The diagram is given below:

R1 S1

R S T

g1

g f

Proof. To prove this, consider the following diagram:

R ˆS R R ˆT R S ˆT S

R S T

l

r2
r1

k

q1 q2 p1 p2

g g

where l is given by the following diagram:

R ˆS R

R ˆT R R

R T

r2

r1 q2

q1

therefore you see that qi ˝ l “ ri. Similarly we have:

R ˆT R R

R S ˆT S S

S T

q2

q1 k g

g

p2

p1

Then given quasicoherent sheaves E and F on T . Let’s first assume that descent for morphisms holds for f ,
we want to prove this also holds for f ˝ g under the assumption that it holds for g. To prove it for f ˝ g, we
need to look at the following sequence:

HomT pE ,Fq Ñ HomRpg˚f˚E , g˚f˚Fq
q˚
1

Ñ
q˚
2

HomRˆTRpE2,F2q
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Then we need to prove that if we have a morphism h2 : g˚f˚E Ñ g˚f˚F such that q˚
1 h

2 “ q˚
2 h

2, then there
is a unique morphism h : E Ñ F such that g˚f˚h “ h2. Since we assumed q˚

1 h
2 “ q˚

2 h
2, then we know that:

r˚
1h

2 “ l˚q˚
1 h

2 “ l˚q˚
2 h

2 “ r˚
2h

2

So by descent for morphisms of g, we know that there is a unique morphism h1 : f˚E Ñ f˚F such that
g˚h1 “ h2. Now think about the morphism k, I claim that it factors as: R ˆT R Ñ R ˆT R Ñ S ˆT S, as
shown in the following diagram:

R ˆT R R

R R ˆT S S

R S ˆT S S

S T

q2

q1 g

id
id

g

p2

p1

and if you look at the two dotted arrows, you can put these two dotted arrows in:

R ˆT S S ˆT S R ˆT R R

R S R ˆT S S

p1 g

g

and you can check by universal property that these two squares are all Cartesian. Therefore, the two dotted
arrows are all base change of g, and therefore by our assumption, should induce injective maps on the hom
set upon pullback, then so is the composition, i.e. pullback by k. Then consider k˚p˚

1h
1 “ q˚

1 g
˚h1 “ q˚

1 h
2 “

q˚
2 h

2 “ q˚
2 g

˚h1 “ k˚p˚
2h

1, then this implies that p˚
1h

1 “ p˚
2h

1. Then since we assumed f satisfies descent for
morphisms, there is a unique h : E Ñ F such that f˚h “ h1, hence this h will be the unique morphism such
that g˚f˚ “ h2, thus descent for morphisms holds for g ˝ f .

Conversely, if we assume f ˝ g satisfies descent for morphisms, if h1 : f˚E Ñ f˚F satisfies p˚
1h

1 “ p˚
2h

1,
then I will let you show that h2 “ g˚h1 satisfies q˚

1 h
2 “ q˚

2 h
2, by the descent for morphisms of g ˝ f , there

is a unique h : E Ñ F such that g˚f˚h “ h2, since we also have descent of morphisms of g and g˚h1 “ h2,
then f˚h “ h1. Therefore f satisfies descent for morphisms.

Lemma 6.6. Any affine faithfully flat morphisms of schemes satisfies descent for morphisms.

Proof. This is a result of the previous lemma. Suppose that f : X Ñ Y is an affine morphism which is
faithfully flat. Consider the following diagram:

š

i SpecBi
š

i SpecAi

X Y
f

where SpecBi are affine opens in Y whose inverse image is SpecAi. Then notice that the two vertical
morphisms satisfies effective descent, and in particular descent for morphisms. Also, for each SpecBi Ñ

SpecAi, we know from the affine case that descent for morphisms holds, and it also holds for the disjoint
union by our lemma below. Then if we can prove

š

i SpecBi Ñ Y satisfies descent morphisms, since the
base change of

š

i SpecBi Ñ X will be Zariski covers, thus satisfies descent for morphisms, we can conclude
f satisfies descent for morphism by the composition satisfies descent for morphisms. Then we only need to
show that any base change of

š

i SpecBi Ñ
š

i SpecAi is injective when pulling back morphisms.
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Notice that the base change is still an affine morphism which is faithfully flat. And we want to prove
the pullback morphism is injective for all faithfully flat affine morphisms. Notice that we can consider the
following diagram:

HompE ,Fq Hompf˚E , f˚Fq

ś

iHompE |SpecAi
,F |SpecAi

q
ś

iHompf˚E |SpecBi
, f˚F |SpecBi

q

our the lower arrow is injective since it’s injective on each component by our affine case assumption, and the
two vertical maps are injective because Hom is a sheaf. Then the top arrow is injective. We are done.

Lemma 6.7. Any pullback of affine faithfully flat morphism of schemes is still affine faithfully flat.

Proof. We know that any pullback of affine morphism is affine. And I claim that an affine morphism is
faithfully flat iff there is an affine open of the target such that the induced morphism from the inverse image
gives you a faithfully flat ring map for each such affine opens in the cover. I will let you prove this easy
assertion. Moreover, we know that surjectivity is preserved by pullback.

Then consider the pullback, which is locally of the form:

AbB C C

A B

since surjectivity is preserved by pullback, we only need to show that A bB C is flat over C, but this is
trivial.

In conclusion, we know that any base change of affine faithfully flat morphisms satisfies descent for
morphisms.

Lemma 6.8. Let f : S Ñ T and g : R Ñ S be two morphisms of schemes. Suppose that g satisfies effective
descent and suppose that any morphism obtained from g by base change satisfies descent for morphisms.
Then f satisfies effective descent iff f ˝ g satisfies effective descent.

Proof. We again need the following diagram:

R ˆS R R ˆT R S ˆT S

R S T

l

r2
r1

k

q1 q2 p1 p2

g f

Now suppose that f satisfies effective descent, g satisfies effective descent and any base change of g satisfies
descent for morphisms, then we want to show g ˝ f satisfies effective descent.

Suppose that we have a quasicoherent sheaf E2 on R together with an isomorphism φ1 : q˚
1 E2 Ñ q˚

2 E2

subject to the cocycle conditions:
π˚
13φ

1 “ π˚
23φ ˝ π˚

12φ
1

with πij being the projections R ˆT R ˆT R to the ij-th factor. Notice that we can pullback the cocycle
condition along RˆS RˆS R Ñ RˆT RˆT R, and we get a cocycle condition for g. Let’s try to break this
down in details. COnsider the following diagram:

R ˆS R ˆS R R ˆS R

R ˆT R ˆT R R ˆT R

τ˚
13

l

π˚
13
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i.e. after we pullback π˚
13 by R ˆS R ˆS R Ñ R ˆT R ˆT R, we get τ˚

13l
˚φ1. Similarly, we will get

τ˚
23l

˚φ1 ˝ τ˚
12l

˚φ1. Therefore this descent datum after we pullback is a quasicoherent sheaf E2 on R, together
with an isomorphism:

l˚φ1 : r˚
1 E2 Ñ r˚

2 E2

such that we have cocycle conditions:

τ˚
13l

˚φ1 “ τ˚
23l

˚φ1 ˝ τ˚
12l

˚φ1

Then we know that by the effective descent for the morphism g, there is a sheaf E 1 on S together with an
isomorphism λ1 : g˚E 1 Ñ E2 such that l˚φ1 ˝ r˚

1λ
1 “ r˚

2λ
1. Let’s put this aside first which will be used later.

Now I claim that there exists a morphism φ : p˚
1E 1 Ñ p˚

2E 1 such that q˚
2λ

1 ˝ k˚φ “ φ1 ˝ q˚
1λ

1. I.e. the
following diagram commutes:

q˚
1 g

˚E 1 q˚
2 g

˚E 1

q˚
1 E2 q˚

2 E2

k˚φ

q˚
1 λ

1 q˚
2 λ

1

φ1

Recall that k is a composition of two pullbacks of g, each of which satisfies descent for morphism by our
assumption. Moreover, since the base change of something which is a base change of g is still a base change
of g, we know that the composition also satisfies descent for morphisms. Then if we consider the morphism:

pq˚
2λ

1q´1 ˝ φ1 ˝ q˚
1λ

1 : q˚
1 g

˚E 1 Ñ q˚
2 g

˚E 1

and for notational benifit, we will write it as k˚φ to indicate this morphism is indeed what we use to find φ.
You can also think of this is a morphism from k˚p˚

1E 1 Ñ k˚p˚
2E 1. Since k satisfies descent for morphisms, if

we want to prove this morphism indeed comes from something on p˚
1E 1 Ñ p˚

2E 1, we only need to pull it back
along two projections of:

pR ˆT Rq ˆSˆTS pR ˆT Rq R ˆT R

R ˆT R S ˆT S

and prove that we get the same element after pulling back. This is a place where a lot of identifications are
being made, so please read a few more times if you find it confused.

The first step is to identify pR ˆT Rq ˆSˆTS pR ˆT Rq » R ˆS R ˆT R ˆS R, where a Z-valued point
pw, x, y, zq is mapped to pw, y, z, xq. To see why, what is important is how you think about these two fibered
products. Since we want to represent everything as 4 Z-valued points, we want to represent the universal
property of the two fibered products as 4-maps from Z to R satisfying some conditions. For example:

HompZ, pRˆTRqˆSˆTSpRˆTRqq » RˆSRˆTRˆSRq “ tpα, βq : α P HompZ,RˆTRq, β P HompX,RˆTRq, k˝α “ k˝βu

We know that α “ px1, x2q where x1, x2 P HompZ,Rq so is β “ px3, x4q, and k ˝ α “ pg ˝ x1, g ˝ x2q,
k ˝ β “ pg ˝ x3, g ˝ x4q, therefore we know that HompZ, pR ˆT Rq ˆSˆTS pR ˆT Rq is px1, x2, x3, x4q where
all xi P HompZ,Rq such that:

f ˝ g ˝ x1 “ f ˝ g ˝ x2 f ˝ g ˝ x3 “ f ˝ g ˝ x4 g ˝ x1 “ g ˝ x3 g ˝ x2 “ g ˝ x4

Similarly we know that we can wirte HompZ, pR ˆS Rq ˆT pR ˆS Rqq as px1, x2, x3, x4q such that:

g ˝ x1 “ g ˝ x2 g ˝ x3 “ g ˝ x4 f ˝ g ˝ x2 ˝ f ˝ g ˝ x3

Then the isomorphism we talked about is given by Yoneda’s lemma where we map:

HompZ, pR ˆT Rq ˆSˆTS pR ˆT Rqq Ñ HompZ, pR ˆS Rq ˆT pR ˆS Rqq

by pw, x, y, zq ÞÑ pw, y, z, xq. I will let you check this is indeed a functorial isomorphism by finding it;s inverse,
then Yoneda gives you the isomorphism between the two fibered products. Again, let’s put this isomorphism
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aside and we will use it later, but notice that pRˆS Rq ˆT pRˆS Rq has projections πi for 1 ď i ď 4, which
is defined by first project down to the pR ˆS Rq and then to R. This again gives the projections πij for
1 ď i ă j ď 4 to R ˆT R. Then I claim that pullback along the first factor of pR ˆT Rq ˆSˆTS pR ˆT Rq is
identified as pulling back on π14 from R ˆS R ˆT R ˆS R to R ˆT R. The reason is that if you consider:

R ˆS R ˆT R ˆS R » pR ˆT Rq ˆSˆTS pR ˆT Rq Ñ R ˆT R

and you want to prove it is π14. This seems like a very confusing work, but luckily Yoneda is here to help
again. Recall that if you have a morphism f : X Ñ Y and you want to prove that f is actually g. Suppose
that g˚ : HompU,Xq Ñ HompU, Y q is the map induced by g, and f˚ : HompU,Xq Ñ HompU, Y q is the
map induced by f , we know that f “ g iff for every U , f˚ “ g˚. Then in our case, we have π14 and this
composition. For the projection π14, we know that:

π14˚ : HompU,R ˆS R ˆT R ˆS Rq Ñ HompU,R ˆT Rq

we know that it’s given by px1, x2, x3, x4q ÞÑ px1, x4q. On the other hand, if we assume the composition is
f , then we know that what it does on the hom sets are:

π14˚ : HompU,R ˆS R ˆT R ˆS Rq Ñ HompU,R ˆT Rq px1, x2, x3, x4q ÞÑ px1, x4, x2, x3q ÞÑ px1, x4q

Therefore we are done. Similarly, you can prove that pulling back along the second factor of pRˆT RqˆSˆTS

pR ˆT Rq is pulling back along π23. Then let’s consider:

π˚
14ppq˚

2λ
1q´1 ˝ φ1 ˝ q˚

1λ
1q π˚

23ppq˚
2λ

1q´1 ˝ φ1 ˝ q˚
1λ

1q

We know that π˚
14q

˚
2 “ π˚

4 , π
˚
14q

˚
1 “ π˚

4 , similarly π˚
23q

˚
2 “ π˚

3 , π
˚
23q

˚
1 “ π˚

2 , then we actually need to prove:

pπ˚
4λ

1q´1 ˝ π˚
14φ

1 ˝ π˚
1λ

1 “ pπ˚
3λ

1q´1 ˝ π˚
23φ

1 ˝ π˚
2λ

1

That is we need to prove:

π˚
14φ

1 “ π˚
4λ

1 ˝ pπ˚
3λ

1q´1 ˝ π˚
23φ

1 ˝ π˚
2λ

1 ˝ pπ˚
1λq´1

Consider π˚
4λ

1 ˝ pπ˚
3λ

1q´1, I claim that it’s π˚
34φ

1, this is because we actually have two projections from
RˆS RˆT RˆS R to RˆS R that we denote by τ12 and τ34 (can you see why we don’t have other indices)
and this combined with our earlier identity:

r˚
2λ

1 “ l˚φ1 ˝ r˚
1λ

1

implies that after we pull it back using τ˚
12 and τ34, we get our assertion, therefore we actually need to prove:

π˚
14φ

1 “ π˚
34φ

1 ˝ π˚
23φ

1 ˝ π˚
12φ

1

To check this, notice that we have a morphism R ˆS R ˆT R ˆS R Ñ R ˆT R ˆT R ˆT R defined by
px1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , x4q ÞÑ px1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , x4q. Sorry for the notation confusion, but if you recall that we have an identity:

π˚
13φ

1 “ π˚
23φ

1 ˝ π˚
12φ

1

where here the projection is from R ˆT ˆTR to R ˆT R. We know that we can pull this back along π123
and π134 to obtain that:

π˚
14φ

1 “ π˚
34φ

1 ˝ π˚
13φ

1 π˚
13φ

1 “ π˚
23φ

1 ˝ π˚
12φ

1

Plug the second term to the first one and then pull back along R ˆS R ˆT R ˆS R Ñ R ˆT R ˆT R ˆT R,
we get the desired assertion. This completes the proof of the existence of φ. This morphism φ is actually an
isomorphism. To see why, notice that we can apply the entire argument above to the inverse of pq˚

2λ
1q´1 ˝

φ1 ˝ q˚
1λ

1, and conclude that there is a ψ : p˚
2E 1 Ñ p˚

1E 1 such that:

k˚ψ “ ppq˚
2λ

1q´1 ˝ φ1 ˝ q˚
1λ

1q´1
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Therefore we know that k˚pψ ˝ φq “ id and k˚pφ ˝ ψq “ id, but since k˚ is injective, we know that since k˚

always maps id to id, then ψ ˝ φ and φ ˝ ψ are identity.
Now I claim that φ satisfies the cocycle condition of f ,i.e. suppose that we now denote tij by the

projections from S ˆT S ˆT S to S ˆT S, then:

t˚13φ “ t˚23φ ˝ t˚12φ

To prove this holds, consider the map

R ˆT R ˆT R Ñ S ˆT S ˆT S

If you pullback t˚13φ and t˚23φ ˝ t˚12φ along the above map, we get:

π˚
13k

˚φ π˚
23k

˚φ ˝ π˚
12k

˚φ

Notice that k˚φ “ pq˚
2λ

1q´1 ˝ φ1 ˝ q˚
1λ

1, then we need to consider, for example:

π˚
13ppq˚

2λ
1q´1 ˝ φ1 ˝ q˚

1λ
1q

Notice that π˚
13q

˚
2 “ π˚

3 , similarly, we need to prove:

π˚
3λ

1´1 ˝ π˚
12φ

1 ˝ π˚
1λ

1 “ π˚
3λ

1´1 ˝ π˚
23φ

1 ˝ π˚
2λ

1 ˝ π˚
2λ

1´1 ˝ π˚
12φ

1 ˝ π˚
1λ

1

Then after the cancellation, we just get:

π˚
13φ

1 “ π˚
23φ

1 ˝ π˚
12φ

1

which is something we know. Then if we can prove the pullback by RˆT RˆT R Ñ SˆT SˆT S is injective,
we are done. In particular, if we can prove it is something that satisfies descent for morphisms, we are done.
I claim that R ˆT R ˆT R Ñ S ˆT S ˆT S can be written as the composition of three morphisms, each of
which being a base change of g. To see why, consider:

R ˆT R ˆT R R ˆT R ˆT S R ˆT S ˆT S S ˆT S ˆT S

For example, the arrow R ˆT R ˆT R Ñ R ˆT R ˆT S can fit in the following diagram:

R ˆT R ˆT R R ˆT R ˆT S

R Sg

and it’s easy to see this is indeed Cartesian by checking universal properties. We want to prove that the
composition satisfies descent for morphisms, and we use the previous lemma to check further base change,
but again, further base change is still a base change of g, therefore the composition satisfies descent for
morphisms. Therefore, by our assumption that f satisfies effective descent, we have a quasicoherent sheaf E
on T and an isomorphism: λ : f˚E » E 1 satisfying:

p˚
2λ “ φ ˝ p˚

1λ

Pull this back by k, we get:
q˚
1 g

˚λ “ k˚φ ˝ q˚
2 g

˚λ

Notice that q˚
1 g

˚λ is from g˚f˚E to g˚E 1, then we compose it with λ1 to get an isomorphism:

λ1 ˝ g˚λ : g˚f˚E Ñ E2

Then I will let you prove that λ1 ˝ g˚λ, φ1 and E gives the datum we need for an effective descent of g ˝ f ,
we are done.
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This is not the end of the story as we only prove half of the lemma, where we assume f satisfies effective
descent and we want to prove g˝f satisfies effective descent. The converse will be way easier. Now conversely,
suppose that given E 1 on S and an isomorphism φ : p˚

1E 1 Ñ p˚
2R satisfying cocycle conditions, i.e. the cocycle

condition on S ˆT S ˆT S. To be specific we have an identity:

p˚
13φ “ p˚

23φ ˝ p˚
12φ

Let’s pullback this condition on along RˆT RˆT R Ñ SˆT SˆT S then we know that by effective descent for
f ˝g, we know that there is a sheaf E on T and an isomorphism λ1 : g˚f˚E Ñ E 1 such that q˚

2λ
1 “ k˚φ˝q˚

1λ
1.

Now consider l ˝ k, I claim it factors through the image of S in S ˆT S via the diagonal morphism, i.e.
the following diagram holds:

R ˆS R R ˆT R S ˆT S

S

You can check this by check that both maps are induced by the same maps to both factors in S ˆT S. Then
let’s try to pullback q˚

2λ
1 “ k˚φ ˝ q˚

1λ
1 via l, then we get:

l˚q˚
2λ

1 “ l˚k˚φ ˝ l˚q˚
1λ

1

Since we know that l˚k˚ can be written as pRˆS R Ñ Sq˚∆˚, and I claim ∆˚φ “ id. To see why, we need
to think about the triple diagonal:

∆3 : S Ñ S ˆT S ˆT S

Then if we pullback the cocycle condition on S ˆT S ˆT S along ∆3, we get:

∆˚
3p

˚
13φ “ ∆˚

3p
˚
23φ ˝ ∆˚

3p
˚
12φ

But notice that pij ˝ ∆3 “ ∆, therefore we just get ∆˚φ˚ “ p∆˚φq2, but since ∆˚φ is an isomorphism, we
know that ∆˚φ “ id. Then we know that we have:

r˚
2λ

1 “ r˚
1λ

1 “ id ˝ r˚
1λ

1

Then as we assumed that g satisfies effective descent, then in particular if satisifes descent for morphisms,
therefore therewill be a unique λ : f˚E Ñ E 1 such that g˚λ “ λ1. This λ is again an isomorphism because
we know that we have:

r˚
2λ

1´1 “ r ´ 2˚λ1´1

Then there is a unique ψ : E 1 Ñ f˚E such that g˚ψ “ λ1´1, then we use g˚ is injective and it take identity
to identity.

k˚p˚
2λ “ q˚

2 g
˚λ “ k˚φ ˝ q1f

˚λ “ k˚pφ ˝ p˚
1λq

Since we already know k satisfies descent for morphisms, this implies:

p˚
2λ “ φ ˝ p˚

1λ

This shows that f satisfies effective descent.

Lemma 6.9. Suppose that fi : S
1
i Ñ Si satisfies effective descent, then:

ž

i

fi :
ž

i

S1
i Ñ

ž

i

Si

also satisfies effective descent.
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Proof. The key here is to notice that the fibered product:

š

ipS
1
i ˆSi

S1
iq

š

i S
1
i

š

i S
1
i

ś

i Si

š

i p2

š

i p1
š

i fi

š

i fi

Then we know from the disjoint condition that the descent for morphism condition is just the descent
condition of each S1

i Ñ Si and we can then works factor by factor.
For effective descent, we know that the triple fibered product and πi is just

ž

i

pS1
i ˆSi S

1
i ˆSi S

1
iq Ñ

ž

i

Si

Then we know that we can still take advantage of disjoint union and use the effective descent on each
factor.

Lemma 6.10. Suppose that Ui covers a scheme X, and f : Y Ñ X is any morphism of schemes, with
f´1Ui “ Vi, then we have the following Cartesian diagram:

š

i Vi
š

i Ui

Y X
f

Proof. We can check the universal property directly:

Z

š

i Vi
š

i Ui

Y X
f

the key here is to notice that the inverse images of Ui under Z Ñ
š

i Ui are all disjoint, therefore Z is also
a disjoint union of open subschemes, and I will let you do the remaining details.

Combine all these lemma above we can successfully reduce the proof to the affine cave:

Proof. Again, consider our commutative diagram:

š

i,j SpecA
1
i,j

š

i SpecAi

S1 S

We already know that the two vertical morphisms satisfy effective descent. Then if we assume that the result
holds for faithfully flat morphisms between affine schemes, we know that it should also hold for the disjoint
unions, which is the top morphism. And we have already proved that it’s affine and faithfully flat. Then
we know that any base change of this morphism satisfies descent of morphisms. Then we know that the
composition

š

i,j SpecA
1
i,j Ñ S satisfies effective descent iff

š

i,j SpecA
1
i,j Ñ

š

i SpecAi satisfies effective
descent, which is true under our assumption, then we know the composition satisfies effective descent.

Then notice that for any base change of
š

i,j SpecA
1
i,j Ñ S1, it’s still induced by Zariski open embedding

and is a cover, therefore we know that the base change satisfies effective descent, therefore we know that
š

i,j SpecA
1
i,j Ñ S satisfies effective descent iff S1 Ñ S satisfies effective descent, we are done.
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Then we only need to prove this for the affine case:

Proof. Suppose that S “ SpecA, S1 “ SpecA1 where A1 is a faithfully flat A-algebra. Let’s first deal with
the descent for morphisms part. Suppose that M,N are A-modules such that F “ ĂM,G “ rN . We set:

M 1 “ M bA A
1, N 1 “ N bA A

1,M2 “ M bA A
1 bA A

1, N2 “ N bA A
1 bA A

1

Since we know that the fibered products S2 “ S1 ˆS S
1 is just SpecA1 bA A

1 with projection to SPecA1 the
usual ring map. We know how to pullback quasicoherent sheaves. For F “ ĂM , we know that it’s pullback to
SpecA1 is ČM bA A1 and it’s further pullback to SpecA1bAA

1 is just pMbAA
1qb1

ApA1bAA
1q » MbAA

1bAA
1.

In conclusion, the sequence of hom sets we are interested in is:

HomApM,Nq
bAA

1

Ñ HomA1 pM bA A
1, N bA A

1q Ñ HomA1bAA1 pM bA A
1 bA A

1, N bA A
1 bA A

1q

Let’s first prove the injectivity of the first map. Recall that since A1 is faithfully flat over A, one characteri-
zation of faithfully flat is flat plus the canonical map M Ñ M bA A

1 is injective for all A-modules M . Then
consider the following diagram:

M N

M bA A
1 N bA A

1

We know that if f, g : M Ñ N give you the same morphism after we tensor with A1, then we know that
the two morphisms M Ñ N Ñ N bA A

1 are also the same, but since N ãÑ N bA A
1 is injective, i.e. is a

monomorphism, we know that this implies f “ g.
The hard part is to show that it’s exact in the middle. Suppose that u1 P kerpHomA1 pM 1, N 1q Ñ

HomA2 pM2, N2qq. What this means is that suppose that we have:

u1 :M bA A
1 Ñ N bA A

1

then we get the same map after we tensor with bA1 pA1 bA A
1q where we view A1 bA A

1 as an A1-algebra via
A1 maps to the first or second factor. Then we know that the difference between the two tensor products is
that if we assume that A1 maps to the first factor, then the image of u1 is ubAA

1, i.e. if we assume u1 maps
mba1 ÞÑ n1 ba1

1 ` ¨ ¨ ¨ `nk ba1
k, then u

1 bAA
1 maps mba1 ba2 ÞÑ pn1 ba1

1 ` ¨ ¨ ¨ `nk ba1
kq ba2. But if we

assume A1 maps to the second factor, then we know that the image of u1 maps mba1 ba2 to
ř

mj ba1 ba2
j

where mj , a
2
j comes from the image of m b a2 under u and these two images are not necessarily the same.

We now assume that these two maps are the same and we want to show that if we assume this, then u1

comes from something M Ñ N by tensoring with A1. This is shown in the following diagram:

M bA A
1 N bA A

1

pM bA A
1q bA1 pA1 bA A

1q pN bA A
1q bA1 pA1 bA A

1q pM bA A
1q bA1 pA1 bA A

1q pN bA A
1q bA1 pA1 bA A

1q

M bA A
1 bA A

1 N bA A
1 bA A

1

u

where we have two sets of tensors with A1 bA A
1 because the ring map A1 Ñ A1 bA A

1 are different.
I claim that it suffices to prove that u1 maps the A-submodule M of M 1 to the A-submodule N of N 1

(they are submodules again because A1 is faithfully flat over A). This is because if u1 comes from M Ñ N ,
then we know that m b a1 is mapped to n b a1 and the importance is that we get rid of the annoying
linear combination and I will let you check that no matter A1 maps to the first or second factor, we have
m b a1 b a2 ÞÑ n b a1 b a2, thus u1 is indeed in the kernel. Then suppose that u1 maps M to N , i.e. if you
have something mb 1, the image under u1 is nb 1 for some n. Then I can define u :M Ñ N to be m ÞÑ n
and it’s clear that this is a map of A-modules such that ubA A

1 “ u1.
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Notice that since we assumed that u1 is in the kernel, therefore, we know that any m P M , the image
u1pxq is in the kerne of N 1 Ñ N2 as shown in the following diagram:

M bA A
1 N bA A

1

M bA A
1 bA A

1 N bA A
1 bA A

1

u

Notice that the two arrows at the bottom are equal to each other by assumption, and since we are considering
mb 1, it’s image in M bA A

1 bA A
1 are all mb 1 b 1 no matter which map to M2 we are using.

So, to prove that u1pxq is actually in N , it suffice to prove that:

N Ñ N 1 Ñ N2

is exact, because we have:

M M 1 M2

N N 1 N2

and if N Ñ N 1 Ñ N2 is exact and the image u1pxq is in the kernel, then there is something n in N such that
u1pxq “ n. Therefore, with all the reductions we did above, the content of descent for morphisms is just: for
any A-module N , N Ñ N 1 Ñ N2 is exact.

To prove this is indeed exact, consider ψ : N 1 Ñ N2 defined by ψpnb a1q ÞÑ nb a1 b 1 ´ nb 1 b a1, then
we only need to prove:

0 Ñ N Ñ N 1 ψ
Ñ N2

is exact. Here comes a really smart trick where since A1 is faithfully flat over A, we can check exactness after
tensor with A1, i.e. we need to check the following is exact:

0 Ñ N bA A
1 Ñ N bA A

1 bA A
1 ψb1

Ñ N bA A
1 bA A

1 bA A
1

The advantage of this is that we can construct the following diagram and give a homotopy between identity
and 0 quite easily:

0 N bA A
1 N bA A

1 bA A
1 N bA A

1 bA A
1 bA A

1

0 N bA A
1 N bA A

1 bA A
1 N bA A

1 bA A
1 bA A

1

0 id

ψbid

D1 id D2 id

ψbid

where D1 is defined by D1pxba1 ba2q “ xba1a2 and D2 is defined by D2pxba1 ba2 ba3q is xba1 ba2a3.
To check this is indeed the homotopy we want, for example xb a1 b a2 is mapped first to xb a1 b 1 b a2 ´

xb 1 b a1 b a2, then mapped to xb a1 b a2 ´ xb 1 b a1a2. On the other hand, we know that it’s mapped
to xb a1a2, then mapped to xb 1 b a1a2.

Then let’s prove this for effective descent. Let’s first prove the existence of F . Assume that F 1 “ ĂN 1

for some A1-module N 1. By assumption, we have an isomorphism σ : p˚
1F Ñ p˚

2F , which is given by an
isomorphism of A1 bA A

1-modules:

α : N 1 bA1 pA1 bA A
1q Ñ N 1 bA1 pA1 bA A

1q

where the two ring morphisms A1 to A1 bA A1 are defined by mapping to the first factor or the second
factor. This notation is quite cumbersome, since we know that both are isomorphic to N 1 bA A1 as an
A1 bA A

1-module, the only difference is they have different a1 bA A
1 actions. If A1 Ñ A1 bA A

1 maps to
the first factor, then we know that a1 b a2pn b aq “ a1n b a2a, but if it maps A1 to the second factor, we
know that a1 b a2pnb aq “ a2nb a1a. So for convenience, we can use the following notation to indicate the
different A1 bA A

1 actions:
α : N bA A

1 Ñ A1 bA N
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Then let’s set:
N “ tx P N 1 : αpxb 1q “ 1 b xu

This N is an A-module as you can check that it’s closed under addition and multiplication by elements in
A. We know that this is not empty as at least 0 is in N .

Then consider the following exact sequence:

N ãÑ N 1
γ

Ñ
δ
A1 bA N

1

where γ is given by γpx1q “ αpx1 b1q, i.e. the composition of α with N 1 Ñ N 1 bAA
1 and δpx1q “ 1bx1. And

δ is defined by N 1 Ñ A1 bA N . We know that since A1 is faithfully flat over A, N ãÑ N 1 is indeed injective.
And suppose that αpx1 b 1q “ 1 b x1, then by definition, it comes from N , thus this is indeed exact. Since
A1 is fully faithfully over A, we again base change to A1 and know that the following is exact:

N bA A
1 Ñ N 1 bA A

1 Ñ
γbid
Ñ
δbid

A1 bA N
1 bA A

1

Now, I claim that A1 Ñ A1 bA A
1 defined by a1 ÞÑ 1 b a1 makes A1 bA A

1 a faithfully flat A1-algebra. This
is because we know that any base change of a faithfully flat algebra is again faithfully flat. Then recall that
in the proof of descent for morphisms we constructed an exact sequence:

N 1 Ñ N 1 bA1 pA1 bA A
1q Ñ N 1 bA1 pA1 bA A

1q bA1 pA1 bA A
1q

Simplify the notation using similar idea we know that the above sequence of A1 bAA
1-modules can be written

as:
N 1 Ñ A1 bA N

1 Ñ pA1 bA N
1q bA1 pA1 bA A

1q » A1 bA A
1 bA N

1

where A1 bA A
1 action on the last object is given by:

pa1 b a2q ¨ pa1 b a2 b nq “ a1 ¨ a1 b a2 b a2n

Then we actually get a sequence:

N 1 Ñ A1 bA N
1 Ñ A1 bA A

1 bA N
1

where the first arrow is given by x ÞÑ 1 b x and the two arrows later are defined by a b x ÞÑ 1 b a b x and
x ÞÑ ab 1 b x.

Then consider the following diagram:

N bA A
1 N 1 bA A

1 A1 bA N bA A
1

N 1 A1 bN 1 A1 bA A
1 bA N

δbid

γbid

α p˚
23pαq

η

ξ

where ξ is ξpa1 b x1q “ a1 b 1 b x and η is ηpa1 b x1q ÞÑ 1 b a1 b x. This p˚
23pαq is defined by tensor α with

A1 bA A
1 bA A

1 as an A1 bA A
1 algebra where the ring morphism is defined by a1 b a2 ÞÑ 1 b a1 b a2. I will

let you do the corresponding identifications, but in the end, this p˚
23α is a1 b nb a2 ÞÑ a1 b αpxb a2q.

Now I claim this square commutes. The reason is because we assume that:

p˚
13pσq “ p˚

23pσq ˝ p˚
12pσq

Here since we use α to represent the module isomorphism corresponding to σ, let’s see wht this equation
means for α. We already saw what is p˚

23α. I will let you prove that p˚
13α and p˚

12α can fit in the diagram:

N 1 bA A
1 bA A

1 A1 bA N
1 bA A

1

N 1 bA A
1 bA A

1 A1 bA A
1 bA N

p˚
12α

p˚
13α
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where p˚
12αpx1 ba1ba2q “ αpx1 ba1qba2 and p

˚
13αpx1 ba1ba2q “

ř

a1
jba1bx1

j where
ř

a1
jbx1

j “ αpx1 ba2q.
Therefore our assumption is just the following two sequence is equal:

N 1 bA A
1 bA A

1 A1 bA N
1 bA A

1 A1 bA A
1 bA N

N 1 bA A
1 bA A

1 A1 bA A
1 bA N

p˚
12α p˚

23α

p˚
13α

i.e. a1 b αpxb a2q “ p˚
23αpαpx1 b a1q b a2q.

Then to prove community, for example if we want to prove the square with γ b id and ξ is commutative.
We saw that x1 b a1 ÞÑ αpx1 b 1q b a1 “ p˚

12αpx1 b 1 b a1q ÞÑ p˚
23αpp˚

12αpx1 b 1 b a1qq “ p˚
13αpx1 b 1 b a1q “

ř

a1
j b 1 b x1

j . On the other hand we know that x1 b a1 ÞÑ αpx1 b a1q ÞÑ ξpαpx1 b a1qq. Suppose that
αpx1 b a1q “

ř

a1
j b x1

j , then we know that the result is
ř

j a
1
j b 1 b xj To prove the other square is

commutative, we know that x1 b a1 is mapped to 1 b x1 b a1 then it’s mapped to 1 b αpx1 b a1q. On the
other hand we know x1 b a1 ÞÑ αpx1 b a1q ÞÑ 1 b αpx1 b a1q. Any way, this is indeed commutative, then by
the universal property of kernels, we have a induced map:

N bA A
1 N 1 bA A

1 A1 bA N bA A
1

N 1 A1 bN 1 A1 bA A
1 bA N

β

δbid

γbid

α p˚
23pαq

η

ξ

any 5-lemma tells you that β is an isomorphism from exactness of the two rows and the fact that α, p˚
23α

are isomorphisms. The corresponding isomorphism between g˚F » F 1 is the isomorphism τ we want, where
F “ rN .

Finally, we need to check that we have σ ˝ p˚
1 τ “ p˚

2 τ . The key fact we need to check this is that
βpxb 1q “ x for any x P N . To see why, first notice that p˚

1β can be identified with:

N bA A
1 bA A

1 Ñ N 1 bA A
1 xb a1 b a2 ÞÑ a1βpxb 1q b a2 “ pa1 b a2qpβpxb 1q b 1q “ pa1 b a2q ¨ pxb 1q

Then we know the composition is:

N bA A
1 bA A

1 N 1 bA A
1 A1 bA N

1
p˚
1 β α

and we know that xba1 ba2 is mapped to pa1 ba2q ¨αpxb1q “ pa1 ba2q ¨1bx On the other hand we know
that p˚

2 τ is identified with N bA A
1 bA A

1 Ñ A1 bA N
1, x b a1 b a2 ÞÑ a1 b a2 ¨ pβpx b 1qq “ a1 b a2 ¨ x,

thus indeed commutes.
Therefore in the end we only need to show that βpx b 1q is indeed x. To see this is true, we use the

commutativity of the left square where we have:

1 b βpxb 1q “ αpxb 1q “ 1 b x

But if you notice that the image of 1 b βpxb 1q and 1 b x under the map A1 bA N
1 Ñ N 1 by multiplication

x and βp1 b xq respectively, therefore we are done.
There is still the question of why F is unique up to a unique isomorphism. Suppose that H is another

sheaf of OS-modules with an isomorphism π : g˚H Ñ F 1 satisfying the desired conditions, then we have the
following diagram:

p˚
1g

˚F p˚
1F 1 p˚

1g
˚H

p˚
2g

˚F p˚
2F 1 p˚

2g
˚H

p˚
1 τ

» σ

p˚
1 π

»

p˚
2 τ p˚

2 π

This implies that p˚
1 pπ´1 ˝ τq “ p˚

2 pπ´1 ˝ τq, then we know from the descent of morphisms property that
there is a unique morpihsm f : F Ñ G such that g˚f “ π´1 ˝ τ , and this f is an isomorphism since we can
apply the same argument to τ´1 ˝ π, therefore we know done.

This concludes the proof of descent of quasicoherent sheaves.
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After we have done with such a long proof, let’s see some corollaries of it:

Corollary 6.11. Let g : S1 Ñ S be a qcfp morphism and let h : S1 ˆS S
1 Ñ S be the canonical morphism,

if G is a quasicoherent OS-module, then we have an exact sequence:

G Ñ g˚g
˚G Ñ h˚h

˚G

where the two morphisms g˚g
˚G Ñ h˚h

˚G are the canonical morphisms:

g˚g
˚G Ñ g˚pi˚p

˚
i g

˚G » h˚h
˚G

where pi are the two canonical projections to S1.

Proof. Let’s first explain how this morphism g˚g
˚G Ñ g˚pi˚p

˚
i g

˚G is defined. First, notice that we have an
adjoint pair pp˚

i , pi˚q, then we have a the canonical unit morphism:

g˚G Ñ pi˚p
˚
i g

˚

Then apply g˚ to this morphism, we are done.
To prove this sequence is exact, we can actually prove something stonger. Recall that exactness of a

sequence of sheaves is equivalent to the corresponding morphism on each stalk is exact. Since we know that
stalk is a filtered colimit, this preserves exactness, therefore we can actually prove that for each open U of
S we have an exact sequence:

GpUq Ñ pg˚g
˚GqpUq Ñ ph˚h

˚GqpUq

is exact, which is stronger than just saying the sequence is exact.
Recall that the morphism g´1U Ñ U is still qcfp for each open U of S. And we still have a Cartesian

diagram:

h´1U g´1U

g´1U U

Therefore, we can apply descent for morphisms for each U and OU ,G|U , i.e. for each U , we have an exact
sequence:

HomU pOU ,G|U q Ñ HompOg´1U , g
˚G|g´1U q Ñ HompOh´1U , h

˚G|h´1U q

But this is the sequence:
GpUq Ñ g˚g

˚GpUq Ñ h˚h˚GpUq

Corollary 6.12. Let g : S1 Ñ S be a qcfp morphism and let F be a quasicoherent OS-module. Let F 1,F2

be the pullback of F to S1 and S2 “ S1 ˆS S
1. Denote by QuotpFq (resp QuotpF 1q, QuotpF2q) the set

of isomorphic classes of quasicoherent quotient sheaves of F (resp. F 1,F2), then the following sequence is
exact:

QuotpFq
g˚

Ñ QuotpF 1q
p˚
1

Ñ
p˚
2

QuotpF2q

Proof. Notice that g : S1 Ñ S is faithfully flat, then so are the two projections, as the pullback of g. In
general, we know that the pullback functor is only right exact, but here I claim that pulling back along any
flat morphism is actually an exact functor.

To prove this, we can actually work with arbitrary sheaf of OS-modules, not necessarily quasicoherent
sheaves. We only need to prove that if F ãÑ G is an injective morphism of quasicoherent sheaves, g˚F ãÑ g˚G
is also injective. We need to check that the morphism on the stalks is injective, i.e.:

pg˚Fqs1 ãÑ pg˚Fs1 q
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is injective for all s1 P S1. Recall that this can be identified with:

Fs bOS,s
OS1,s1 Ñ Gs bOS,s

OS1,s1

This is the morphism Fs ãÑ Gs tensor with OS,sOS1,s1 . Since we assumed that this morphism is flat, then
OS1,s is flat over OS,s, we are done. Therefore, we know that the pullback of a quotient object is a quotient
object and the pullback of a subobject is a subobject.

To prove this, suppose that G1 is a quotient object of F 1 together a surjective morphism F 1 Ñ G1 (this
surjective morphism is part of the definition of a quotient object!) such that p˚

1G1 » p˚
2G1, i.e. we are

assuming G1 is in the kernel. Suppose that the isomorphism is σ, then we will have the following diagram:

p˚
1F 1 p˚

1G1

F2

p˚
2F 1 p˚

2G1

»

σ

»

This is because p˚
1G1, p˚

2G1 represents the same isomorphic class of quotient objects of F means that there is
a σ such that he following diagram commutes:

p˚
1G1 p˚

2G1

F2

σ

The only thing we need to pay attention to is that the morphisms p˚
i F 1 Ñ p˚

i G1 are the pullback of the
surjective morphism F 1 Ñ G1 we started with.

Now let F3 be the pullback of F to S1 ˆS S
1 ˆS S

1 via the canonical morphism to S. Then we can
pullback the above square via pij for 1 ď i ă j ď 3 and obtain:

p˚
12p

˚
1F 1 p˚

12p
˚
1G1 p˚

23p
˚
1F 1 p˚

23p
˚
1G1 p˚

13p
˚
1F 1 p˚

13p
˚
1F 1

p˚
12F2 p˚

23F2 p˚
13F2

p˚
12p

˚
2F 1 p˚

12p
˚
2G1 p˚

23p
˚
2F 1 p˚

23p
˚
2G1 p˚

13p
˚
2F 1 p˚

13p
˚
2G1

»

p˚
12pσq p˚

23pσq p˚
13pσq

»

This implies:
p˚
13pσq “ p˚

23pσq ˝ p˚
12pσq

Then from effective descent, we know that there is a quasicoherent OS module G with an isomorphism
τ : g˚G » G such that we have the following diagram:

p˚
1g

˚G p˚
1G1

p2g
˚G p˚

2G1

p˚
1 τ

» σ

p˚
2 τ

p˚
1g

˚G p˚
1G1 p˚

1F 1

p˚
2g

˚G p˚
2G1 p˚

2F 1

p˚
1 τ

» σ »

p˚
2 τ

This implies that p˚
1 pτ´1 ˝ fq “ p˚

2 pτ´1 ˝ fq where f : F 1 Ñ G1 is the surjective morphism we started with.
Then effective descent implies that there is a morphism h : F Ñ G inducing τ´1 ˝ f after pullback using g.
Since g is faithfully flat I claim that F Ñ G is surjective (flat is not enough here, we must need faithfully
flat, i.e. surjectivity on the underlying topological space). I will let you check this. But this implies G is
indeed a quotient object of F such that it’s pullback is G1.
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We still need to prove this is the unique isomorphic class. Suppose that H is also a quotient object of F
with q : F Ñ H such that we have the following diagram:

F 1

g˚H G1 g˚G

g˚q
f

g˚h

» »

Consider the composition of the two isomorphisms below, since we know that g˚h, g˚q pulls back to the
same morphism via pi and their pullback are still surjective morphisms, we know that the pullback of the
composition of the two isomorphisms are equal, therefore it’s g˚t for some isomorphism t : H Ñ G, then
we know that g˚pt ˝ q “ hq then again using descent of morphism we know that t ˝ q “ h, i.e. we have the
following commutative diagram:

F

H G

q h

t»

therefore H and G are in the same isomorphic class, we are done with injectivity.

Similarly, the same line of argument can be used to show the following, where quotient objects are
replaced by subobjects:

Corollary 6.13. Let g : S1 Ñ S be a qcfp morphism and let F be a quasicoherent OS-module. Let F 1,F2

be the pullback of F to S1 and S2 “ S1 ˆS S
1. Denote by SubpFq (resp SubpF 1q, SubpF2q) the set of

isomorphic classes of quasicoherent subsheaves of F (resp. F 1,F2), then the following sequence is exact:

SubpFq
g˚

Ñ SubpF 1q
p˚
1

Ñ
p˚
2

SubpF2q

Proof. Basically the same as the quotient case, the only thing to pay attention to is that here we will use
the fact that if g is injective, then if:

g ˝ f “ g ˝ h

it implies f “ h. I will let you fill the details.

Finally, we can also say something for closed subschemes:

Corollary 6.14. Let g : S1 Ñ S be a qcfp morphism, let S2 “ S1 ˆS S
1. Denote by SubpSq (resp.

SubpS1q,SubpS2q) the set of closed subschemes of S (recall that two closed embeddings give you the same
closed subscheme iff there is an isomorphism that commutes with the two embeddings and this is true iff the
two closed embeddings are defined by the same ideal sheaf), then the sequence:

SubpSq
g˚

Ñ SubpS1q
p˚
1

Ñ
p˚
2

SubpS2q

where g˚, p˚
i denote base change of closed embeddings.

Proof. Recall that by the previous result on subsheaves, we know that there is an exact sequence:

SubpOSq
g˚

Ñ SubpOS1 q
p˚
1

Ñ
p˚
2

SubpOS2 q

Recall that subsheaves of OS is in one-to-one correspondence with the closed subschemes, and if you consider
the following diagram:

X ˆS S
1 S1

X S
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where X ãÑ S is defined by the ideal sheaf I, i.e. there is an SES:

0 Ñ I Ñ OS Ñ OX Ñ 0

Then I claim that the closed subscheme X ˆS S
1 is defined by the following SES, or in other words, the

pullback of the above SES:
0 Ñ g˚I Ñ OS1 Ñ OXˆSS1 Ñ 0

We already saw that pullback along a faithfully flat morphism is exact, therefore we only need to prove that
g˚I Ñ OS1 defines X ˆS S

1 ãÑ S1. Let’s check this locally, i.e. if we can find an affine open cover of S1 such
that on each affine open, the ideal sheaf g˚I is equal to the ideal sheaf defined by the closed embedding
XˆS S

1 Ñ S1, we are done. Recall that we can first cover X by affine opens, say SpecAi, then in the inverse
image of SpecAi in S

1, we cover each of them by SpecBij . I will let you find out why Bij is flat over Ai.
Then we know that the closed embedding is defined by:

SpecBij{IiBij SpecBij

SpecAi{Ii SpecAi

or in other words, we have a SES:

0 Ñ IiBij Ñ Bij Ñ Bij{IiBij Ñ 0

But since Bij is flat over Ai, we can identify the above sequence with the following SES:

0 Ñ Iij bAi
Bij Ñ Ai bAi

Bij Ñ pA{Iiq bAi
Bij Ñ 0

But this is just the pullback g˚I on SpecBij , therefore the two ideal sheaves are equal to each other, we
are done. Similarly, you can also pullback a closed subscheme along pi and conclude that this is compatible
with pulling back ideal sheaves along pi. Therefore we have a commutative diagram:

SubpSq SubpS1q SubpS2q

SubpOSq SubpOS1 q SubpOS2 q

» » »

Then since the row down below is exact, the row up top is also exact.

Remark 6.15. We also have similar results for open embeddings, but we will have to wait for later results
to prove it.

Proposition 6.16. Let g : S1 Ñ S be a qcfp morphism and let F be a quasicoherent OS-module. Then
g˚F is locally of finite type (resp. locally of finite presentation, resp. locally free of finite rank) iff F is so.

Proof. I will let you show that even if you don’t assume quasicompactness or faithfully flatness, pullback of
a finite type or finitely presented or locally free of finite rank sheaf is also of the same property. It’s the only
if part of the statement that needs quasicompact and faithfully flat.

Now assume that g˚F is finitely type. We want to prove that F is finite type, i.e. we need to show
that there is an affine open cover of S such that F restricted on each of that is finitely generated. We again
consider the usual diagram:

š

ij SpecA
1
ij

š

i SpecAi

S1 S

g1

α β

g

We know that the pullback of F to
š

ij A
1
ij is still finite type. And pulling back F to

š

ij SpecA
1
ij is first

pulling back to
š

i SpecAi and then pulling back along
š

ij SpecA
1
ij Ñ

š

i SpecAi. Now we know that
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β˚F on each SpecAi is just F |SpecAi
, then if we can prove β˚F |SpecAi

is finite type, then F is finite type.
Therefore, we have transferred the question downstairs to the questions upstairs.

Now notice that g1 is actually
š

i gi where gi :
š

j SpecA
1
ij Ñ SpecAi is an affine morphism (since

quasicompact therefore for a fixed i, we only have finitely many j) which is quasicompact and faithfully
flat. Then we can actually prove that if S1 “ SpecA1, S “ SpecA where A1 is a faithfully flat A-algebra.
Notice that α˚g˚F is finitely generated on each SpecA1

ij , we know that on
š

ij SpecA
1
ij , the restriction is

still finitely generated.
To see why, if we have X “

šn
1 SpecAi and we have a quasicoherent OX -module F such that on each

SpecAi, F is ĂMi. Then I claim that F on X is Č

šn
1 Mi. This is because we are considering disjoint unions,

so there is no intersection overlapping issues, therefore we only need to prove that Č

šn
1 Mi restricted to each

SpecAi is isomorphic to ĂMi, but this is just the following algebraic statement:

ž

j

Mj bš

j Aj
Ai »

ž

j

pMj bš

j Aj
Aiq

But notice that for j ‰ i, Mj bš

j Aj
Ai “ 0 as we know that for each m b a, we can think of it as

p0, ¨ ¨ ¨ , a, ¨ ¨ ¨ , 0qmb 1 “ 0. Therefore, the coproduct is just Mi bš

j Aj
Ai which is isomorphic to Mi, I will

let you prove it.
Moreover if each Mi is finitely generated over Ai, then

šn
1 Mi is finitely generated over

š

iAi, and the
generators can be given component-wise. Therefore, we have reduced the question to:

S1 “ SpecA1 Ñ S “ SpecA

where A1 is a faithfully flat A-algebra and if we assume that M is an A-module such that M bAA
1 is finitely

generated over A1, then we want to prove M is finitely generated over A. We know that any A-module M
is a filtered colimit of it’s finitely generated submodules, i.e. we have an canonical isomorphism:

M “ lim
ÝÑ
λ

Mλ

where λ goes over all finitely generated submodules ofM . Recall that tensor product commutes with filtered
colimit, therefore:

M bA A
1 “ lim

ÝÑ
λ

Mλ bA A
1

Since we assumed that M is finitely generated over A1, we can assume that these generators are m1 b

1, ¨ ¨ ¨ ,mn b 1, therefore, we know that there are some λ such that the following map is surjective:

Mλ bA A
1 Ñ M bA A

1

Since A1 is faithfully flat over A, we know that Mλ Ñ M must also be surjective, therefore M is finitely
generated as well.

Now since finitely presented is also a affine local property, using the same argument as above, we again
reduced to the case where S1 “ SpecA1 Ñ S “ SpecA where A1 is a faithfully flat A-module. Now if
M bA A

1 is finitely presented, it’s finitely generated, therefore M is finitely generated, then we have a SES
of A-modules:

0 Ñ R Ñ L Ñ M Ñ 0

where L is a free A-module of finite rank, then since A1 is faithfully flat over A, we tensor A1:

0 Ñ R bA A
1 Ñ LbA A

1 Ñ M bA A
1 Ñ 0

Recall that finitely presented module is always finitely presented, therefore R bA A
1 is finitely generated,

therefore R is finitely generated, we are done.
Finally to prove the statement for locally freeness, we need the following lemma:

Lemma 6.17. Let M be an A-module, then the following statements are equivalent:
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1. ĂM is locally free of finite rank on SpecA.

2. M is a finitely presented projective A-module.

3. M is a flat A-module of finite presentation.

Proof. Let’s first prove 1 ñ 2. Since ĂM is locally free of finite rank. There is a finite affine open cover tUiu

of SpecA such that ĂM |Ui is free of finite rank. Then consider the canonical morphism:

g :
ž

i

Ui Ñ SpecA

which is quasicompact and faithfully flat. It’s obviously quasicompact, and we know that for each x P
š

i Ui,
the stalk of the structure sheaf at x is the same as the stalk of the structure sheaf of X at x, therefore
obviously flat over itself. Then since this morphism is obviously surjective, it’s indeed qcfp.

If you consider g˚
ĂM , I claim that it’s rN where N is finitely presented and more over it’s free of finite

rank. This is because N is actually a finite product of Ni where each Ni is free over Ai of finite rank. Then
we know that M is finitely presented by the previous proposition. Since M is finitely presented, for any
A-module N , we have a canonical isomorphism:

HomOX
pĂM, rNq » ČHomApM,Nq

This is not true if M is not finitely generated, the key here is that there is always a morphism:

pHomApM,Nqqf Ñ HomAf
pMf , Nf q

which is defined by sending g : M Ñ N to the localized map gf : Mf Ñ Nf . This is not always an
isomorphism, but when M is a finitely presented A-module, this is indeed an isomorphism, the reason is we
have an exact sequence:

As Ar M 0

and you notice that two terms in the sequence are free. For a free A-modulea M , you can check that for any
A-module N , the morphism pHomApM,Nqqf Ñ HomAf

pMf , Nf q is indeed an isomorphism, which is easy
to check. Then we can use five lemma to conclude our assertion.

Then since ĂM is locally free, we know that HomOX
pĂM,´q is exact, therefore ČHompM,´q is exact,

therefore HompM,´q is exact. Therefore M is projective.
2 ñ 3 is easy, recall since M is finitely presented and projective, we know that M ‘ R “ A‘n for some

finite n and some finitely generated A-module A. This proves M is flat as A‘n if flat and tensor commutes
with tensor.

Finally to prove 3 ñ 1, we assume M is flat and finitely presented, we want to show ĂM is locally free.
For each p P SpecA, we know that Mp is flat and finitely presented over Ap, this implies that Mp is actually
free of finite rank. This is because we have:

0 Ñ Rp Ñ Lp Ñ Mp Ñ 0

where Lp is a finite rank free Ap-module. Since Mp is flat, we know that Tor1ApMp, kppqq is 0, then we have
a SES:

0 Ñ Rp{pApRp Ñ Lp{pApLp Ñ Mp{pApMp Ñ 0

We can pick L such that Lp{pApLp Ñ Mp{pApMp is an isomorphism, therefore Rp “ pApRp, therefore since
Rp is finitely generated, Rp “ 0.

This implies that there are some x1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , xk P M so their images in Mp forms a basis. Then consider the
homomorphism:

ϕ : Ak Ñ M, ei ÞÑ xi

We know that we have an exact sequence:

0 Ñ kerϕ Ñ Ak Ñ M Ñ cokerϕ Ñ 0
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We localize at p, we know that kerϕp “ cokerϕp “ 0. Since we know that M is finitely generated, so is
the cokerϕ, then we know that it vanishes at p implies that there is a distinguished open around p such
that cokerϕ vanishes on that distinguished open ny geometric Nakayama’s lemma. Replacing SpecA by that
distinguished open we can assume cokerϕ “ 0, therefore ϕ is an epimorphism, then sinceM restricted to that
distinguished open is still finitely presented, we know that the kernel is also finitely generated, but we know
that at p, the kernel vanishes, therefore there is a smaller distinguished open such that kerϕ also vanishes,
we are done.

Then we go back to the proof of the last assertion of the previous proposition:

Proof. We can again assume S1 “ SpecA1, S “ SpecA such that A1 is a faithfully flat A-algebra where M is
an A-module such that ČM bA A1 is locally free of finite rank, therefore by the previous lemma, M bA A

1 is
flat over A1 and finitely presented. Therefore we know that M is finitely presented over A and also flat over
A since A1 is faithfully flat over A, we are done.

7 Descent Properties of Morphisms

Let’s begin this section with a definition:

Definition 7.1. Let f : X Ñ S be a morphism of schemes, we say that f is surjective (resp. injective) if f
is surjective (resp. injective) on the underlying topological spaces.

f is called radiciel if f is universally injective, i.e. it remains injective upon any base change.

Proposition 7.2. Let f :Ñ S be a morphism, the following conditions are equivalent:

1. f is radiciel.

2. For any algebracially closed fieldK the mapXpKq Ñ SpKq induced by f is injective whereXpKq, SpKq

are the K-valued points, i.e. HompSpecK,Xq,HompSpecK, Sq respectively.

3. f is injective and for any x P X the residue field kpxq of X at x is a purely inseparable algebraic
extension of the residue field kpfpxqq of Y at fpxq.

4. The diagonal morphism ∆ : X Ñ X ˆS X is surjective.

In particular any radiciel morphism is separated.

Proof. This is going to be quite a long proof. Let’s first start by 1 ñ 2. Suppose that t1, t2 : SpecK Ñ X
such that f ˝ t1 “ f ˝ t2. Consider the following diagram:

SpecK

K ˆS X X

SpecK S

ti

f 1 f

f˝ti

where the dotted arrow is the graph Γti : SpecK Ñ X ˆS SpecK and f 1 is the base change of f . We want
to prove t1 “ t2, and it suffice to prove Γt1 “ Γt2 . But notice that f 1 ˝ Γti “ IdSpecK . Since f 1 is injective
on the underlying topological space, we know that Γt1 ,Γt2 have the same image in K ˆS X. Since SpecK
is just a single point, we know that the image is also a single point, say x1. Then we know that:

K
pf 1

q
6

Ñ kpx1q
Γ6
ti

Ñ K

are the identity. This implies that Γ6
ti are isomorphisms and are inverse of pf 1q6, thus they are the same,

therefore Γt1 “ Γt2 . We are done.

41



Then let’s prove 2 ñ 1. We need to prove that for any morphism S1 Ñ S, the base change of f is
injective. Consider the following diagram:

S1 ˆS X X

S1 S

g1

f 1 f

g

Suppose that x1
1, x

1
2 are two points in S1 ˆSX such that their images is s1 in S1. We know that the ring map

kps1q Ñ kpx1
1q is always injective, then since kpx2q is flat over kpxq, we know that:

kpx2q Ñ kpx1q bkpxq kpx2q

is also injective, therefore kpx1q bkpxq kpx2q is not 0, which means it has a maximal ideal m, i.e. we can
consider the algebraic closure K of pkpx1q bkps1q kpx2qq{m, and we have:

kps1q kpx1
2q

kpx1
1q K

But this implies that we have two morphisms si : SpecK Ñ X ˆS S
1 with images x1

i, we know that after we
compose it with S1 ˆS X Ñ S1, we get the same morphism, i.e. f 1s1 “ f 1s2. Therefore:

fg1s1 “ gf 1s1 “ gf 1s2 “ fg1s2

By our assumption, we know that g1s1 “ g1s2. Also, since f 1s1 “ f 1s2, we know from the universal property
of fibered product that s1 “ s2, so in particular, x1

1 “ x1
2, therefore f

1 is injective, we are done.
Then let’s prove 1 ô 3. Before we proceed, we need be clear that purely inseparable extension only shows

up in characteristic p ą 0 as for p “ 0, every field is perfect, therefore there is no nontrivial inseparable
extension. And as you will see later, étale cohomology is most interesting when we deal with characteristic
p ą 0.

Suppose that f is universally injective first, then in particular f is injective,let x P X and s be it’s image
in S, then we know that f´1s only consist of one point in X, i.e. x. We again, consider the base change of
f : X Ñ S by g : S1 Ñ S. Now for any point s1 P S1 whose image is s P S, we consider the fiber f

1
´1ps1q, since

the inverse image of s is only one point x, I claim that points in this fiber is in one to one correspondence
with points in Speckpxq bkpsq kps1q. To see why, we know that since the image image of s is only x, the
fibered product can be computed affine locally, i.e. Suppose that SpecA is an affine neighborhood of s and
SpecB is an affine open in the inverse image of SpecA that contains x, the fiber can be computed affine
locally, i.e. suppose that SpecA is an affine neighborhood of s, SpecB is an affine neighborhood of x in the
inverse image of SpecA, then we know the fiber is SpecpB bA kps1qq. Then consider:

B bA kps1q » kps1q bkpsq pkpsq bA Bq

Now I claim that the underlying topological space of kps1q bkpsq pkpsq bA Bq is in one to one correspondence
with Speckps1q bkpsq kpxq. To see why, first notice that the ring kpsq bA B only has one prime ideal. The
reason is f is injective, thus the fiber of s is x. Then we know that the nilradical of kpsq bA B is this prime
ideal m. For notation simplicity let’s denote kpsq bA B by C, and denote the unique maximal ideal by m.
Then we know that:

0 Ñ Radpkpsq bA Bq Ñ kpsq bA B Ñ pkpsq bA Bqred “ C{m Ñ 0

Then if C{m » kpxq, we know that we tensor bkpsqkps1q, we know that the surjection C bkpsq kps1q Ñ

kpxq bkpsq kps1q has kernel that is contained in the nilradical (it’s the nilradical tensor with something), thus
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the underlying topological space is the same. Therefore we only need to show C{m is indeed kpxq. First, we
have such a diagram:

kpxq

B bA kpsq B

kpsq A

Therefore we know that the dotted arrow has kernel m since the kernel is a prime ideal and m is the unique
prime, then C{m ãÑ kpxq is injective, and since C{m is a field, we know that it’s generated by the image of
C. However, we know that the image of C contains the image of B, which is enough to generate kpxq as a
field, therefore, we are done.

But this implies that if f is universally injective, for any field k1 containing kpsq, the scheme Specpkpxqbkpsq

k1q only has one point. Conversely, if this is true, it’s obviously that f is also universally injective. Therefore
to prove 1 ô 3, we only need to prove that the condition that for any field k1 containing kpsq, the scheme
Specpkpxq bkpsq k

1q only has one point is equivalent to kpxq is an algebraic purely inseparable extension of
kpsq. For convenience, we will denote kpsq by k and kpxq by K.

First we assume Specpkpxq bkpsq k
1q only has one point, now if we assume K is not algebraic over k, there

is an element t P K which is transcendental over k, which means that if we consider:

kptq bk krT s » kptqrT s

Let’s consider m “ pT´tq, since t is transcendental over k, we know that mXkrT s this is because elements in
pT´tq are of the form gpT´tq “ gT´gt where g is a polynomial in kptqrT s, then since t is transcendental over
k, for any polynomial f with coefficients in k, fptq ‰ 0. I will let you prove that this implies krT s Xm “ 0.
Also we know that the 0 prime ideal in kptqrT s also intersect krts at 0, therefore we know that if we consider
the morphism:

SpeckptqrT s Ñ SpeckrT s

There are at least 2 points in the fiber of the zero prime ideal. The fiber is the spectrum of:

kptq bk krT s bkrT s kpT q » kptq bk kpT q

Then consider the inclusion kptq bk kpT q ãÑ K bk kptq, the morphism:

SpecK bk kpT q Ñ Speckptq bk kpT q

is surjective, this is because K bk kpT q is actually faithfully flat over kptq bk kpT q. This is because we know
that the field extension kptq ãÑ K is faithfully flat, then consider the base change:

SpecK bk kpT q Speckptq bk kpT q

SpecK Speckptq

and we know that base change of a faithfully flat morphism is always faithfully flat. Therefore, surjective,
therefore SpecK bk kpT q have at least 2 points, thus a contradiction.

Now suppose K is algebraic over k but not purely inseparable. We then know that there is a subfield
extension of K{k, say F {k such that F is separable over k. Then let k be an algebraic closure of k, we know
that:

SpecpF bk kq

contains at least 2 points. To see why, let’s assume F “ kpαq where α is separable over k with minimal
polynomial f with degree at least 2. Then we know that F “ krxs{f then F bk k “ krxs{f , we know that f

43



doesn’t have repeated roots, therefore it splits to at least two distinct linear factors, therefore we know that
we at least have two maximal ideals, i.e. at least two points. Then consider again:

SpecK bk k Ñ SpecF bk k

Again, consider:

SpecK bk k SpecF bk k

SpecK SpecF

this tells you that SpecK bk k Ñ SpecF bk k is surjective, therefore SpecK bk k at least has two points.
Now conversely, suppose that K{k is algebraic an purely inseparable, then for any t P K we have tp

n

P k
for some large integer n, where p is the characteristic of k. Now let k1 be a field containing k, consider
K bk k

1. Suppose that t1 P K bk k
1, it’s a finite linear combination of

ř

ai b bi where ai P K, bi P k1, then if
we consider t1p

n

, we know that since the characteristic is p, we get rid of the intersecting terms and know that
for larger n t1p

n

is in k1. Notice that for any prime p in Kbk k
1, we must have pXk1 “ 0 as this is the inverse

image of p in k1, which is prime, therefore 0. Then suppose that t1 P p, then t1p
n

P k1, therefore t1p
n

“ 0,
therefore t1 “ 0, therefore all the elements in p are nilpotenet. Therefore any prime ideal is contained in the
nilradical, therefore this ring only has one prime ideal as the nilradical is the intersection of all primes.

Finally let’s prove 2 ô 4. First assume 2, then suppose that z P X ˆS X, let K be the algebraic closure
of kpzq, we then have a morphism t : SpecK Ñ X ˆS X with image z, then consider:

SpecK

X ˆS X X

X S

p2

p1 f

f

Then we know that f ˝ p2 ˝ t “ f ˝ p1 ˝ t, so p2 ˝ t “ p1 ˝ t. Let t1 “ p1t “ p2t, then we consider:

pip∆t
1q “ ppi∆qt1 “ t1 “ pit

Then again by the universal property of fibered product, we know that:

t “ ∆t1

In particular z is in the image of ∆.
If we assume 4, let t1, t2 : SpecK Ñ X be two morphisms such that ft1 “ ft2, then by the universal

property of fibered products, there is t : SpecK Ñ X ˆSX such that pit “ ti. Let z be the image of t. Then
since ∆ is surjective, there is some x P X such that ∆pxq “ z, and since we know that ∆ is surjective, it’s
a closed embedding, therefore ∆6 : kpzq Ñ kpxq is an isomorphism. So there is a morphism t1 : SpecK Ñ X
such that ∆t1 “ t, but then:

ti “ pit “ pi∆t
1 “ t1

thus t1 “ t2.

Remark 7.3. Notice that in 2, we assumed for all algebraically closed field, but actually in the proof, we
didn’t use that the field is algebraically closed. In fact using the same argument, you can prove the same
assertion with algebraically closed replaced by separably closed.

Now we officially start the descent property for morphisms, which is different from the descent for
morphisms we discussed before. The key issue here is the following. When we discussed fibered products for
the first time, we have seen that lots of properties of morphisms are preserved by base change. But there
are essentially two problems towards this direction: First, some properties are not preserved by base change,
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thus we have created lots universal properties. Second, we know that if a morphism has some property,
then it’s pullback has this property, but we haven’t discussed when can we deduce the morphism has such a
property from the fact that it’s pullback has that property. We will have partial answers to these questions
in this section.

Proposition 7.4. Consider a Cartesian diagram:

S1 ˆS X X

S1 S

g1

f 1 f

g

where g is surjective, then:

1. f is surjective iff f 1 is.

2. If f 1 is injective, then so is f .

3. f is radiciel iff f 1 is.

Before we prove this, recall that injectivity is not something that is preserved by base change, therefore
2 in the above proposition is something we didn’t expect. And usually, we say that if f is something then
f 1 is also something. But here we have some if and only if statement, which is due to the surjectivity of g as
you will see in the proof:

Proof. Let’s first prove 1. For any s1 P S1, consider:

S1 ˆS X X

f 1´1s1 f´1pgps1qq

S1 S

Speckps1q Speckpgps1qq

g

where the dotted arrow is given by the universal property of fibered products, then I will let you prove that
the square in the front face is also Cartesian, which is the result of the fact that if in the following diagram:

A C E

B D F

the larger rectangle is Cartesian and the right square is Cartesian, then the left square is also Cartesian.
Then consider the morphism f 1´1s1 Ñ f´1gs1, as the base change of Speckps1q Ñ Speckpgps1qq, is surjective
since kpgps1qq is faithfully flat over kps1q. So we know that f 1´1s1 is not empty iff f´1pgps1qq is not empty,
therefore f is surjective iff f 1 is surjective since g is surjective.

Then to prove 2 if f 1 is injective, then f 1´1s1 has at most one point, then since f 1´1s1 Ñ f´1gs1 is
surjective, we know that f´1pgps1qq has at most one point, then since g is surjective, we know that f´1psq
for any s P S is at most one point, therefore f is injective.
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For 3, if f is radiciel, we know that f 1 is also radiciel since each base change of f 1 is a base change of f .
Then suppose that f 1 is radiciel, we want to prove f is also radiciel, consider:

X ˆS S
1 ˆS T

X ˆS S
1 X T ˆS X

S1 S T

S1 ˆS T

f 1 f

g

gT

Then we know that all the four squares on the side are Cartesian by essentially the same argument as in the
proof of 1, but here we also require the bottom to be Cartesian, in this case gT is also surjective, then we
know that T ˆS X Ñ T is injective if X ˆS S

1 ˆS T Ñ S1 ˆS T is injective, but this as a base change of f 1,
it’s injective, we are done.

Proposition 7.5. Consider a Cartesian diagram:

X ˆS S
1 X

S1 S

g1

f 1 f

g

assume g is quasicompact and surjective, then f is quasicompact iff f 1 is.

Proof. We know that quasicompactness is preserved by base change no matter what kind of g we use. So
the important direction here is how to use f 1 is quasicompact to show f is quasicompact. However, we still
include the direction where we assume f is quasicompact.

First assume f is quasicompact. To prove f 1 is quasicompact, we know that we can do this by findding
an affine cover of S1 such that the inverse image under f 1 are all quasicompact. We can first cover S by
affines, say SpecAi, and cover the inverse images in S1 by affines, say SpecBij , which gives us an affine cover
of S1. Suppose that the inverse image of SpecAi in X is covered by SpecCik, then we know that the inverse
image of SpecBij can be covered by SpecpBij bAi

Cikq where i, j are fixed and k can vary in a finite index
set, thus we are done.

Conversely, suppose f 1 is quasicompact, let V be a quasicompact open of S, since g is surjective we know
that V “ gpg´1V q so:

f´1V “ f´1pgg´1V q “ g1f 1´1pg´1V q

to see why the last equality holds, we know that if g is surjective, then this is easy to show, however, if g is
not surjective, we don’t get this equality simply from this diagram is commutative, we do need to use this
is a Cartesian diagram. I postpone the proof to a later proposition, here we first assume this.

Since g, f 1 are quasicompact, f 1´1g´1V are quasicompact, then we know that g1pf 1´1g´1V q is also qua-
sicompact as g1 is continuous, therefore we know that f is quasicompact.

Proposition 7.6. Consider a Cartesian diagram:

X ˆS S
1 X

S1 S

g1

f 1 f

g

Assume g is a quasicompact and faithfully flat, then f is of finite type if and only if f 1 is so.
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Proof. Recall finite type is locally of finite type plus quasicompact. We already saw that if g is faithfully
flat and quasicompact, then g is quasicomapct and surjective, therefore we know that quasicompactness of
f 1, f is solved. We only have to think about how to deal with locally of finite type. We know that f being
locally of finite type implies f 1 is locally of finite type, since pullback preserves locally of finite type. The
proof is essentially the same as quasicompactness.

Now suppose f 1 is locally of finite type and quasicompact, we know that f is quasicompact and we want
to prove it’s locally of finite type. I claim that it suffice to assume that S1 “ SpecA1, S “ SpecA,X “ SpecB
where A1 is a faithfully flat A-algebra, then we need to prove that if A1 bAB is a finitely generated A1-algebra,
then B is a finitely generated A-algebra. Let’s first assume this claim is true. Recall that B is a filtered
colimit of all finitely generated A-subalgebras:

B “ lim
ÝÑ
λ

Bλ

where λ runs over the filtered system which indexes all finitely generated A-subalgebras. Then we know that
BbAA

1 » lim
ÝÑλ

Bλ bAA
1, since we know that B is finitely generated, then we know that there is one λ such

that:
Bλ bA A

1 ãÑ B bA A
1

is surjective, then we use A1 is faithfully flat over A, we are done and conclude that Bλ ãÑ B is also surjective.
Then let’s prove the claim. I claim that this is eventually will be the following algebra question. Suppose

that B1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , Bn are finitely generated A-algebras, then
šn

1 Bn is also a finitely generated A-algebra using
the product algebra structure. Conversely if

šn
1 Bn is a finitely generated A-algebra, then each Bi is a

finitely generated A-algebra. I will let you prove this easy fact. Using this fact, notice that if we cover S by
SpecAi’s then from g, f are quasicompact, we know that we can cover the inverse images by SpecBij , SpecCik
respectively where for each fixed i, we can make j, k to be in a finite index set. Our job is to prove that Cik
for each k is a finitely generated Ai-algebra, by the above discussion, it’s equivalent to prove that

š

k Cik is
a finitely generated Ai-algebra. Then consider the following Cartesian diagram:

š

ijk SpecCik bAi
Bij

š

ik SpecCik

š

ij SpecBij
š

i SpecAi

š

i fi
š

i gi

This is Cartesian because fibered product always commutes with disjoint union. Then we know that our
assumption is that for each fixed i and for all j, k, Cik bAi Bij is a finitely generated Bij-algebra, then we
can assume that for each fixed i

š

ijk Cik bAi
Bij is a finitely generated

š

ij Bij-algebra. Then we can fix i
and consider the fibered product:

š

jk SpecCik bAi
Bij

š

k SpecCik

š

j SpecBij SpecAi

fi

gi

where
š

j SpecBij is affine and is a faithfully flat Ai-algebra say is SpecA1
i,

š

k SpecCik is also an affine
scheme, say is SpecBi, then the assumption is that the fiberd product is a finitely generated A1

i-algebra, we
want to prove Bi is a finitely generated Ai-algebra, this is our claim, we are done.

We then want to say more about the descent property of morphisms, especially topologically proper-
ties. We are interested because some important properties of morphisms, for example properness, involves
topological properties, so we begin this discussion by the following results:

Proposition 7.7. Let g : Y 1 Ñ Y be a flat morphism and let Z be a subset of Y . Assume there is a
quasicompact morphism f : X Ñ Y such that Z “ fpXq, then g´1pZq “ g´1Z.
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Proof. Clearly g´1Z is a closed subset containing g´1Z, therefore clearly g´1Z Ă g´1pZq.
Conversely, we need to show that if y1 P g´1pZq then it’s in g´1Z. Let’s choose an affine open SpecA1 “ U 1

of y1 and an affine open U “ SpecA of gpy1q “ y such that gpU 1q Ă U . We know that y1 P U 1 X g´1pU X

Z X Uq “ U 1 X g´1pZ X Uq. This is because we have a standard fact from topology that for any subset Z

and an open U , we know that Z
Y

XU “ Z X U
U
where the superscript indicates the closure is taken in U or

in Y . Therefore we know that U X Z XU is actually U X Z
U
, i.e. the closure of U XZ in U . Since we know

that y P U XZ
Y
, we know that y P U X Z

U
, which is the same. To prove y1 P g´1Z, since y1 is already in U 1,

it suffices to show that y1 P g´1Z
U 1

“ g´1Z X U X U 1. Notice that Z X U is the image of the quasicompact
morphism f´1U Ñ U induced by f . We are therefore in the case where SpecA1 “ Y 1, SpecA “ Y and A1 is
a flat A-algebra. Since f : X Ñ Y is quasicompact and Y is affine, we can cover X by finitely many affine
opens and by replacing X by the disjoint union, we can also assume X is SpecB:

SpecA “ Y

X “ SpecB SpecA1 “ Y 1

f
g

What is fpXq? Since it’s induced by A Ñ B, we know that if we denote the kernel by I, I claim that
fpXq “ V pIq. First, notice that V pIq contains fpXq since everything in fpXq must contain the kernel. Now
we need to prove that everything in V pIq is in the closure, i.e. if you have a prime p Ą I, then any open
that contains p we have that open intersect with fpXq. We can assume that this open is Dpfq where f R p.
I want to show there is a prime q such that f R q and q is the inverse image of some prime in B. Think
about Af Ñ Bf , we only need to show that Bf is not 0. If Bf is 0, then fn “ 0, i.e. f P I, which means
that f P p, a contradiction, we are done.

Then we know that g´1pfpXqq “ g´1V pIq “ V pIA1q. Now consider the following Cartesian diagram:

X “ SpecB SpecA “ Y

X 1 “ SpecB bA A
1 SpecA1 “ Y 1

f

g1

f 1

g

since g is flat, we know that A1 Ñ B bA A1 is the tensor product of A Ñ B, therefore the kernel of
A1 Ñ B bA A

1 is IA1. Therefore f 1pX 1q “ V pIA1q so we have:

g´1Z “ g´1fpXq “ f 1pX 1q

The key equality is g´1fpXq “ f 1g1´1pXq “ f 1pX 1q. We here run into a similar equality as what we saw in
a previous proposition, here we prove this equality in the assumption that this is Cartesian. This affine case
is general as the general case is reduced to the affine case. Suppose that p is a prime in B and q is a prime
in A1 such that their inverse images in A is x. I want to find a prime τ in B bA A

1 such that it’s inverse
image in B is p in A1 is q. To see how this is done, consider:

kpqq

kppq bkpxq kpqq B bA A
1 A1

B A kpxq

kppq

Then notice that kppq bkpxq kpqq is not 0, then it has a prime, say τ , then let the inverse image in B bA A
1

be τ 1, then I will let you prove that this τ 1 is the prime we are looking for.
Then back to the proof, this shows g´1pZq “ g´1Z “ V pIA1q, we are one.
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Remark 7.8. Note that the only place we used flatness is to prove that the kernel of A1 Ñ A1 bA B is IA1.

This result has in fact a lot of useful corollaries:

Corollary 7.9. Let g : Y 1 Ñ Y be a quasicompact flat morphism and let Z 1 be a closed subset of Y 1

satisfying Z 1 “ g´1gpZ 1q, then Z 1 “ g´1pgpZ 1qq. Moreover the subspace topology on gpY 1q induced from Y
coincides with the quotient topology induced from Y 1.

Proof. First, recall that the quotient topology on gpY 1q is defined by an subset of gpY 1q is closed iff it’s
inverse image if closed.

Let’s prove the first assertion, notice that by the previous result, we know that if we define Z “ gpZ 1q,
then we can consider the canonical reduced closed embedding:

Z 1 ãÑ Y 1 Ñ X

Recall that all closed embeddings are quasicompact, then the composition is quasicompact, with image Z.
Therefore we can apply the previous proposition and deduce that:

g´1pZq “ g´1pgpZ 1qq “ g´1gpZ 1q “ Z 1

To prove the second assertion, we need to prove that any subset of gpY 1q that is closed under the subspace
topology is closed under the quotient topology and vice versa. Notice that since g is continuous in the first
place, suppose that a subset in gpY 1q is closed under the subspace topology, it’s inverse image in Y 1 is
closed, then it’s closed under the quotient topology. Then suppose that now Z is closed under the quotient
topology, then it’s inverse image in Y 1 is closed. Now apply the first assertion to Z 1 “ g´1Z, we know that
g´1Z “ g´1pgg´1Zq, i.e. g´1Z “ g´1Z. hence we know that Z “ Z X gpY 1q, therefore Z is closed with
respect to the subspace topology.

Corollary 7.10. Assume g : Y 1 Ñ Y be a quasicompact faithfully flat morphism then the topology on Y
coincides with the quotient topology induced from Y 1.

Proof. Since g is faithfully flat, it’s surjective, therefore gpY 1q “ Y .

Corollary 7.11. Suppose that g : S1 Ñ S is qcfp, then let S2 “ S1 ˆS S
1 and let OpSq (resp. OpS1q,OpS2q)

be the set of open subsets of S (resp. S1, S2) and let FpSq (resp. FpS1q,FpS2q) be the set of closed subsets
of S (resp. S1, S2). Then the following sequences are exact:

OpSq Ñ OpS1q
p´1
1

Ñ
p´1
2

OpS2q FpSq Ñ FpS1q
p´1
1

Ñ
p´1
2

FpS2q

Proof. Let’s prove the assertion for closed subsets. First, injectivity, suppose that Z1, Z2 are closed subsets
of S such that the inverse images coincide. Therefore let Z 1 “ g´1Zi, then we know that Zi “ gg´1Zi since
g is surjective. Then we know that Z1 “ Z2. Therefore the morphism is injective. Then suppose that Z 1

is closed in S1 such that the inverse image under p1, p2 are the same, say is Z2. Then we know that if we
denote h “ g ˝ pi, we know that if we denote Z “ hpZ2q, then h´1Z “ Z2, i.e. h´1hpZ2q “ Z2, then we
know that this implies that:

Z2 “ h´1hpZ2q

But h´1hpZ2q is p´1
i g´1hpZ2q. Consider g´1hpZ2q, I claim it’s Z 1, since we know that g´1hpZ2q contains

Z 1 but if it strictly contains Z 1, we know that p´1
i g´1hpZ2q will be larger than Z2, which is a contradiction.

Then for the assertion, we only need to use the fact that taking complements is injective, and g, pi are
surjective.

Remark 7.12. Here the result for open subsets resolves the problem we had before when we discussed
the exact sequences for closed embeddings. Since open embeddings are essentially just giving open subsets,
therefore this results for open subsets implies the corresponding exact sequences for open embeddings.

49



Corollary 7.13. Assume g : Y 1 Ñ Y is qcfp, let Z be a subset of Y such that Z is the image of a
quasicompact morphism (for example Y is Noetherian and Z is constructible as it’s a finite disjoint union
of locally closed subsets), then Z is locally closed iff g´1Z is so.

Proof. First, assume that Z is locally closed, then no matter what g we use g´1Z is also locally closed. For
the converse, consider the Cartesian diagram:

g´1Z Z

Y 1 Y
g

Notice that g´1Z Ñ Z is also quasicompact and faithfully flat. Since we know that g´1Z “ g´1Z, if we
assume g´1Z is locally closed we know that g´1Z is U X g´1Z “ U X g´1Z, therefore it’s open in g´1Z,
then we know that Z is open in Z since we know the topology in Z is the same as the quotient topology,
then Z is locally closed.

Corollary 7.14. Consider a Cartesian diagram:

S1 ˆS X X

S1 S

g1

f 1 f

g

such that g is qcfp, then if f 1 is an open mapping (resp. closed mapping, quasicompact locally closed
embedding (i.e. locally closed embeddings with quasicompact images), homeomorphism), f is so.

Proof. Let’s be clear with the terminology first, here by a quasicompact embedding, I just mean that f is a
quasicompact morphism such that the underlying map on topological spaces is an embedding of topological
spaces.

Let’s first deal with the open or closed mapping stuff. Recall that pullbacks doesn’t preserve open or
closed mapping, this is why we don’t put iff here. Recall that for any Cartesian diagram we know that
g´1fpZq “ f 1g1´1Z, then if Z is open (or closed) and f 1 is open (or closed), then we know that f 1g1´1Z
is open (or closed). So g´1fpZq is open (or closed), recall that the quotient topology is the same as the
subspace topology, therefore fpZq is open (or closed). Therefore f is open (or closed).

Then suppose that f 1 is a locally closed embedding, we know that first f is quasicompact and injective
from previous results since g is surjective. Now to prove f is an embedding, we need to prove that f : X Ñ

fpXq is a homoemorphism where fpXq is endowed with the subspace topology. Now I claim that if for any
closed subset Z of X, we have f´1fpZq “ Z, then f is an embedding. To see why, we need to show that the
inverse of f is continuous, i.e. we need to show that every closed subset Z in X, fpZq is closed in fpXq, i.e.
fpZq “ fpZq X fpXq, since f is injective, this is equivalent to f´1fpZq “ Z.

Now suppose that Z is closed in X, then we know from f is quasicompact that

g´1pfpZqq “ g´1fpZq “ f 1g1´1Z

Then since f 1 is an embedding, we know that:

f 1´1pf 1g1´1Zq “ g1´1Z

Then we know that:
g1´1f´1pfpZqq “ f 1´1g´1fpZq “ f 1´1pf 1g1´1Zq “ g1´1Z

since g is surjective we know that f´1fpZq “ Z, we are done.
Finally, suppose that f 1 is a homeomorphism, we know that f is an embedding, it’s also surjective since

g is surjective, therefore f is a homeomorphism.
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Remark 7.15. Note that this corollary doesn’t say any thing about open embeddings or closed embeddings
or locally closed embeddings of schemes, everything here are merely topological statements and at this point
there is no reason to generalize it to scheme embeddings using what we discussed before. However, there
will be a discussion in the next section.

Corollary 7.16. Consider a Cartesian diagram:

S1 ˆS X X

S1 S

g1

f 1 f

g

such that g is qcfp. Then f is universally open, universally closed, universally a homeomorphism iff f 1 is.

Proof. The only if direction is easy. So let’s assume f 1 is for example universally open, then we use our old
diagram:

X ˆS S
1 ˆS T

X ˆS S
1 X T ˆS X

S1 S T

S1 ˆS T

f 1 f

g

gT

We then know that again gT is qcfp, then T ˆS X Ñ T is open iff X ˆS S
1 ˆS T Ñ S1 ˆS T is, but this is

true since f 1 is universally open, we are done. The other assertions are proved similarly.

Corollary 7.17. Consider a Cartesian diagram:

S1 ˆS X X

S1 S

g1

f 1 f

g

such that g is qcfp. Then f is separated or proper iff f 1 is.

Proof. Again, we know that pullbacks preserved separatedness and properness. Then let’s first assume f 1 is
separated, we have the following Cartesain diagram:

X ˆS S
1 pX ˆS S

1q ˆS1 pX ˆS S
1q

X X ˆS X

∆

g1

∆

You can check this is Cartesian by directly verifying the universal property: two morphisms a, b from Z to
X and pX ˆS S

1q ˆS1 pX ˆS S
1q which are equal after we compose the morphism to X ˆS X are first a

morphism a : Z Ñ X and two morphism b1 : Z Ñ X ˆS S
1, b2 : Z Ñ X ˆS S

1 such that after you compose
the projection to S1, we get the same morphism, moreover, after we compose with the projection to X and
then with X Ñ S, they are the same. Unpack these, you get essentially these are just two morphism a, b to
X ˆS S

1 which are given by a1, a2, b1, b2 such that a1 “ b1, a2 “ b2, i.e. just two morphisms a, b such that
their composition to S are the same, therefore just a morphism to X ˆS S

1, we are done.
Then notice g1 is qcfp, then ∆ at the bottom is a closed embedding if it’s a closed mapping, if the top is

a closed mapping, but the top ∆ is a closed embedding of schemes, therefore is a closed mapping.
Then if f 1 is proper, then it’s finite type, separated, universally closed, then we already saw f is so, we

are done.
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8 Descent of Schemes

Recall that in the previous section, we discussed when open, closed mapping and quasicompact embeddings,
but these are all topological properties, not embedding of schemes. Here in this section, our first goal is to
study these schemes embeddings.

Proposition 8.1. Let g : S1 Ñ S be a morphism of schemes.

1. Suppose that g is surjective and the induced morphism of sheaves of rings OS Ñ g˚OS1 is injective,
then g is an epimorphism in the category of schemes.

2. Suppose g is surjective and the topology on S is the quotient topology induced from S1. Let S2 “

S1 ˆS S
1 and p1, p2 be the two projections to S1, h : S2 Ñ S be the canonical morphism. Assume

OS Ñ g˚OS1

g˚p
6
1

Ñ
g˚p

6
2

h˚OS2

is exact (i.e. the sequence we get using the difference g˚p
6
1 ´ g˚p

6
2) is exact as a morphism of sheaves.

Then for any scheme Z, the sequence:

HompS,Zq
g˝
Ñ HompS1, Zq

p1˝

Ñ
p2˝

HompS2, Zq

is exact where g˚ maps a morphism f : S Ñ Z to fg and p˚
i map a morphism f : S1 Ñ Z to

fpi : S
2 Ñ Z.

Proof. To prove the first assertion, i.e. g is an epimorphism, we need to prove that if f1, f2 : S Ñ X are two
morphisms of schemes such that:

f1 ˝ g “ f2 ˝ g

We want to prove f1 “ f2. First we know that as a morphism of topological spaces, we know that since g is
a surjective morphism of topological spaces, then f1 “ f2 as morphism of topological spaces. Then we need
to prove:

f 6
1 : OX Ñ pf1q˚OS “ f 6

2 : OX Ñ pf2q˚OS

Since f1 ˝ g “ f2 ˝ g, we know that:

OX
f6
1

Ñ pf1q˚OS
pf1q˚g

6

Ñ pf1q˚g˚OS1 “ OX
f6
2

Ñ pf2q˚OS
pf2q˚g

6

Ñ pf2q˚g˚OS1

Recall that pushforward is left exact, therefore pushforward of an injective morphism is still injective, i.e.
still a monomorphism, therefore this implies f 6

1 “ f 6
2.

To prove the second assertion, first g is surjective and from our assumption on the sequence of sheaves,
OS Ñ g˚OS1 is injective, therefore by 1, g is an epimorphism, therefore:

HompS,Zq
g˚
Ñ HompS1, Zq

by precomposing with g is injective. Then let f 1 : S1 Ñ Z be a morphism of schemes such that f 1p1 “ f 1p2.
We want to find a morphism f : S Ñ Z such that fg “ f 1. Let’s first do this by finding f as a map
of topological spaces which is why we want the topology on S1 to be the quotient topology. Consider the
following diagram:

S1 ˆS S
1 S1

S1 S

p2

p1 g

g

Then suppose that s1
1, s

1
2 are in S1 such that gps1

1q “ gps1
2q, then from the fact that this diagram is Cartesain,

we know that there is a point s2 P S1 ˆS S
1 “ S2 such that pips

2q “ s1
i. Then in the following diagram:

S2 S1 Z
p2

p1

f 1
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We know that f 1ps1
1q “ f 1p1ps2q “ f 1p2ps2q “ f 1ps1

2q, then consider the universal property of the quotient
morphism in the category of topological spaces:

S1 Z

S

f 1

g
f

This implies that there is a unique continuous morphism of topological spaces f such that this diagram is
commutative. Then using this f we have such a diagram:

f 1
˚OS1 f 1

˚p
˚
1OS2

OZ f˚g˚OS1 f˚h˚OS2

f 1
˚OS1 f 1

˚p
˚
2OS2

“ “

f˚g˚p
6
2

f˚g˚p
6
1

“ “

The two small triangles on the left are commutative be cause f 1
˚OS1 is canonically equal to f˚g˚OS1 and thus

we can just define OZ Ñ f˚g˚OS1 to be the same as OZ Ñ f 1
˚OS1 . Another two squares are commutative

because we again have canonical identifications and the two horizontal morphisms on the top and bottom
are just f 1

˚p
6

i. I claim that the row in the middle, obtained by using the difference f˚g˚p
6
1 ´f˚g˚p

6
2 composes

to 0. Or in other words, we need to show that the two composition are equal:

OZ Ñ f˚g˚OS1

f˚g˚p
6
1

Ñ f˚h˚OS2 “ OZ Ñ f˚g˚OS1

f˚g˚p
6
2

Ñ f˚h˚OS2

Since we have this commutative diagram, this equality follows from f 1p1 “ f 1p2. Then recall that f˚ is a
left exact functor, then we know that we have an exact sequence:

f˚OS Ñ f˚g˚OS1 Ñ f˚h˚OS2

Then the universal property of kernels gives you a morphism OZ Ñ f˚OS , together with the topological
map f , we get a map of ringed spaces f such that f 1 “ fg, then we need to prove this is a morphism of
schemes, which means that we need to prove it’s a map of locally ringed spaces, i.e. the morphism on the
stalks are all morphisms of local rings. For any s1 P S1, the composite of the homomorphisms:

OZ,fgs1 Ñ OS,gs1 Ñ OS1,s1

is a morphism of local rings since f 1 is a morphism of schemes. But notice that OS,gs1 Ñ OS1,s1 is also
a morphism of local rings. Then I claim that for the maximal ideal of OZ,fgs1 , if it’s not mapped to the
maximal ideal of OS,gs1 , it’s mapped to an invertible element in OS1,s1 which contradicts the fact that the
composition is a local morphism.

Corollary 8.2. Let g : S1 Ñ S be qcfp and let S2 “ S1 ˆS S
1, the for any scheme Z, the following sequence

is exact:
HompS,Zq Ñ HompS1, Zq Ñ HompS2, Zq

Being faithfully flat means g is surjective, being quasicompact plus faithfully flat means that the topology
of S is the same as the quotient topology induced from S1. Moreover, recall that we have prove that for qcfp
g and any quasicoherent OS-module G we have an exact sequence:

G Ñ g˚g
˚G Ñ h˚h

˚G

Now let G “ OS , we have an exact sequence:

OS Ñ g˚OS1 Ñ h˚OS2
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Where the first morphism is given by OS1
Id
Ñ OS1 and the adjoint property, I will let you prove this is exactly

the induced morphism of sheaves of rings. Then for g˚OS1 Ñ h˚OS2 i claim that it’s just g˚pp6

iq. To see
why, before we apply g˚, we know that this is defined by identity and adjoint property of pp˚

i , ppiq˚q:

ppiq
˚g˚OS Ñ ppiq

˚g˚OS

which is just OS1 Ñ ppiq˚ppiq
˚OS induced by the identity p˚

i OS1 Ñ p˚
i OS1 and similarly this is p6

i, then we
apply g˚.

This discussion plus the previous result, we get the desired exact sequence on hom sets.

Corollary 8.3. Let g : S1 Ñ S be a qcfp morphism and let S2 again be S1 ˆS S
1. Suppose that X,Y are

two S-schemes let X 1 “ X ˆS S
1, Y 1 “ Y ˆS S

1 and X2 “ X ˆS S
2, Y 2 “ Y ˆS S

2, then the sequence:

HomSpX,Y q Ñ HomS1 pX 1, Y 1q Ñ HomS2 pX2.Y 2q

is exact.

Proof. Let’s first be clear about what are the morphisms between these hom sets. They are given by the
following diagram:

X2 Y 2 S2

X 1 Y 1 S1

X Y S

p1 p2

Since S1 Ñ S is qcfp, we know that X 1 Ñ X is also qcfp. Then we know from the previous corollary that
the following two sequence are exact:

HompX,Y q Ñ HompX 1, Y q Ñ HompX2, Y q

HompX,Sq Ñ HompX 1, Sq Ñ HompX2, Sq

But these two exact sequences implies that:

HomSpX,Y q Ñ HomSpX 1, Y q Ñ HomSpX2, Y q

is exact. This is because for example we first need to prove the first map is injective, but this is just
a restricting HompX,Y q Ñ HompX 1, Y q to HomSpX,Y q and HomSpX 1, Y q, therefore is indeed injective.
Then suppose that we have an S-morphism in HomSpX 1, Y q such that after we pull it back use two diffrent
projections we get the same morphism, again, by thinking these are objects in HompX 1, Y q,HompX2, Y q, we
know that there is a morphism t in HompX,Y q such that after we compose with X 1 Ñ X, get the morphism
we started. The only issue is that this morphism may not be an S-morphism. T prove this is an S-morphism,
we need to prove that after we compose t with Y Ñ S, we get X Ñ S. I will let you prove it but the hint is
to use the second exact sequence.

Note that the last sequence can be identified with the exact sequence we are interested in. For example
we have an isomorphism:

HomS1 pX 1, Y 1q “ HomSpX 1, Y q

which is define by X 1 Ñ Y 1 Ñ Y where X 1 is a S-scheme by S1 Ñ S, I will let you prove this is indeed an
isomorphism which is just the universal property of fibered products. Similarly we have:

HomS2 pX2, Y 2q “ HomSpX2, Y q

the morphism is defined similarly. Then I will let you check after this identification, we get the sequence we
are interested in.

Now we are able to prove our promise about open, closed embeddings or isomorphisms in the beginning
of the section:
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Corollary 8.4. Using the notation of the previous corollary let f : X Ñ Y be an S-morphism and let
f 1 : X 1 Ñ Y 1 be the base change of f . Then f is an isomorphism iff f 1 is.

Proof. We still use the diagram from the previous corollary. Since f 1 is the base change of f , then if f is an
isomorphism, f 1 is of course an isomorphism.

Conversely, suppose that f 1 is an isomorphism, let g1 be it’s inverse, which is still an S-morphism.
Then consider the further base change to Y 2 Ñ X2 along to projections, then I claim that we get the same
morphism, since it’s the inverse of f2, therefore we know that there is an S-morphism g : Y Ñ X such that the
pullback to X 1, Y 1 is g1. Since we know that g1f 1 “ IdX1 and the morphism HomSpX,Xq Ñ HomS1 pX 1, X 1q is
injective, we conclude from the fact that base change commutes with composition that g ˝f “ IdX , similarly
we get fg “ IdY . So f is an isomorphism as we find it’s inverse.

Corollary 8.5. Use the notation of the previous corollary, then f is a closed embedding, open embedding
or a locally closed embedding iff f 1 is so.

Proof. We again still only need to assume f 1 is something and then prove f is also something. Let’s first
deal with closed embeddings, i.e. assume f 1 is a closed embedding. Recall that we have a SES of closed
embeddings:

SubpY q ãÑ SubpY 1q Ñ SubpY 2q

Recall f 1 : X 1 ãÑ Y 1 as a closed embedding of Y 1, we know that it’s pullback along two projections are equal.
Therefore, we know that by this exact sequence, there is a closed embedding f0 : X0 ãÑ Y such that it’s
pullback f 1

0 : X 1
0 ãÑ Y 1 is the same closed embedding as f 1, i.e. there is an isomorphism ϕ1 : X 1 Ñ X 1

0 such
that f 1 “ f 1

0 ˝ ϕ1. This implies we have the following diagram:

X2
0 X2 Y 2 S2

X 1
0 X 1 Y 1 S1

X0 X Y S

p1 p2

ϕ1 f 1

f0

f

Now use the fact that pullback commutes with composition of morphisms, we have:

f2
0 ˝ p˚

1 pϕ1q “ f2 “ f2
0 p

˚
2 pϕq

where p˚
i represent pullbacking along the two projections. Then since f2

0 is a closed embedding, then we know
that p˚

1ϕ
1 “ p˚

2ϕ
1 because closed embeddings are monomorphisms. However being equal after pullbacked

along pi implies that there is a ϕ : X0 Ñ X such that it’s pullback to X 1
0, X

1 is ϕ1, and I will let you check
this is also an isomorphism using the exact sequence. Moreover, we also have ˝fϕ “ f0, therefore f is also
a closed embedding. We are done.

Using similar arguments and the SES for open embeddings, we can prove if f 1 is an open embedding then
f is also an open embedding.

Finally, the argument for locally closed embedding is just the fact that locally closed embeddings are
compositions of a closed embedding with an open embedding.

Proposition 8.6. Let g : S1 Ñ S be a qcfp morphism, again let S2 “ S1 ˆS S
1 and S3 “ S1 ˆS S

1 ˆS S
1, let

p1, p2 and p12, p13, p23 be the projections. Suppose that X 1 is a S1-scheme provided with an S2-isomorphism
σ : p˚

1X
1 » p˚

2X
1 satisfying p˚

13σ “ p23σ
˚p˚

12σ where p˚
i X

1 is as in the following Cartesian diagram:

p˚
i X

1 X 1

S2 S1pi
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and p˚
ijσ are defined by:

p˚
jX

1 p˚
i X

1 S3

p˚
2X

1 p˚
1X

1 S2

p˚
ijσ

pij

σ

If X 1 is affine over S1, then there exists an S-scheme X and an S1-isomorphism τ : g˚X » X 1 where g˚X is
defined similarly such that the diagram commutes:

p˚
1g

˚X p˚
1X

1

p˚
2g

˚X p˚
2X

1

p˚
1 τ

» σ

p˚
2 τ

This S-scheme X is unique up to a unique isomorphism and X is affine over S.
Any S2-isomorphism σ : p˚

1X
1 » p˚

2X
1 such that p˚

13σ “ p23σ
˚p˚

12σ is called a descent datum for the
S1-scheme X 1.

Proof. Let f 1 : X 1 Ñ S1 be the structure morphism and let A1 “ f 1
˚OX1 . Then we know that since f 1 is

affine, then A1 is a quasicoherent OS1 -algebra. Now I claim that the descent datum of X 1 defines a descent
datum for A1 this is the key of this proof.

To see why this is true, consider for example:

p˚
1X

1 S2

X 1 S1

f 1
1

p1

f 1

Since f 1 is affine, we know that p˚
1X

1 Ñ S2 is also affine, then recall that A1 on S1 is f 1
˚OX1 then we know

that X 1 Ñ S1 is actually SpecA1 Ñ S1 and since Spec commutes with base change, we know that p˚
1X

1 Ñ S2

is actually Specp˚
1A1 Ñ S2, therefore we have isomorphisms θ1 : p˚

1A1 » pf 1
1q˚Op˚

1 X
1 , then we know that we

have isomorphism:

φ : p˚
1A1 θ1» pf 1

1q˚Op˚
1 X

1

pf 1
1q˚σ

6

» pf 1
1q˚σ˚Op˚

2 X
1 “ pf 1

2q˚Op˚
2 X

1

θ´1
2
» p˚

2A1

Thus φ “ θ´1
2 ˝ pf 1

1q˚σ
6 ˝ θ1. For notation simplicity, we will denote pf 1

1q˚σ
6 by σ6, which is just the

isomorphism of OS2 -algebras induced by σ. One important property of this Spec is that it commutes with
base changes, therefore we know that if you pull this back along pij , we just get the isomorphism induced
by p˚

ijσ, since θi’s also commute with base change, we know that pullback of these morphism indeed satisfies
the cocycle condition.

Then we know from descent of quasicoherent sheaves that there is a quasicoherent OS-module and an
isomorphism:

τ : g˚A » A1

such that the desired commutative diagram holds. Now we want to show that A is an OS-algebra, i.e. it
has an algebra structure, which is a morphism:

A bOS
A Ñ A

such that it satisfies some properties, for example, associative law, commutativity and distributive law. First,
the morphism OS Ñ A comes from the descent of OS1 Ñ A1 and so does A bOS

A Ñ A descent from the
morphism A1 bO1

S
A1 Ñ A1. Finally to prove it has desired properties, we know that these are still just to

prove some commutative diagrams, which still from the descent property. Then take X “ SpecA, we can
use the correspondence property between affine schemes and quasicoherent sheaves of algebras to check X
satisfies the desired property.
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Corollary 8.7. Let g : S1 Ñ S be qcfp, S2 “ S1 ˆS S
1, if X,Y are two S-schemes with X 1 “ X ˆS S

1, Y 1 “

Y ˆS S
1, X2 “ X ˆS S

2, Y 2 “ Y ˆS S
2. Suppose f : X Ñ Y is a S-morphism, then if f 1 is the base change

of f , then f 1 is affine iff f is.

Proof. Suppose f 1 is affine, then f 1 is quasicompact and separated, then we already know that f is also
quasicompact and separated, so f˚OX is quasicoherent over OY . Since the base change is flat, we know that
we have an isomorphism α˚f˚OX » f 1

˚OX1 by the flat base change theorem(see the FOAG notes series for
further information):

X 1 Y 1

X Y

f 1

β α

f

Then we know that there is a canonical Y -morphism X Ñ Specf˚OX , and we can pullback it along Y 1 Ñ Y
which gives:

X 1 Specf 1
˚OX1 Y 1

X Specf˚OX Y

β α

since α˚f˚OX is isomorphic to f 1
˚OX1 . Since f 1 is affine, we know that X 1 Ñ Specf 1

˚OX1 is an isomorphism.
But this implies X Ñ Specf˚OX is also an isomorphism since Y 1 Ñ Y is qcfp.

Corollary 8.8. Under the assumption and notation of the previous corollary, f is integral, finite or finite
and locally free iff f 1 is so.

Proof. Let’s prove the integral case first as the other cases are similar. For the terminology we used above,
locally free means that f˚OX is locally free over Y .

First, f 1 being an integral morphism means it’s affine, therefore f is also affine, to prove f is integral we
can assume Y “ SpecA,X “ SpecB. We can also assume Y 1 is affine Y 1 “ SpecA1 such that A1 is faithfully
flat over A(again by taking disjoint unions). Then we know that A1 bA B is integral over A1. Now we know
that B “ lim

ÝÑi
Bi where Bi are all the finitely generated A-subalgebras, then since tensor commutes with

filtered colimit, we know:
A1 bA B “ lim

ÝÑ
i

A1 bA Bi

since A1 is flat over A, we know that A1 bA Bi ãÑ A1 bA B is injective. Then since each A1 bA Bi is finitely
generated algebra over A1 and integral over A1, it’s finitely generated as an A1-module. Then we know that
Bi is finitely generated since A1 is faithfully flat over A.

Then finite is similarly proved. Finally for locally closed, we need to prove that that B is flat and of
finite presentation, but these are all similar to what we have seen before.

Definition 8.9. A scheme is called quasi-affine if it’s isomorphic to a quasicompact open subscheme of an
affine subscheme. A morphism f : X Ñ Y is called quasi-affine if there exists an affine open covering tViu
of Y such that each f´1Vi are quasiaffine.

One immediate property of quasi-affine morphism is that it’s quasicompact. One thing that is not so
easy to notice is that quasiaffine morphisms are also separated. To see why, we can assume that the target
is affine, i.e. we have a morphism X Ñ SpecA such that X is a quasicompact open subscheme of an affine
open SpecB. Then we have the following diagram:

SpecΓpX,OXq SpecA

X

I claim that X Ñ SpecΓpX,OXq is an open immersion, which proves X Ñ SpecA is separated as open
embeddings are separated. To see why, suppose that X ãÑ SpecB is an open embedding and X is quasicom-
pact, then we know that we can find Dpb1q, ¨ ¨ ¨ , Dpbnq such that X “ Dpb1q, ¨ ¨ ¨ , Dpbnq. Let b1

i P ΓpX,OXq
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be the images of bi, let Xb1
i
be the open subscheme of X where b1

i doesn’t vanish. Then if we consider a
similar diagram:

SpecΓpX,OXq SpecB

X

If we restrict this to Dpaiq, we get:

SpecΓpX,OXqa1
i

SpecDpbiq

Xa1
i

“

Since Xa1
i
if affine, we know that Xa1

i
Ñ ΓpXa1

i
,OXq induced by the ring map on global sections is an

isomorphism. However, I claim that:

ΓpXa1
i
,OXq Ð ΓpX,OXqa1

i

is an isomorphism. First, this map should be obvious, induced by universal property of localization. It’s also
clear that this is an injective map. Suppose that x

a
1n
i

is mapped to 0, since ai is invertible in the image, we

know that x restricted to Xa1
i
is 0, this implies that xa1

i “ 0 as we know that if x is a point on X where a1
i

doesn’t vanish, x vanishes, if ai vanishes, we are done. The key is how to prove this is surjective: since X is
quasicompact, we can use the second version of the qcqs lemma discussed in the FOAG series, I will let you
check the details.

But this proves that Xa1
i

Ñ SpecΓpX,OXqa1
i
is an isomorphism, which proves that X Ñ ΓpX,OXq is an

open embedding. We are done.
The following result, which is essentially a summary of the above discussion, gives you another charac-

terization of quasi-affine morphisms:

Proposition 8.10. A morphism f : X Ñ Y is quasi-affine if and only if it’s quasicompact, separated, and
the canonical Y -morphism X Ñ Specf˚OX is an open embedding.

Proof. First the if part of the proof is easy and I will let you do it.
For the only if part, we can reduce to the affine case, which is just prove the canonical morphism

X Ñ SpecΓpX,OXq is an open embedding, which is the above discussion.

Corollary 8.11. Using the notation and assumption of the previous corollary, f is quasi-affine iff f 1 is
quasiaffine.

Proof. If f is quasi-affine, then consider the following diagram:

X 1 Specf 1
˚OX1 Y 1

X Specf˚OX Y

h

Then using the previous characterization of quasi-affine morphisms, we are done.
Now assume that f 1 is quasi-affine, we know thatX 1 Ñ Specf 1

˚OX1 is open embedding, then since Y 1 Ñ Y
is qcpf, we know that X Ñ Specf˚OX is also an open embedding, we are done.

Corollary 8.12. The descent property of schemes holds as well with affine replaced by quasi-affine.
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Proof. The diagram becomes:

¨ ¨ ¨ X 1

¨ ¨ ¨ Specf 1
˚OX1

S2 S1
pi

Then we can apply the affine case to Specf 1
˚OX1 and obtain:

¨ ¨ ¨ X 1

¨ ¨ ¨ Specf 1
˚OX1 SpecA

S2 S1 Spi

then pullback X 1, we get the same open subscheme, then the descent property for open subsets gives the
desired X ãÑ SpecA. I will let you check the details.

9 Quasi-finite Morphisms

In this section we spend a little bit of time discussing quasi-finite morphisms.

Definition 9.1. Let pA,mq Ñ pB,nq be a map of local rings, we say B is quasi-finite over A if B{mB is
finite dimensional over A{m.

Lemma 9.2. Let f : X Ñ Y be a morphism of finite type and let x P X, the following conditions are
equivalent:

1. x is isolated in f´1fpxq.

2. OX,x is quasi-finite over OY,fpxq.

If these conditions hold, we say that f is quasi-finite at x, in particular, being quasi-finite at a point means
f is finite-type in the first place.

Proof. Consider the following diagram of fibers:

f´1fpxq Specpkpfpxqqq

X Y

Let’s compute the stalk of the structure sheaf of f´1fpxq at x, which can be done affine locally, and we can
assume that this is SpecB Ñ SpecA where q is mapped to p, and the fiber is BbA kppq “ pBp{pApBpq, then
since taking quotients and localization commutes, we can conclude that the stalk at x is again Bq{pApBq.
Moreover, we know that in this case the fiber of an open neighborhood of x in the original fiber, therefore
x is isolated in the original fiber iff x is isolated in this new fiber. Then we know that by considering
f´1fpxq Ñ Speckpfpxqq, we have the same OX,x{mfpxqOX,x and OY,fpxq{mfpxqOY,fpxq, so we can assume
Y “ Speck for some k.

Now let’s assume 1 ñ 2. As we only care about OX,x, we can replace X by an open neigborhood of x
and assume that X is only one point, therefore form f being finite type, we know that X “ SpecB where B
is a finitely generated k-algebra, which only has one prime ideal. This is because of the Nullstllensatz, and
B{n is a finitely generated field extension of k, thus nit’s necessarily finite dimensional over k. Also we know

59



that n is nilpotent, say nn “ 0. Then since B is Noetherian, we know that we can consider the following
filtration:

B Ą n Ą n2 Ą ¨ ¨ ¨nn “ 0

and each subquotient is finite dimensional over B{n, hence finite dimensional over k, hence B is finite
dimensional over k.

Then let’s prove 2 ñ 1. We want to prove x is isolated, again, we can replace X by an affine niegborhood
of x, say X “ SpecB where B is a finitely generated algebra over k. Suppose that q is the prime ideal
corresponding to the point x, then we know that Bq is finite dimension over k, this implies that Bq is of
finite length and Noetherian, therefore Artinian (in particular of Krull dimension 0), hence q is a minimal
prime of B, therefore x is the generic point of some irreducible component of X. Moreover since Bq{qBq is
finite dimensional over k, we know that B{q is finite dimensional over k as B{q ãÑ Bq{qBq is an injective
k-linear map. Therefore B{q is a field, as it’s a domain that is finite dimensional over a field. So q is a
maximal ideal of B as well, therefore x is a closed point of B and the irreducible component of B consisting
of x only has a single point x, therefore txu is open, therefore x is isolated.

Lemma 9.3. Suppose that A if a finitely generated k-algebra where k is a field, then the following are
equivalent:

1. SpecA is discrete as a topological space.

2. SpecA is finite as a set.

3. A has only finitely many maximal ideals.

4. A is a finite dimensional k-algebra.

Proof. 1 ñ 2 is easy as any SpecA is quasi-compact.
2 ñ 3 is trivial.
3 ñ 1: Let m1, ¨ ¨ ¨ ,mn be all the maximal ideals of A. Then since any finitely generated algebra over a

field is Jacobson, i.e. for a prime p, p “ XmĄpm, we know that we can take these to be finite and we know
that p contains the product of these maximal ideals, then since all of these factors in the product are primes,
p contains one of the factors, thus p is also maximal, we are done.

Then for 1 ñ 4, we know that SpecA is a finite discrete topological space, therefore:

SpecA “ SpecAm1

ž

¨ ¨ ¨
ž

SpecAmn

Since we know that A is finitely generated, then Ami
is finite dimensional over k, therefore A “ Am1

ˆ ¨ ¨ ¨ ˆ

Amn
, is finite dimensional over k.
Then 4 ñ 2 if A is finite dimensional over k, then it’s Artinian, therefore SpecA is finite discrete.

Proposition 9.4. Let f : X Ñ Y be a morphism of finite type, then the following are equivalent:

1. For every y P Y , f´1y is a discrete topological space.

2. For any x P X OX,x is quasi-finite over OY,fpxq.

3. For any y P Y , f´1y is a finite set.

Proof. The fact that 1 and 2 are equivalent is from the first lemma and 1 ô 3 is from finite type plus the
previous lemma.

Definition 9.5. A finite type morphism f : X Ñ Y satisfying the above conditions are called quasi-finite.

Proposition 9.6. Consider the following Cartesian diagram:

X ˆY Y
1 X

Y 1 Y

g1

f 1 f

g

where g is qcfp, then f is quasi-finite if and only if f 1 is so.
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Proof. Let’s consider the following morphism:

g´1y1 f´1pgpy1qq

Speckpy1q Speckpgpy1qq

X ˆY Y
1 X

Y 1 Y

f

g

We know that if g´1y1 Ñ f´1pgpy1qq is surjective, then if g´1y1 is finite, then f´1pgpy1qq is finite, which
proves that if f 1 is quasi-finite, f is quasi-finite.

If f is quasi-finite. Then we still can use the above diagram, then we know that g´1y1 is f´1pgpy1qqˆkpgpy1qq

kpy1q, however, we know that f´1gpy1q is
š

iAmi
for finitely many Ami

where each of Ami
is a finite

dimensional kpgpy1qq space, therefore the fiber g´1y1 “
š

iAmi
bkpgpy1qq kpy1q, therefore g´1y1 is just

Spec
š

iAmi
bkpgpy1qq kpy1q, therefore this is still a finitely generated and finite dimensional over kpy1q, thus

A is a finite set, we are done.

Lemma 9.7. Let pA,mq be a local Noetherian ring, and let M be an A-module such that M{mM is finite
dimensional over A{m, then M̂ “ lim

ÐÝk
M{mkM is finitely generated over Â “ lim

ÐÝk
A{mk.

Proof. Let tx
p0q

1 , ¨ ¨ ¨ , x
p0q

k u be a family of generators for the A{m-module M{mM . Recall that we have
morphisms:

M{mi`1M Ñ M{miM

which is surjective, then we can choose by induction x
piq
1 , ¨ ¨ ¨ , x

piq
k in M{mi`1M such that their images in

M{miM are x
pi´1q

1 , ¨ ¨ ¨ , x
pi´1q

k . Then for each i, consider the homomorphism:

pA{mi`1q‘k Ñ M{mi`1M, pa1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , akq Ñ
ÿ

ajx
piq
j

I claim that this is a surjective morphism. To see why, we still can prove by induction, for example if we
want to prove the case for i “ 1, i.e.:

pA{m2q‘k Ñ M{m2M

is surjective. What we know is that pA{mq‘k Ñ M{mM is surjective, we know that:

pM{m2Mq{pmM{m2Mq “
M

mM `m2M
“ M{mM

Then we know from Nakayama’s lemma that since m{m2 is the unique maximal ideal of A{m2, we know
that pA{m2q‘k Ñ M{m2M is also surjective, let the kernel be Ri, we have the following exact sequence of
all i:

0 Ñ Ri Ñ pA{mi`1q‘k Ñ M{mi`1M Ñ 0

Then use induction we can prove this for every i. What is important is that projective limit commutes with
direct sums so if we can prove it’s exact, then we have an exact sequence:

0 Ñ lim
ÐÝ
i

Ri Ñ Â‘k Ñ M̂ Ñ 0

Then we know that M̂ is finitely generated.
However, in general we only know that projective limit is left exact, not necessarily right exact. In our

case, it’s exact because we know that Ri satisfies the Mittag-Leffler condition (see the short write-up on
Mittag-Leffler condition and inverse limit for more information). We are done
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Lemma 9.8. Let pA,mq Ñ pB,nq be a map of local Noetherian rings, let Â “ lim
ÐÝk

A{mk and let B̂ “

lim
ÐÝk

B{nk, then:

1. B is quasi-finite over A iff B{n is finite dimensional over A{m and there is a positive integer n such
that nn Ă mB Ă n.

2. If B is quasi-finite over A, B̂ is finite over Â.

Proof. Suppose that B is quasi-finite over A, then B{mB is finite dimensional over A{m, then so is B{n as
mB Ă n. Then we know that B{n is an Artinian ring, therefore n{mB is nilpotent, then there is a integer
such that our assertion holds.

Conversely, suppose B{n is finite dimensional over A{m and there is n such that nn Ă mB Ă n. We need
to prove B{mB is finite dimensional over A{m. Since mB Ą nn, we only need to prove that B{nn is a finite
length A-module (which implies B{mB, being a further quotient, is a finite length A-module, thus a finite
dimensional A{m-vector space as it has a finite filtration with each subquotient A{m), then using the usual
filtration we need to prove that ni´1{ni is a finite length A-module, but notice that it’s finite dimensional
over B{n as B is Noetherian, then it’s also finite dimensional over A{m, thus we are done.

To prove the second assertion, notice that:

B̂ “ lim
ÐÝ
k

B{nk

However I claim that:
lim
ÐÝ
k

B{nk » lim
ÐÝ
k

B{pmBqk

This is because the two filtrations mkB and nk are cofinal and any two cofinal filtrations give isomorphic
completions. I will let you figure this out.

But using this, we know that from the previous lemma that lim
ÐÝk

B{mkB is finitely generated over Â.
We are done.

Proposition 9.9. Let A be a complete Noetherain local ring and Y “ SpecA, let f : X Ñ SpecA be
separated and quasi-finite and x P X a point over the closed point of Y , then OX,x is finite over A and the
canonical morphism SpecOX,x Ñ X is an open and closed immersion.

Proof. Consider the following commutative diagram:

X SpecA

SpecOX,x

f

g

Since A is complete, then the previous lemma tells us that:

A Ñ OX,x Ñ ˆOX,x

is finite as f is quasi-finite. Then we know that A Ñ OX,x is also finite. To see why recall that OX,x Ñ ˆOX,x

has the kernel Xin
i where n is the maximal ideal, since the morphism is quasi-finite, then in particular, it’s

finite type, since A is Noetherian, OX,x is Noetherian, then we know from Krull’s interection theorem that

Xin
i “ 0, thus OX,x Ñ ˆOX,x is injective, thus as a submodule of a finite module over a Noetherian ring, it’s

also finite. Then we know that f ˝ g is finite with f being separated, then from the cancellation theorem
of separated morphisms (as the diagonal is a closed embedding, in particular finite), then g is also finite, in
particular closed, therefore gpSpecOX,xq is closed in X.

On the other hand, since SpecOX,x induces an isomorphism between the local ring of the unique closed
point and the local ring of x, we know that g is an open embedding when restricted to a sufficiently small
neighborhood of the closed point in SpecOX,x. Something more general is true, suppose that X Ñ Y is
a finite morphism of schemes, such that the induced morphism OY,fpxq Ñ OX,x is an isomorphism, then
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there is an affine open of x such that if you restrict the morphism to this open, the morphism is an open
embedding. The reason is just finite plus geometric Nakayama, I will let you figure out the details.

However, the only open neighborhood is SpecOX,x, thus g is an open embedding which is closed, therefore
it’s both open and closed embedding.

Besides the notion of quasi-finite, we have the notion of locally quasi-finite. As what you probably
have expected, this notion is invented in case we have a morphism f which satisfies all the conditions of a
quasi-finite morphism, except it’s not quasicompact. Let’s briefly discuss this condition as well, since we will
still run into this notion later.

There are several definitions of locally quasi-finite morphisms, the one given in stack project is the
following:

Definition 9.10. Suppose that f : X Ñ Y is a morphism of schemes which is locally of finite type, then
for x P X, we say that f is quasi-finite at x if there is an affine open V “ SpecR of fpxq and an affine
open U “ SpecA of x such that the image of U is in V and the restricted morphism SpecA Ñ SpecR, which
is finite type is quasi-finite at x in the sense of the definition given before.

We say f is locally quasi-finite if f is quasi-finite at every point of X.

Remark 9.11. Recall that to prove a point is isolated in a topological space, we can find an open cover of
the topological space and prove the point is isolated in each of the open cover. Then we know that even if
we assume f is locally finite type, the discussion we had for quasi-finite morphisms still apply and you are
able to show that if f : X Ñ Y is locally of finite type, then the following two conditions are equivalent:

1. For any y P Y f´1y is discrete.

2. For all x P X OX,x is quasi-finite over OX,y.

However, since we loss quasi-compactness, we are not able to show that f´1y is finite. But, if it’s quasi-
compact, we can immediately conclude that this morphism is quasi-finite. Therefore, the main difference
between quasi-finiteness and locally quasi-finiteness is whether the morphism is quasi-compact or not, as
suggested before.

10 Passage to Limit

Throughout out this section, we will fix a scheme S0, a direct set I and a direct system pAλ, ϕλµq where
Aλ, λ P I are quasi-coherent OS0

-algebras and ϕλµ : Aλ Ñ Aµ are morphisms of OS0
-algebras. One

observation is that the direct limit A “ lim
ÝÑλ

Aλ exists and is quasicoherent. To show it’s existence, we can
define this sheaf to be the associated sheaf of the presheaf:

AprepUq “ lim
ÝÑ
λ

AλpUq

This is obviously a presheaf and it even satisfies the identity axiom of a sheaf: suppose that the class
x P AλpUq on U restricts to 0 on a cover Ui, then we know that on each Ui, there is some µ, such that
ϕλµpxq “ 0, this implies that the class x is also 0 on U . Then we sheafify it and define it to be A. I claim that
this satisfies the universal property of the direct limit with canonial morphisms Aλ Ñ A in OS0

-algebras.
To see why, suppose that B is a OS0 -algebra with morphism gλ : Aλ Ñ B such that these commutes with
ϕλµ, then we know that there is a unique morphism from the presheaf to B, thus a unique morphism from
the associated sheaf to B.

We can also show that this is quasi-coherent. To show this, we give a second definition of this direct limit
which is obviously quasicoherent, and then we will show that this is isomorphic to the one we give above.
We define it to be the associated sheaf of a sheaf on the distinguished affine basis. The key to show that
it’s quasicoherent is the following algebra result and the fact that quasicoherent OS0-modules is equivalent
to the data on each affine and it’s distingsuihed opens such that the resitrction is localization: if pMλ, ϕλµq

is a direct system of A-modules, then we have a canonical isomorphism:

plim
ÝÑ
λ

Mλqf » lim
ÝÑ
λ

pMλqf
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In other words, we know that localization commutes with direct limits.
It’s not hard to prove these two definitions are isomorphic, as we can construct a morphism from the

sheaf defined by distinguished opens to the presheaf and show that the morphism induced on stalks are all
identity.

Now we define Sλ “ SpecAλ and S “ SpecA, they are all S0-schemes. By the universal property of
relative spectrum, we know that we have morphisms of S0-scheme:

uλµ : Sµ Ñ Sλ, uλ : S Ñ Sλ

which are induced by ϕλµ : Aλ Ñ Aµ, ϕλ : Aλ Ñ A. In this section, we will denote an object (for
example, a sheaf F0) over S0 by a symbol with a subscript 0, the corresponding object over Sλ using the
same symbol with a subscript λ. If it’s over S, we will use no subscript. For example if F is an OS0

-module,
it’s pullback to Sλ is Fλ and it’s pullback to S is F . If f : F0 Ñ G0 is a morphism of OS0-modules, then
it’s pullback to Sλ, S are fλ : Fλ Ñ Gλ and f : F Ñ G. if we have a S0-scheme X0, we will call the pullback
by Sλ Ñ S0 by Xλ and X “ X0 ˆS0

S. Similarly, if f0 : X0 Ñ Y0 is a morphism of S0-schemes, we will use
fλ, f to denoted the corresponding morphism of Xλ, X-schemes.

In this section, we will prove result of the following flavor: if we have some object over S0 which has
some properties after we pullback to S, the it’s pullback to Sλ has the same property for sufficiently large
λ. These sort of result are often applied in the following situations:

1. Let A be a ring and let tAλu be the direct system of subalgebras of A finitely generated by Z, then we
have A “ lim

ÝÑλ
Aλ. Note that Aλ are Noetherian, therefore we can use results in this section to reduce

the problem to Noetherian case.

2. Suppose that S0 is an affine scheme, let x P S0 be a point. If tSλu is an inverse system of of affine
opens of x in S0, then if we denote S “ SpecOS0,x, we have OS0,x “ lim

ÝÑλ
ΓpSλ,OSλ

q. Then using
the result of this section, we can show that if the pullback to S has some property, then this property
holds in an affine neighborhood of x.

The main theorem of this section is the following:

Theorem 10.1. Suppose that S0 is quasi-compact and quasi-separated, let f0 : X0 Ñ S0 be a morphism of
finite presentation, then if f is a morphism of one of the types listed below, then for sufficiently large λ, fλ
is of the same type.

1. Open embedding.

2. Closed embedding.

3. Separated.

4. Finite.

5. Affine.

6. Surjective if we assume X0, S0 are Noetherian.

7. Radiciel if we assume X0, S0 are Noetherian.

8. Locally closed embedding if we assume X0, S0 are Noetherian.

9. Quasi-affine.

10. Quasi-finite if we assume S0, X0 are Noetherian.

11. Proper, if we assume S0, X0, X, S are Noetherian.

To prove this result, we will need some preparations:

Proposition 10.2. We will keep the notation of the preceding discussion:
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1. S is the inverse limit of the inverse system pSλ, uλµq in the category of schemes.

2. For any quasi-compact open subset U of S, there is a quasi-compact open Uλ of Sλ for some λ such
that u´1

λ pUλq “ U .

3. The underlying topological space of S is the inverse limit of the inverse system pSλ, uλµq.

4. If S0 is quasi-compact and S “ H, then Sλ for sufficiently large λ.

5. Suppose that S0, Sλ, S are Noetherian schemes, and let E0 be a constructible subset of S0 and let Eλ
(resp. E) be the inverse images of E0 in Sλ (resp. S). If E “ H then Eλ is H for sufficient large λ.

Proof. To show 1, first, let’s show that S is the inverse limit of pSλ, uλµq in the category of S0-scheme. Let
f : T Ñ S0 be an S0-scheme, we need to show the canonical map:

HomS0
pT, Sq Ñ lim

ÐÝ
λ

HomS0
pT, Sλq

is bijective.
Since T is an S0-scheme, we know that:

HomS0
pT, Sλq » HomOS0

pAλ, f˚OT q, , HomS0
pT, Sq » HomOS0

pA, f˚OT q

However, since A is the direct limit of Aλ, therefore we know that we have the isomorphism:

HomOS0
pA, f˚OT q » lim

ÐÝ
λ

HomOS0
pAλ, f˚OT q

You can check this identification is compatible with the morphism we care about, thus it’s an isomorphism.
Then we need to show that it’s the inverse limit not only in the category of S0-schemes, but also in the

category of all schemes, i.e. the following morphism is bijective:

HompT, Sq Ñ lim
ÐÝ

HompT, Sλq

Note that we have:
HompT, Sλq “

ď

fPHompT,S0q

Homf pT, Sλq

HompT, Sq “
ď

fPHompT,S0q

Homf pT, Sq

where Homf means morphisms of S0-schemes when we view T as a S0-scheme using f : T Ñ S0. Recall that
inverse limit of sets or groups is compatible with subsets or subgroups, i.e. we have:

lim
ÐÝ

HompT, Sλq “ lim
ÐÝ

ď

fPHompT,S0q

Homf pT, Sλq “
ď

fPHompT,S0q

lim
ÐÝ

Homf pT, Sλq

where the union is taken in lim
ÐÝ

HompT, Sλq, since inverse limit over an inverse system is always left exact.
Therefore to show the above equality, we only need to show surjectiveness, and I will let you prove it.
(Surjectivity may not always hold, union of subgroups is a special case. For an example, look at the remark
following this proposition.) I will let you show that the morphism HompT, Sq Ñ lim

ÐÝ
HompT, Sλq is compatible

with the subgroup divisions, therefore to prove it’s bijective it suffice to prove it for every f P HompT, S0q,
but we have prove it.

Now let’s prove 2: it suffices to show that there is a basis of S of the form ϕ´1
λ Uλ where Uλ are quasi-

compact subsets of Sλ. Therefore we can assume that S0 is affine, say it’s SpecA0, let Aλ be ΓpS0,Aλq and
A be ΓpS0,Aq, then we know that we can assume that S “ SpecA and Sλ be SpecAλ. Then we know that
in SpecA, Dpfq forms a basis while any f P A is the image of some fλ P Aλ, we are done.

To prove 3: There are two ways to prove it, one is quite abstract and another is more concrete. First,
we can show that the forgetful functor to topological spaces is right adjoint to the functor that gives a
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topological space the discrete scheme and right adjoint preserves limits, thus inverse limits. We will not
adopt this approach as we will never use it elsewhere and it’s a hard fact to establish.

Please note that even if we have an isomorphism in the category of scheme S Ñ lim
ÐÝ

Sλ, which means
that there is a homeomorphism in the underlying topological spaces, this doesn’t imply in the category of
topological spaces, we still have this isomorphism since the at this point there is no reason to conclude
underlying topological space of lim

ÐÝ
Sλ is the inverse limit of Sλ in the category of topological spaces. So we

still need to prove this carefully. Recall that the morphisms uλ : S Ñ Sλ gives a morphism of topological
space S Ñ lim

ÐÝ
Sλ where this inverse limit is in the topological spaces, not in the category of schemes. We

know that locally this morphism is:
SpecA Ñ lim

ÐÝ
SpecAλ

and we want to prove this is a homeomorphism of topological spaces. Recall that in the category of topological
spaces, the underlying set of the inverse limit is defined as that in the category of sets, the topology is the
subspace topology of the product space. Let’s first prove this is a bijection of sets. Suppose that we have a
system of prime ideals pλ in Aλ such that ϕ´1

λµppµq “ pλ, then we can consider the direct limit p “ lim
ÝÑ

pλ. I

claim that this is the unique prime ideal in A such that ϕ´1
λ ppq “ pλ, thus proving it’s a bijection. I will let

you see this is indeed a prime ideal in A and it’s not hard to see the inverse image is indeed pλ. To show
uniqueness, consider:

Aλ
š

λAλ
š

λAλ{ ¨ ¨ ¨

Suppose that there is an ideal that contracts to pλ in each Aλ, then it first contract to
š

λ pλ in
š

λAλ,
therefore we know from the correspondence between ideals in quotients and the original ring that the unique
ideal in

š

λAλ{ ¨ ¨ ¨ is lim
ÝÑ

pλ. Therefore SpecA Ñ lim
ÐÝ

SpecAλ is continuous and bijective. To show it’s an
isomorphism, recall that each Dpfq for some f P A comes from some SpecAλ, therefore we have the following
sequence:

SpecA lim
ÐÝ

SpecAλ SpecAλ

where the second map is induced by projection, and is still continuous. To prove a continuous bijection
SpecA Ñ lim

ÐÝ
SpecAλ is a homeomorphism, we only need to show that there is a basis of SpecA such that

each open in the basis is the inverse image of some open in lim
ÐÝ

SpecAλ. We take the basis of SpecA to be
the distinguished opens then there is a standard basis for lim

ÐÝ
SpecAλ, which suffices.

Then let’s prove 4: again, we can assume that S0 is affine and is SpecA0, then since SpecA “ S “ H,
we know that in A, 1 “ 0. Then by definition of A “ lim

ÝÑ
Aλ, we know that for sufficiently large Aλ, 0 “ 1,

therefore Sλ “ 0.
Finally, to prove 5: we know that a constructible subset in a Noetherian space is a union of locally closed

subsets, then we can assume that E0 Ă S0 be Yn
i“1pUi X Fiq where Ui are open in S0 and Fi are closed in

S0, therefore Ui XFi is closed in Ui. Let’s give Ui XFi the reduced closed subscheme structure in Ui and we
have locally closed embeddings Ui X Fi ãÑ Ui ãÑ S0, then consider the morphism:

X0 “

n
ž

i“1

Ui X Fi Ñ S0

Then we know that Eλ and E, as subsets of Sλ and S are going to be the images of the morphisms in the
following Cartesian diagram:

Xλ Sλ X S

X0 S0 X0 S0

Recall that the construction of relative spectrum commutes with pullbacks, therefore X0, Xλ, X, just like
S0, Sλ, S is an inverse system. Then we can apply 4 and if E “ H we know X “ H, therefore Xλ “ H for
sufficiently large λ. The second part, i.e. when E “ S follows from apply the first part to the complement
of E0, which is still constructible.
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Remark 10.3. To give you an example of the failure of right exactness of inverse limit consider the following
diagram:

¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨

0 Z Z Z{24 0

0 Z Z Z{22 0

0 Z Z Z{2 0

23ˆ

2ˆ Id

22ˆ

2ˆ Id

2ˆ

After you take the inverse limit, we get:

0 Ñ 0 Ñ Z Ñ Ẑ2 Ñ 0

Clearly, Z Ñ Ẑ2 is not surjective.

Proposition 10.4. Assume S0 is quasi-compact and quasi-separated, then:

1. Let F0,G0 be quasi-coherent sheaves on S0. Suppose F0 is locally of finite presentation, then we have
a bijection:

lim
ÝÑ
λ

HomOSλ
pFλ,Gλq Ñ HomOS

pF ,Gq

2. F0,G0 be quasi-coherent sheaves on S0 both locally of finite presentation. If there is an isomorphism
f : F Ñ G, then for a sufficiently large λ, there is an isomorphism fλ inducing f .

3. For any quasi-coherentOS-module F locally of finite presentation, there is a quasi-coherentOSλ
-module

Fλ locally of finite presentation for a sufficiently large λ such that F » µ˚
λFλ.

Remark 10.5. Let’s first think about what is the canonical morphism:

lim
ÝÑ
λ

HomOSλ
pFλ,Gλq Ñ HomOS

pF ,Gq

We first need to see why HomOSλ
pFλ,Gλq form a direct system. Clearly, the morphisms between different λ

is induced by pullbacks. You might worry about first pullback by a morphism of schemes and the pullback
by another is not equal to, only canonically isomorphic to pullback by the composition thus one conditions
of the direct system fails. To solve this problem consider, we need to show the following diagram commutes:

HomOSλ
pFλ,Gλq

HomOSλ
pϕ˚
λµFλ, ϕ˚

λµGλq HomOSµ
pFµ,Gµq

HomOSλ
pϕ˚
µξϕ

˚
λµFλ, ϕ˚

µξϕ
˚
λµGλq HomOSµ

pϕ˚
µξFµ, ϕ˚

µξGµq HomOSλ
pFξ,Gξq

We will define the dotted morphisms to be the morphisms between λ and the horizontal morphism:

HomOSλ
pϕ˚
λµFλ, ϕ˚

λµGλq Ñ HomOSµ
pFµ,Gµq

is defined by the canonical isomorphism of functors we use to identity the composition of pullback functors
first from S0 to Sλ then along ϕλµ to Sµ and the pullback directly to Sµ from S0. Then we only need to
show the square at the left bottom corner commutes and I will let you do it. We will postpone the proof as
it will be quite similar to one of the other proof we give later.
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Corollary 10.6. Let S0 be quasi-compact, quasi-separated, for any quasi-coherent OS0
-module G0, we have

a bijection:
lim
ÝÑ

ΓpSλ,Gλq Ñ ΓpS,Gq

Proof. We just take F0 “ OS0
.

Recall that if A is a ring and B is an A-algebra, then B is of finite presentation if we have an A-
algebra isomorphism: Art1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , tns{I for some nonnegative integer n and I that is finitely generated over
Art1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , tns. Please note that n could be 0, then in this case, I is just a finitely generated A-ideal. Moreover,
if s P A, then we know that As » Arts{pst´ 1q, therefore As is an A-algebra of finite presentation.

Lemma 10.7. Let A0 be a ring, and pAλ, ϕλµq a direct system of A0-algebra and let A “ lim
ÝÑλ

Aλ.

1. Let B0 be an A0-algebra, Bλ “ B0 bA0 Aλ and B “ B0 bA0 A. Let pCλq be another direct system of
A0-algebras such that we have a morphism of direct systems pAλq Ñ pCλq. Let C “ lim

ÝÑ
Cλ. If B0 is

an A0-algebra of finite type (resp. finite presentation), then the canonical morphism:

lim
ÝÑ

HomAλ
pBλ, Cλq Ñ HomApB,Cq

is injective (resp. bijective).

2. For any A-algebra B with finite presentation, there is an Aλ-algebra Bλ of finite presentation for a
sufficiently large λ such that B » Bλ bAλ

A.

Proof. Let’s first prove 1: We need to figure out what is the canonical morphism. Notice that Bλ also forms
a direct system and since it’s defined by tensor, we have a morphism of direct systems Bλ Ñ Cλ induced by
that between Aλ and Cλ. Then check that given an element in lim

ÝÑ
HomAλ

pBλ, Cλq, say represented by fλ,
then the result in HomApB,Cq is the map f : B Ñ C such that b0 b aλ ÞÑ fpb0 b aλq. Notice that as Bλ
and B are defined in terms of extension of scalars in A0, we know that we have canonical isomorphisms:

HomAλ
pBλ, Cλq » HomA0pB0, Cλq, HomApB,Cq » HomA0pB0, Cq

Then the morphism we care about can be identified as:

lim
ÝÑ

HomA0
pB0, Cλq Ñ HomA0

pB0, Cq

Assume B0 is finite type over A0, with generators x1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , xn, let’s try to prove that the morphism is injective.
Suppose that we have α1, α2 : B0 Ñ Cλ are A0-morphisms inducing the same morphism B0 Ñ C. Then

we know that α1pxiq “ α2pxiq in C for all i. Recall that C “ lim
ÝÑµěλ

Cµ. There is µ ě λ such that α1pxiq

and α2pxiq has the same image in Cµ. This proves after passing to Cµ, α1 “ α2, we are done.
Then assume it’s finitely presented, let’s prove surjectivity. Since B0 is finitely presented, we have a

surjection of A0-algebra:
π : A0rt1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , tns Ñ B0

such that the kernel is generated by fjpt1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , tnq, j “ 1, ¨ ¨ ¨ ,m. Now suppose that α : B0 Ñ C is an
A0-morphism, we have:

fjpαπpt1q, ¨ ¨ ¨ , απptnqq “ απpfjpt1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , tnqq “ 0 P C

since fj is in the kernel. Then consider απptiq P C, we can choose some large enough λ such that απptiq P C
is the image of yλi

P Cλ for each i and fjpq. Therefore we know fjpyλ1
, ¨ ¨ ¨ , yλn

q in C is the same as
fjpαπpt1q, ¨ ¨ ¨ , απptnqq “ 0, therefore we know that passing to a larger λ, we get:

fjpyλ1
, ¨ ¨ ¨ , yλn

q “ 0 P Cλ, @j

Therefore we can define:
A0rt1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , tns Ñ Cλ, ti ÞÑ yλi

which factors through B0, we are done.
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Now let’s prove 2: by assumption we have:

Art1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , tns Ñ B

and the kernel is generated by fjpt1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , tnq for j “ 1, ¨ ¨ ¨ ,m. Consider the coefficients of these polynomials,
since we only have finitely of them we can choose large enough λ such that we have fλj

P Aλrt1, ¨, tns whose
images in Art1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , tns are fj . Then we know that if we let Bλ “ Aλrt1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , tns{pfλ1

, ¨ ¨ ¨ , fλm
q:

B » Bλ bAλ
A

Recall that a morphism f : X Ñ Y is said to be locally of finite presentation if for every x P X that is
an affine open V “ SpecB of Y around fpxq such that there is an affine open SpecC in f´1V around x with
C being finitely presented over B.

Proposition 10.8. 1. Local isomorphisms are locally of finite presentation.

2. If two morphisms f : X Ñ Y and g : Y Ñ Z are locally of finite presentation, then so is their
composition.

3. If f : X Ñ Y is locally of finite presentation, then it’s preserved under any base change.

4. If g ˝ f is locally of finite presentation and g is locally of finite presentation, then so is f .

Proof. The first three are easy to prove. To prove 4, we use the cancellation theorem: therefore we only need
to prove that if X Ñ Y is locally of finite presentation then so is the diagonal morphism X Ñ X ˆY X.

Indeed we don’t even need locally of finite presentation, since locally finite type suffices. Recall that
locally the diagonal is:

B bA B Ñ B

where B is finitely generated over A, say by b1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , bn. Since we know that the kernel is generated by
elements of the form b b 1 ´ 1 b b, then it’s generated by bi b 1, 1 b bi. So the kernel is indeed finitely
generated.

Lemma 10.9. Let C be a ring and I an ideal of C, suppose C{I is a C-algebra of finite presentation, then
I is a finitely generated ideal of C.

Proof. By assumption, we have a surjection:

u : Crt1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , tns Ñ C{I

such that the kernel is finitely generated. Let ci P C, i “ 1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , n such that uptiq in C{I are the images of
ci in C{I. Then if we define:

v : Crt1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , tns Ñ C

where ti ÞÑ ci and let p : C Ñ C{I be the projection, then we have p ˝ v “ u. Therefore we know that the
kernel of u is v´1I. Notice that v is surjective, therefore we know that I “ vv´1I, therefore since keru is
finitely generated, it’s extension is also finitely generated.

Remark 10.10. This is a special case of one result we proved in the FOAG series, that is if B is a finitely
presented A-algebra, then it’s always finitely presented, no matter what sort of surjection we choose, the
kernel is always finitely generated.

Therefore if SpecB Ñ SpecA is locally finitely presented, B is a finitely presented A-algebra and for any
epimorphism u : Art1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , tns Ñ B, the kernel is finitely generated.

Proposition 10.11. Let A be a ring, and B a finite A-algebra. Then B is a finitely presented A-algebra iff
B is a finitely presented A-module.
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Proof. First assume that B is an A-module of finite presentation. Let x1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , xn be generators in B as an
A-module. Recall that finite implies integral, therefore we have f1ptq, ¨ ¨ ¨ , fnptq P Arts monic polynomials
such that fipxiq “ 0. Then consider the surjection:

Art1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , tns{pf1pt1q, ¨ ¨ ¨ , fnptqnq Ñ B

Notice that

Art1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , tns{pf1pt1q, ¨ ¨ ¨ , fnptqnq » Art1s{pf1ptqq bA Art2s{pf2ptqq b ¨ ¨ ¨ bA Artns{pfnptqq

Notice that each factor in the tensor is free of finite rank, then Art1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , tns{pf1pt1q, ¨ ¨ ¨ , fnptqnq is in fact a
finite rank free A-module. Then we know that the kernel is a finitely generated A-module, say by g1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , gn,
then we know that:

B » Art1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , tns{pf1pt1q, ¨ ¨ ¨ , fnptqn, g1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , gnq

Therefore B is a finitely presented A-algebra.
Conversely, suppose that B is a finitely presented A-algebra, then we know that the kernel is also finitely

generated, but we know that Art1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , tns{pf1pt1q, ¨ ¨ ¨ , fnptqnq is already a finitely generated A-module,
therefore the ideal is also finitely generated as an A-module.

Recall that a morphism f : X Ñ Y is of finite presentation if it’s locally of finite presentation and
quasi-compact quasi-separated.

Proposition 10.12. Assume S0 is a quasi-compact, quasi-separated scheme:

1. Let X0, Y0 be S0-scheme, X0 Ñ S0 be quasi-compact quasi-separated and Y0 Ñ S0 be of locally finite
presentation, then the canonical map:

lim
ÝÑ
λ

HomSλ
pXλ, Yλq Ñ HomSpX,Y q

is bijective.

2. Suppose X0, Y0 are S0-schemes of finite presentation, if there is an S-isomorphism f : X Ñ Y , then
for sufficiently large λ, there is a Sλ-isomorphism fλ : Xλ Ñ Yλ inducing f .

3. For any S-scheme X of finite presentation, there is a Sλ-scheme Xλ of finite presentation for a suffi-
ciently large λ such that X » Xλ ˆSλ

S.

Proof. To prove 1: again, we first explain what is the morphism lim
ÝÑλ

HomSλ
pXλ, Yλq Ñ HomSpX,Y q. As

explained before, the direct system HomSλ
pXλ, Yλq is defined by pullbacks, and we know that given an

morphism Xλ Ñ Yλ, we can pullback by S Ñ Sλ to get a morphis in HomSpX,Y q. This is well defined and
explained in the diargam below:

S Sµ Sλ S0

Y Yµ Yλ Y0

X Xµ Xλ X0

Before we start our proof, we notice that we have functorial isomorphisms:

HomSλ
pXλ, Yλq » HomXλ

pXλ, Xλ ˆSλ
Yλq

HomSpX,Y q » HomXpX,X ˆS Y q

Then we know it suffices to prove the following isomorphism:

lim
ÝÑ

HomXλ
pXλ, Xλ ˆSλ

Yλq Ñ HomXpX,X ˆS Y q
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We can further simplify it so that we only need to prove:

lim
ÝÑ

HomXλ
pXλ, Xλ ˆS0

Y0q Ñ HomXpX,X ˆS0
Y0q

Notice under these identifications, the morphism is still induced by pullbacks in the following diagram:

X X ˆS0 Y0 X

Xµ Xµ ˆS0
Y0 Xµ

Xλ Xλ ˆS0
Y0 Xλ

I will let you check the details, but notice that in this case we can assume that the case X0 is just S0 (notice
that since S0 is qcqs and X0 Ñ S0 is qcqs then X0 is qcqs) and we only need to prove the following map is
a bijection:

lim
ÝÑ
λ

HomSλ
pSλ, Yλq Ñ HomSpS, Y q

Let’s first show it’s injective. Since morphisms of schemes are determined by it’s local behaviors, we know
that we can assume S0 is affine. Then let fλ, f

1
λ : Sλ Ñ Yλ be two Sλ-morphisms such that after we base

change by S Ñ Sλ, we get the same S-morphism. It’s quite painful to write down the proof, not because
it’s particularly hard, but because of complication that occurs when you try to index different objects. Let’s
give a explanation of how this works and you can check the entire proof on Lei-Fu’s book. First choose an
affine open cover in Yλ such that it covers the image of fλ, f

1
λ, then we consider the inverse images of these

open covers and then their intersections, we can cover each intersection with again affine open covers, which
covers Sλ. Then we consider their inverse images in S, which covers S, which implies that for some µ ě λ,
their images in Sµ also covers Sµ. Since Sµ is also affine, we know that we can choose a finite subcovering.
Since we know that Sµ Ñ Sλ is affine, then so is Yµ Ñ Yλ, then we can assume that there is finitely many
affine opens V iµ, i “ 1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , n in Yµ and finitely many affine opens U iµ, i “ 1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , n in Sµ such that these
opens cover Sµ and:

U iµ Ă f´1
µ pV iµq X pf 1

µq´1pV iµq

Then to prove the desired morphism is injective, we only need to show that fµ, f
1
µ restricted to U iµ Ñ V iµ are

equal for all i.
Consider all ν ě µ:

HomSν pU iν , V
i
ν q “ HomΓpSν ,OqpΓpV iν ,Oq,ΓpU iν ,Oqq

HomSpU i, V iq “ HomΓpS,OqpΓpV i,Oq,ΓpU i,Oqq

We want to prove that if two elements in HomΓpSν ,OqpΓpV iν ,Oq,ΓpU iν ,Oqq induce the same element under
the map:

lim
ÝÑ
νěµ

pHomΓpSν ,OqpΓpV iν ,Oq,ΓpU iν ,Oqqq Ñ HomΓpS,OqpΓpV i,Oq,ΓpU i,Oqq

they are equal, or in other words the above map is injective. Notice that ΓpV i,Oq “ ΓpV iµ,OqbΓpSν ,OqΓpS,Oq

and we know that since Uν is quasi-compact and quasi-separated ΓpU i,Oq “ lim
ÝÑνěµ

ΓpU iν ,Oq, then we know

that this is indeed injective since we know that Yν Ñ Sν is locally of finite presentation, thus ΓpV iν ,Oq is
finite type over ΓpSν ,Oq.

Now let’s prove surjectivity: suppose that f : S Ñ Y is an S-morphism. Recall that we have Y0 Ñ S0 as
the structure morphism of Y0. Then the following diagram helps to clarify what is going on in the book:

s P S Vs Ă Y S

Ws,0 Ă S0 V0,s Ă Y0 S0

f
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Anyway, in the end, quasi-compactness tells us there are finitely many affines V i0 , i “ 1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , n in Y0 and
finitely many affines W i

0, i “ 1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , n in S0, such that the images of V i0 is contained in W i
0. Moreover,

quasi-compact opens U i of S such that they cover S and fpU iq Ă V i. Since U i are quasi-compact, then we
know that there will be quasi-compact opens U iλ contained in W i

λ such that U i “ uiλpU iλq and U iλ forms a
covering of Sλ. Again we use the fact:

ΓpU i,Oq “ lim
ÝÑ
νěµ

ΓpU iν ,Oq

and the finitely presented algebra, we know that for each i, there is a µ ě λ and aW i
µ-morphism f iµ : U iµ Ñ V iµ

such that it’s base change gives f : U i Ñ V i. Now by the injectivity we just showed, for different pairs of
pi, jq, we know that on the intersection, if we pass to a large enough ν, the two morphisms will be equal.
Since we only have finitely many i, we know that there is a large enough ν such that f iν for different i glues
on the intersection, therefore we are done.

Now we prove 2: First, since X0, Y0 are all finitely presented over S0, we know that, the structure
morphism to S0 are both qcqs, then consider the following diagram:

X Y S

X0 Y0 S0

f

g

We know that once we pass to large enough λ, there will be fλ, gλ inducing f, g. Since we know that fλ ˝ gλ
induce f ˝ g “ Id, and the pullback is bijection, we know fλ ˝ gλ must also be the identity, so is gλ ˝ fλ.

Finally to prove 3, we have already proved the case when everything is affine. Therefore the only problem
is how to assure that we can glue. First, we cover S0 by finitely many affines, which gives a finite affine
open cover of S, cover X by finitely many affine opens U i such that their image in S is contained in one of
the affines covering S. Now we know that for each i, there will be a Sλ-scheme U iλ such that U iλ ˆSλ

S is
S-isomorphic to U i, since we have only finitely many i, let’s take λ large enough such that it works for all i.

Then notice that UiXU i in S is again quasi-compact, therefore we know that there will be quasi-compact
U ijλ in U iλ such that U ijλ ˆSλ

S is S-isomorphic to U i X U j . Then use 2, we know that if we further enlarge

λ, we can assume that there are isomorphism ϕijλ : U ijλ Ñ U jiλ that satisfies the gluing cocycle condition,
therefore glues to a Sλ-scheme Xλ, and Xλ ˆSλ

S is S-isomorphic to X.

Remark 10.13. This will also be a good place to prove Prop 10.4 that we skipped before. You will find
that the proof is quite similar to what we did above.

Proof. Let’s first prove 1: to show that it’s injective, we can work affine locally as we know that morphisms
of sheaves is determined locally. Therefore we are reduced to the algebra question that ifM is an A0-algebra
of finite presentation, then the morphism:

lim
ÝÑ

HomAλ
pM bA0

Aλ, N bA0
Aλq Ñ HomApM bA0

A,N bA0
Aq

is injective. Let’s first prove that N bA0
A is the direct limit of N bA0

Aλ as an A-module. First, let’s give
the direct limit lim

ÝÑ
N bA0

Aλ an A-module structure, or rather a map of abelian groups:

AbZ lim
ÝÑ

N bA0
Aλ Ñ lim

ÝÑ
N bA0

Aλ

you can check the details, but obviously if we have some a P A and nb a1, the action is defined to be nb aa1

where we put a, a1 in the same Aλ. To define a morphism N bA0
A Ñ lim

ÝÑ
N bA0

Aλ, we know that we just
define a map N Ñ lim

ÝÑ
N bA0

Aλ obviously. Conversely, we define it by first on the level of abelian groups
using universal property of direct limits, then check it’s A-linear, then you check these are inverses of each
other. Then the proof of injectivity only uses the fact that M is finitely generated, I will let you prove it.

Then let’s prove surjectivity, which use injectivity. Again, let’s first check what happens in the affine
case. We can again identify the morphism by:

lim
ÝÑ

HomA0pM,N bA0 Aλq Ñ HomA0pM, lim
ÝÑ

N bA0 Aλq
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Since M is finitely presented, we have:
Am0 Ñ An0 Ñ M Ñ 0

Then we know that if we have an A0-map M Ñ lim
ÝÑ

N bA0
Aλ, then we know that the images of Am0 are

all mapped to 0, in particular, e1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , em are all mapped to 0. Then I will let you check that the map
Am0 Ñ N bA0

Aλ defined by the images of f1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , fn suffices when we pass to large enough λ since we also
want the images of e1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , em to vanish.

Now we can cover S0 by affines to reduce the global situation first to affines. Then we need to show that
these locally defined morphisms glue, this is where we use injectivity and finiteness.

We omit 2, 3 as it’s basically the same as the proof of the previous proposition.

We briefly recall the notion of quasi-affine morphisms as we will prove something related to it below.
Recall that we say that a scheme X is quasi-affine if we have a quasi-compact open embedding of X to an
affine scheme. We can prove quite easily thatX is quasi-affine iff the canonical morphismX Ñ SpecΓpX,OXq

is an open embedding. We can easily show that if X is quasi-affine, then it’s quasi-compact and separated.
We say that a morphism of schemes π : X Ñ Y is quasi-affine if the inverse image of every affine open
subset of Y is a quasi-affine scheme. It’s easy to see that this is equivalent to the X Ñ Specπ˚OX over Y is
a quasi-compact open embedding. This implies that the notion is affine local on the target. Quasi-affineness
is also preserved by base change as if we have:

X ˆY W Z ˆY W W

X Z Y

then we know that if Z is affine over Y and X Ñ Z is quasi-compact open embedding, then Z ˆY W Ñ W
is affine and X ˆY W Ñ Z ˆY W is also quasi-compact affine. Finally, we readily check it’s preserved by
composition as we have:

U 1

X U Y V Si j

where U 1 Ñ V is affine. To see why, I define U 1 to be Specj˚f˚OU and the morphism U Ñ U 1 is given by
the identity morphism on j˚f˚OU . I will let you check why U Ñ U 1 is an open embedding.

With these results, we can prove the main theorem of this section:

Proof. 1 open embeddings: suppose that f : X Ñ S is an open embedding, then we know that since f is
still quasi-compact, we know that X itself is quasicompact, then by topological result, we know that there
is a large λ and a quasi-compact open Uλ in Sλ such that U is X in S. Then consider fλ : Xλ Ñ Sλ, we
know that it factors through Uλ, then we consider:

X X S

Xλ Uλ Sλ

»

I claim that Xλ Ñ Uλ is an isomorphism, thus proving that desired result. Notice that all open embeddings
are locally of finite presentation and all Uµ are quasi-compact, then we know that we can use the result of
the above proposition. We know that there is a morphism g : Uλ Ñ Xλ such that it;s pullback is the inverse
of X Ñ X. Then we know that f ˝ g and g ˝ f is pulled back to identity, therefore there is some µ ě λ such
taht fµ, gµ are inverses of each other, we are done.

2 closed embeddings: suppose that X ãÑ S is a closed embedding, then in particular, it’s qcqs, therefore
f˚OX is a quasicoherent OS-algebra. Moreover, we know that since f0 : X0 Ñ S is of finite presentation, so
is this closed embedding, therefore we know that this ideal is finitely generated, therefore we know that this
quasicoherent OS-algebra is finitely presented as a quasicoherent OS-module. Then we know that there is a
large enough λ together with a quasicoherent OSλ

-module Bλ such that u˚
µBλ » f˚OX .
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Then consider the OS-algebra structure, which is:

f˚OX bOS
f˚OX Ñ f˚OX

which satisfies commutative, associative and distributive laws.
Then we know that the above morphism comes from pulling back:

Bλ bOSλ
Bλ Ñ Bλ

Then since we know that if we pullback the commutative, associative and distributive laws of Bλ, we get the
commutative, associative and distributive laws of f˚OX , therefore by passing to a larger λ, we can assume
these diagrams also hold for Bλ. Moreover, if we consider OS Ñ f˚OX , there is also a λ such that it’s the
pullback of OSλ

Ñ Bλ and the axiom of the unit also holds for this morphism. Therefore we can assume
that Bλ is actually an OSλ

-morphism.
Consider:

OSλ
Ñ Bλ Ñ coker Ñ 0

We know that since u˚
λ is right exact, therefore we know that it’s pullback is also exacts, which is:

OS Ñ f˚OX Ñ u˚
λcoker Ñ 0

However since OS Ñ f˚OX is surjective, we know that u˚
λcoker “ 0, then we know that by passing to a

larger λ, coker “ 0, therefore OSλ
Ñ Bλ is also surjective. Then we know that the morphism:

SpecBλ Ñ Sλ

is a closed embedding. Moreover, since relative spec commutes with pullbacks, we know that it’s pullback is
X Ñ S. Therefore we know that it can be identified with fλ : Xλ Ñ Sλ for sufficiently large λ, we are done.

3 separated morphisms: if X ãÑ S is separated, we know that X Ñ XˆSX is a closed embedding. Then
we have the following diagram:

X X ˆS X X S

Xλ Xλ ˆSλ
Xλ Xλ Sλ

Notice that first X0ˆS0
Ñ X0 is qcqs, and X0 Ñ X0ˆS0

Ñ X0 is locally of finite presentation since X0 Ñ S0

is. Then since X0, X0ˆS0
Ñ X0 are qcqs, it’s qcqs, therefore the morphism is qcqs. Then we know that

the system Xλ ˆSλ
Xλ is just like the original system Sλ, the key algebra reason is that the direct limit of

M bA0 Aλ is M bA0 A. I will let you check the details is you want. But this implies we can apply 2 to
X ãÑ X ˆS X, we are done. This also proves that for 5 affineness.

4 finite morphisms: f : X Ñ S is a finite, then again consider f˚OX we know that it’s finite presented
as f is finitely presented, then we can again find Bλ and we can again identify fλ with SpecBλ Ñ Sλ. We
want to prove this is finite for large λ. This problem is affine local, therefore we assume that S0 is affine.
That is we want to prove that if: Aλ Ñ Bλ is a ring map such that after we tensor with bAλ

A, it becomes
finite, then it’s finite. We know that since Bλ bAλ

A is finite, we have an exact sequence:

An Ñ Bλ bAλ
A Ñ 0 Ñ 0

We know that An Ñ Bλ bAλ
A is induced by some:

Anλ Ñ Bλ

the we know that the cokernel is 0 after pullsback to A, therefore it’s 0. We are done.
6 surjective morphisms for Noetherian schemes S0, X0: First we notice that Sλ, Xλ, S,X are all Noethe-

rian. Recall that finitely presented morphisms are of finite type, therefore we can apply Chevalley’s theorem
and conclude that if we denote fλpXλq by Eλ and fpXq by E. We know that E “ X. Notice that f0pXq “ E0
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is also constructible, and we know that the its inverse images in Sλ and S are Eλ, E since we know that we
have a Cartesian diagram:

S Sλ S0

X Xλ X0

and in a Cartesian diagram, images and inverse images commute. Then we know that if E is S, for large
enough λ, Eλ is Sλ.

7 radiciel morphisms: we know that a morphism is radiciel iff it’s diagonal is surjective, then just like
how we prove separatedness, we apply the surjective argument to the diagonal morphism.

8 locally closed embeddings: recall that a locally closed embedding can be factored to a closed embedding
followed by an open embedding. Under the Noetherian conditions, they are quasicompact and quasiseparaed,
then consider the following diagram:

X U S

Xλ Uλ Sλ

X0 S0

clo. open

and we know that tUµěλu is also an inverse just like that of tSλu. Moreover we know that the square of
X,Xλ, U, Uλ is again Cartesian, then we know that since the pullback of Xλ Ñ Uλ is a closed embedding,
then we can find a larger µ ě λ such that it’s a closed embedding, we are done.

9 quasi-affine morphisms: recall that quasi-affineness can be checked affine locally on the target, therefore
we know we can assume S0 is affine. Here we again need the fact that S0 is quasi-compact, which will be
used later. Now by our assumption, we know that X Ñ S is quasi-affine, since S is itself is affine, we know
that X is a quasi-affine scheme, thus we know that if we denote ΓpX,OXq by B, then the following canonical
morphism is an open embedding:

X Ñ SpecB

Since X is quasi-compact, we know there are b1, ¨ ¨ ¨ , bn P B, such that X “ Dpb1q Y ¨ ¨ ¨ Y Dpbnq. Recall
that X Ñ S “ SpecA is finitely presented, then we know that for any affine open in X, the global section is
a finitely generated A-algebra.

X SpecA

SpecB

Then we know that Bbi is a finitely generated A-algebra, say generated by generators bi1
b
ki1
i

, ¨ ¨ ¨ ,
bini

b
kini
i

. Let C

be the sub-A-algebra of B generated by bi, bij , then it’s obvious that Cbi » BBi
. Then if we consider g : X Ñ

SpecC defined by X ãÑ SpecB Ñ SpecC. We know that the image of g is contained in Dpb1q Y ¨ ¨ ¨ YDpbnq.
Then if we consider Dpbiq in C, we know that g restricts to an isomorphism, therefore g : X Ñ SpecC is an
open embedding. Notice that C is a finitely generated A-algebra, therefore there is a S-closed embedding:

C AnS

X S “ SpecA

g

Then consider h : X ãÑ C ãÑ AnS , which is the composition of an open embedding and then a closed
embedding. Recall that we know that X in AnS is C XU where U is an open subscheme of AnS , then we have
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the following diagram:

X U

SpecC AnS
where the morphism X Ñ U is induced by the fact that the image of X Ñ AnS is contained in U . I will
let you check that X Ñ U is a closed embedding. Therefore we know that h : X Ñ AnS is a locally closed
embedding. Then we know that the morphism h is induced by some hλ : Xλ Ñ AnSλ

and it’s a locally closed
embedding. Or if we draw everything in a diagram:

X AnS S

X0 AnS0
S0

Then we know that we can apply the conclusion of locally closed embeddings to X ãÑ AnS and conclude that
there is a large λ such that Xλ Ñ AnSλ

is a locally closed embedding, therefore Xλ is an open subscheme
of an affine scheme. This implies that fλ, restricted to the inverse image of one of the affine covers of S0 is
quasi-affine, then since we only have finitely many affines covering S0, we can find a common λ.

10 quasi-finite morphisms: again, this question is affine local target since quasi-finite is affine local on the
target and S0 is quasi-compact. Then consider X Ñ S, which is quasi-finite and affine. Recall that every
affine morphism of finite type is quasi-projective. To see why, if SpecA Ñ SpecB is the affine morphism and
B Ñ A is finite type, then we know that there is a closed embedding:

SpecA ãÑ AnB

Then we know that there is an open embedding AnB ãÑ PnB , thus we have a locally closed embedding
SpecA ãÑ PnB . Notice that this is quasi-compact as we know that we can cover PnB by AnB ’s such that their
intersection of each other are still affine. Then we know that a quasi-compact locally closed embedding can
always be factored into a open embedding composed with a closed embedding as we know that the scheme
theoretic closure can be computed affine locally, i.e. in the following diagram:

X X

U Y

X is the scheme theoretic closure, we want to show that X Ñ X is an open embedding. We know that the
image of X in X is contained in U X X, therefore we only have to show that for every affine SpecA in X
that is also contained in U , we know that the morphism is:

SpecA{I Ñ SpecA Ñ SpecA

therefore X is also defined by SpecA{I, therefore the morphism X Ñ X is SpecA{I Ñ SpecA{I which is
isomorphism. Therefore we know that SpecB ãÑ PnB can be factored to:

SpecA V PnB
open closed

and we know that V is a projective B-scheme.
Then recall that by Zariski’s main theorem, if we have a quasi-projective quasi-affine morphism X Ñ Y ,

then it factors as an open embedding j : X ãÑ X followed by a finite morphism f : X Ñ X. Then consider
the diagram:

X X S

X0 S0

j f
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Recall that we assume that S is Noetherian, then we know that X is also Noetherian and f being finite
implies it’s finitely presented, then we know that we have a λ and a Sλ-scheme Xλ Ñ Sλ such that it pulls
back to f : X Ñ S. Then we know that, by considering the system defined by pulling back Xλ, passing to
a larger λ if needed, we can also find a jλ : Xλ Ñ Xλ inducing j. Then we know that the result of finite
and open embedding shows that Xλ Ñ Xλ is open embedding and Xλ Ñ Sλ is finite. Moreover, since their
composition induce f , we know that they are fλ by passing to perhaps a larger λ, therefore we know that
fλ is the composition of an open embedding and a finite morphism, therefore quasi-finite.

Finally 11 proper morphisms: recall that proper morphisms are also affine local on the target, therefore
we know that we can assume S0 “ SpecA0 S “ SpecA for a Noetherian rings A,A0. Then we know that by
Chow’s lemma, there is a diagram:

X 1 X

SpecA

such that g : X 1 Ñ X is surjective projective and the composition X 1 Ñ SpecA is also projective.
Then we know that there will be large λ and fλ : Xλ Ñ Sλ and gλ : X 1

λ Ñ Xλ such that f ˝ g is induced
by fλ ˝ gλ. Since we know that X 1 Ñ SpecA is projective, we know that there will be a closed embedding
of A-schemes:

X ãÑ PnA Ñ SpecA

Then we know that this is given by some closed embedding:

Xλ ãÑ PnAλ
Ñ SpecAλ

and the composition is fλ ˝ gλ for a large enough λ. This implies that fλ ˝ gλ is proper since it’s the
composition of a closed embedding and a projective morphism.

Similarly, we can prove that since g is projective and induced by gλ, we can show that gλ is projective for
large λ, therefore proper. Morepver we can assume gλ is surjective by the result on surjectivity. Recall that
proper means finite type, separated and universally closed. Finite type is always true and separatedness can
be obtained by going to even a larger λ by our previous result. Therefore only universally closed need to be
checked. Consider the following diagram:

¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ Z

X 1
λ Xλ Sλ

gλ fλ

we know that the top composition is closed since gλ ˝ fλ is proper, and we know that since gλ is surjective
the second morphism on the top row is surjective, then this implies ¨ ¨ ¨ Ñ Z is closed.

Another big theorem we need to use later is the following version of Zariski’s main theorem:

Theorem 10.14. Zariski Let S be a Noetherian scheme, f : X Ñ S a separated quasi-finite morphism,
then there is a finite morphism f : X Ñ S and an open embedding j : X ãÑ X such that f “ fj.

Moreover, if Y is an affine scheme, say SpecA, we don’t have to impose Noetherian conditions.

This is not the version of the Zariski’s main theorem we discussed in the FOAG series, but by Zariski’s
main theorem, people could refer to different results, recall that we know the following version of the theorem:

Theorem 10.15. Zariski Let f : X Ñ Y be a quasi-projective quasi-finite morphism of Noetherian schemes,
then we can factorize f as:

X
j

ãÑ X
f

Ñ Y

such that j is an open embedding and f is finite.

The first version of the Zariski’s main theorem follows from the second version and what we discussed
above:

Proof.
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